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Punctuating the groups of Royal Mile 
buildings there are many other lums, 
venting the waste matter from breweries 
and chemical works. ‘The entrance to the 
Palace from the Royal Mile can be found 
easily beyond the underground conveni- 
ence bearing the usual sign—nothing 
could be clearer. As the visitor walks 
round the Radical-road the horizon widens 
to embrace a vast sweep of suburbs against 
the spacious background of Blackford Hill 
(topped by a copper-roofed Observatory), 
the Braids, and ultimately the far-flung 
range of the Pentland Hills. In the fore- 
ground there are more breweries, a bonded 
warehouse or two, and then, flanking’ a 
velvety stretch of golf course turf, an aston- 
ishingly baronial mansion that far exceeds 
the achievements of Balmoral and should 
certainly be examined by all students of 
the romantic movement ; it was built by 
a business man and now forms part of the 
University’s residential system. (The 
Influence of Victorian Baronial on the 
Student Mind would, when one comes 
to think of it, make a thesis for Ph.D. 
more profitable than most.) 


ARCHITECTURAL TRAM-RIDE 


Of course there is much that cannot be 
seen, even in the distance, from these two 
viewpoints. The suburbs are rich in archi- 
tecture which the average visitor rarely 
sees unless he has occasion to bucket about 
on Edinburgh’s tramway system. This is 
an experience which no member of the 
R.I.B.A. Conference should miss. (The 
irregular rhythm provided by the track 
stimulates powers of observation.) On 
the route to Morningside, for instance, one 
passes the vast Germanic bulk of the Barclay 
Memorial Church, rich in _ incidental 
foliage, which Ruskin would have appre- 
ciated ; farther out, just off the tram-route, 
is a villa, in Napier-road, the general design 
and masonry of which are so bizarre that, 
so far as I. know, no recognised archi- 
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tectural traditions supply a clue as to its 
origin. 

Farther out on this same tram route, and 
a minute’s walk to the left, is the superb 
little church of St. Peter’s, Falcon-avenue, 
one of Lorimer’s best but least known 
works ; while a few minutes beyond the 
terminus, to descend from the sublime to 
the ridiculous, is the villa erected by an 
English cheese manufacturing firm as the 
winning prize in a competition. It is, 
so far as we in Edinburgh know, very 
English. On this route, as on every other, 
there is much admirable stone-terraced 
development, mostly built during the 
nineteenth century. R. L. Stevenson was 
very rude about it in his essay on Edin- 
burgh, but none the less it does reflect the 
solid and rather reserved character of the 
city’s inhabitants, and is preferable in 
many ways to the periphery of bungalows 
which encircles the city to-day. There is 
probably one good bungalow in Edin- 
burgh, and it is a pity that R. L. Stevenson 
did not live to describe the others. 


The reader will have noticed that, with 
one exception, any reference to the work 
of living architects, and certainly of 
architects living in Edinburgh to-day, 
has been scrupulously avoided. This is 
undoubtedly cowardly. I could certainly 
comment adversely on my own work, 





Copyright : The Bulletin, 


but that would be~ construed as falsely 
modest and insincere, while to expatiate 
candidly on the work of fellow-architects 
would make life so complicated that any 
attempt to do so must be excused. 

One last general note to English visitors. 
You will note that to all outward appear- 
ances Edinburgh is a stone-built city. 
That reputation we owe to past centuries 
and in them the Victorian and Edwardian 
eras are included. But as a building 
material to-day stone is an exotic except 
for public buildings (when it usually comes 
from Northumberland) and the facing of 
some bungalow road frontages ; and much 
new building which you may see is, in fact, 
erected in brick so indifferent in quality 
that it has to be concealed beneath 
harling (anglicé roughcast) with a few stone, 
or synthetic stone facings as curtsies to our 
former traditions. We are imdeed prac- 
tising a great deception on both you and on 
ourselves. We all do it, and ring our hands 
helplessly over our moral turpitude. 
Possibly the trend may change ; for efforts 
are being made to rescue the craft of 
masonry and the quarrying of building 
stone from their present deplorable state. 
If this is accompanied by a modern 
approach to the use of stone and by a more 
candid recognition of the zsthetic value 
of modern building materials, then the 
face of Edinburgh may have changed by 
the time of the next R:I.B.A. Conference 
here—whether for good or ill it is, 
fortunately, for future generations to say. 


THE R.I.AS. GOWN 


= ostensibly to be worn 
by Members of Council of the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland on appropriate occasions, 
the Academic Dress illustrated in the 
photograph is of dark velvet, richly 
draped, and with elongated sleeves to 
match. The cape is composed of the 
same material in a lighter tone, while 
the collar and lapels are of natural 
tanned lambskin in a suitable con- 
trasting shade. The corded trim- 
mings and linings are of shot gold 
velvet, and, to complete the ensemble, - 
the Badge of the Royal Incorporation, 
blazoned in heraldic colours, is em- 
broidered on the left breast. The 
photograph shows the Council of the 
- Royal Incorporation wearing their 
new academic gowns on the occasion 
of a levee held at the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse. 
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CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS 


HE British Architects’ Conference opens 

in Edinburgh on Wednesday next, 

June 25, and closes on Saturday, June 28. 
Following are arrangements :— 

Headquarters:—The Headquarters of the 
Conference will be at the Assembly Rooms, 
George-street, Edinburgh. Members should 
call at the Conference Office there as soon as 
possible on arrival to obtain badges, infor- 
mation, etc., and to give their addresses in 
Edinburgh, if not previously notified. The 
Conference Office will remain open until 7.15 
p.m. on June 25. Until June 23, all corres- 
pondence on the subject of the Conference 
should be addressed to the Secretary, R.I.B.A., 
66, Portland-place, London, W.1. 

Exhibition :—During the Conference there 
will be an Exhibition at the Assembly Rooms 
illustrating current thought in Scottish archi- 
tecture. The exhibition will be divided into 
three sections: (a) Projected works by 
architects in practice, (b) works from various 
schools, and (c) oils, water colours and black 


and white. 
PROGRAMME 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25 :— Informal 
Reception at the Assembly Rooms, George- 
street, at which members will be the guests of 
the Royal Incorporation of Architects in 
Scotland. Light Refreshments. Music. In- 
formal dress. 8.30 p.m. to 11.0 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 26: — Inaugural 
meeting at the Assembly Rooms, George- 
street. Reception and address of welcome to 
members by the Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 
Address by Mr. A. Graham Henderson, 
A.R.S.A., President R.I.B.A., followed by a 
paper on “Scottish Housing, Past and 
Present” by Mr. J. Steel Maitland, F.R.1.B.A. 
10.15 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. 

Members and guests will make their own 
arrangements for lunch. 


AND FUNCTIONS 


Garden Party at Lauriston Castle. Coaches 
leave Headquarters at 2.40 p.m. and will 
return to Headquarters at 5.50 p.m. Cost per 
head 8s. 3.0 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 


Civic Reception and Dance at the Assembly 
Rooms, George-street. Evening dress, Decor- 
ations, Presidential badges. 7.30 for 8.0 p.m. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 :—Paper to be read at 
the Assembly Rooms by Mr. J. L. Womersley, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Borough Architect 
and Town Planning Officer, Northampton, on 
“The Architect’s Contribution to Housing 
in 1952.” 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 

Members and guests will make their own 
arrangements for lunch. 


Conference Dinner in the Assembly Rooms, 
George-street. Cost per head (inclusive of 
wines and cigars) £2. Evening Dress, 
Decorations, Presidential Badges. 7.30 p.m. 
for 8.0 p.m. 


ALTERNATIVE HALF-DAY TOURS 


Tour No. 1 (2.30 p.m.) Linlithgow and 
Houston : Headquarters, Blackhall, Cramond 
Brig, Dalmeny, Hopetoun House, 
Champany, Linlithgow, Uphall, Houston 
House (tea), Newbridge, Corstorphine, Head- 
quarters at 5.45 p.m. Cost per head ros. 


Tour No. 2 (2.0 p.m.) North Berwick and 
Haddington: Headquarters, Musselburgh, 
Prestonpans, Aberlady, Gullane, Dirleton, 
North Berwick, Tantallon Castle, North 
Berwick (tea), Haddington, Headquarters at 
5-30 pm. Cost per head ros. . 


Tour No. 3 (2.15 p.m.) City of Edinburgh : 
Headquarters, Lothian Road, Castle Terrace, 
Johnston Terrace, Castle Hill, Edinburgh 
Castle, Royal Mile, St. Giles’ Cathedral, Tron 
Church, John Knox House, Huntly House, 
Palace of Holyrood House, Abbeymount, 


Regent Road, Headquarters at 5 p.m. Cost 


per head 6s. 

Tour No. 4 (2.15 p.m.) Edinburgh Housing : 
Headquarters, The Inch Development, West- 
field Multi-Storey Flats, Headquarters at 
5 p.m. Cost per head 4s. 

ALTERNATIVE WHOLE-DAY . TOURS 

Tour No. 5: (9.30 a.m.) Dryburgh and 
Traquair: Headquarters, Sir Walter Scott’s 
View, Bemersyde, Dryburgh Abbey, Dry- 
burgh (lunch), Mertoun’ Bridge, St. 
Boswells, Melrose, Caddonfoot, Walkerburn, 
Innerleithen, Traquair, Peebles (tea), Eddles- 
ton, Leadburn, Penicuik, Headquarters at 
5.30 p.m. Cost per head £1 5s. - 

Tour No. 6 (9.30 a.m.) Stirling and Glen- 
eagles: Headquarters, Falkirk, Stirling, 
Stirling Castle,: Bridge of Allan, Dunblane, 
Greenloaning, Blackford, Gleneagles (lunch), 
Yetts of Muckhart, Dunfermline (tea), Queens- 
rei Headquarters at 5.30 p.m. Cost per head 

I 5s. 

Tour No. 7 (9.30 a.m.) St. Andrews: 
Headquarters, Queensferry, Kinross, Falkland, 
Hill of Tarvit and Ceres, St. Andrews (lunch), 
Kilrenny, Anstruther, Pittenweem, Kellie 
Castle (tea), Largs, Leven, Kirkcaldy, Burnt- 
island, Headquarters at 5.30 p.m. Cost per 
head £1 3s. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 28 :— Visit No. 1(10.15 
a.m.) Pentland Hills : Headquarters, Liberton, 
Roslin, Milton Bridge, Glencorse, Penicuik, 
Habbie’s Howe, Rullion Green, Easter 
Howgate, Flotterstone, Lothianburn, Fairmile- 
head, Swanston, Headquarters at 12 noon. 
Cost per head 5s. 


Visit No. 2 (10.0 a.m.) City of Edinburgh : 
Headquarters, Lothian Road, Castle Terrace, 
Johnston Terrace, Castle Hill, Edinburgh 
Castle, Royal Mile, St. Giles’ Cathedral, 
Tron Church, John Knox House, Huntly 
House, Palace of Holyrood House, Abbey- 
mount, Regent Road, Headquarters at 12.30 
p.m. Cost per head 6s. 
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RIBA’s NEW PRESIDENT 


Mr. Howard Robertson’s 
Distinguished Career 


HE Council of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, meeting on 
Tuesday, elected Mr. Howard Morley 
Robertson, M.C., A.R.A., F.R.1.B.A., 
Hon.A.1.A., S.A.D.G., as its new presi- 
dent. Mr. Robertson takes office on 
July 1, and is the first president whose 
wife is also an architect. He was a vice- 
president of the R.I.B.A. from 1938-40. 
A photograph of Mr. Robertson and the 
announcement of his nomination to the 
presidency appeared in our issue of 
May 23. 

Born in Salt Lake City in 1888, Mr. 
Robertson studied at the Architectural 
Association, London, and at the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts, Paris, where he obtained 
his diploma in 1913. As a young architect 
he worked in offices in Boston and New 
York. He became a F.R.I.B.A. in 1925. 


He served with distinction in France 
from 1915 to 1919 and was decorated with 
the Military Cross and was made a 
Chevalier of the Legion d’Honneur. 


In 1919 he joined the staff of the 
Architectural Association, becoming 
principal in 1920, and Director of Educa- 
tion from 1929-1935. 

In 1928, in partnership with Mr. J. 
Murray Easton, and again in 1936 with 
the late Mr. E. Stanley Hall (also a 
President of the R.I.B.A.) and Mr. J. 
Murray Easton, his firm was awarded the 
R.I.B.A. London Architecture Bronze 
Medal, and in 1937 the Essex Cambridge 
and Hertfordshire Allied Society made a 
similar award to the firm. In 1937 Mr. 
Robertson was awarded the Godwin and 
Wimperis bursary. 

Mr. Robertson was assessor to the 
Turkish Government for the ‘Turkish 
Parliament Buildings competition, and 
technical adviser to the general secretary 
of the League of Nations for the comple- 
tion of the Palace of Nations at Geneva. 

In 1946 Mr. Robertson spent some 
weeks in America doing research work on 
hospitals, and later was the British repre- 
sentative on the international board of 
design chosen to advise on the plans for 
the UN headquarters in New York. 

Mr. Robertson was president of the» 
Architectural Association in 1947—its 
centenary year—and in 1949 received 
public recognition for his work as an 
architect by being awarded the Royal 
Gold Medal for Architecture. Also in 
1949 he was elected an associate member 
of the Royal Academy. 

Mr. Robertson has recently returned 
from France where he has acted as the 
British consultant advising on the new 
U.N.E.S.C.O. building in Paris. 

Mr. Robertson is the author of the 
following works: Principles of Architec- 
tural Composition (1924) ; Architecture 
Explained (1926); and Modern Archi- 
tectural Design (1932). His last book was 
Architecture Arising (1944). 

The following is a list of some of the 
buildings carried out by the firm. of 
Messrs. Easton and Robertson: 


Public: Royal Horticultural Society’s New Hall, 
estminster (Awarded London Architecture Bronze 
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Medal.); Metropolitan Water Board Laboratories, 
London ; Milton Church additions ; London Passenger 
Transport Board station at Loughton ; and Institute of 
Brewing’s Laboratories, Nutfield, Surrey. 

Commercial : 52, Cornhill, E.C. ; 6, Lothbury, E.C. ; 
5, Bentinck-street, for ‘‘ The Practitioner’’; Oxford 
University Press warehouse, Neasden; and City of 
London Electricity Supply Company’s showrooms. 

Recreational : Pavilions for H.M.G. at the New York, 
Brussels, Johannesburg and Paris World Fairs; swim- 
ming pool at Bourneville for Messrs. Cadbury Bros., 
Ltd. ; private cinemas for Fox Films, Imperial Institute 
and Publicity Films ; and Sadlers Wells Theatre alter- 
ations and additions. 

Educational : Ashmolean Museum, Oxford ; School 
of Zoology, Cambridge ; School of Psychology, Cam- 
bridge; School of Anatomy, Cambridge; School of 
Geography, Cambridge; Engineering Laboratories, 
Cambridge ; Chemistry EBaboratories, Cambridge ; 
The Queen’s University of Belfast, Medical School ; 
Uppingham School Sanatorium; Hatfield Technical 
College ; Hatfield Technical Secondary School ; 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College, New 
Hostel for Students; Gonville and Caius College, 
Cambridge, Fellows’ and Undergraduates’ sets (awarded 
Bronze Medal); and Malvern College additions. 

Housing: Block of flats at Avenue-close, Regent’s 
Park; blocks of flats at St. Edmund’s-terrace, Regents 
Park; St. Marylebone B.C. flatted housing at Church- 
street and St. John’s Wood-road ; house at Lake Zug, 
Switzerland ; house at South Kensington; and Rush- 
brooke Hall, additions. 

Hotels : Norbury House Hotel, Droitwich ; over the 
past 20 years works of modernisation at the hotels 
Savoy, Claridges and Berkeley. 

Domestic Work : Private houses at home and abroad. 

Hospitals: 'The Hospital for Sick Children, Great 
Ormond-street, London (awarded London Architecture 
Bronze Medal) ; ; Queen Charlotte’s Hospital, Hammer- 

smith; Westminster Children’s Hospital; Portman 
Day Nursery, St. Marylebone; _ Lea‘ erhead Cottage 
Hospital ; Emergency Hospital, Godalming ; Elizabeth 
Garrett "Anderson Hospital Nurses Home ; : and 
Zachary Merton Convalescent Home, Rustington. 

Shipping: Interior design of S.S. Rangitoto, S.S. 
Rangitane and S.S. Ruahine for New Zealand Shipping 
Co., Ltd. ; interior design of officers and men’s quarters 
for a group of new cargo ships for Messrs. Watts, 
and Co., Ltd. 


RIBA COUNCIL ELECTIONS 
1952-1953 Session 


a general meeting of the Royal 


ds 
A Institute of British Architects held 
on Tuesday at 66, Portland-place, W.1, 
the results of the annual elections to the 
council for the session 1952-1953 were 
announced as follows :— 


PRESIDENT: Howard Robertson, M.C., A.R.A., 

A.D.G. (unopposed). 

PasT-PRESIDENTS: Harry Stuart Goodhart-Rendel, 
M.A., Mus.B., and Michael T. Waterhouse, M.C. 
(unopposed). 

MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: Elected, Frederick Gibberd, 
M.T.P.I. (2,095 votes) ; Basil Spence, O.B.E., A.R.S.A. 
(Edinburgh) (2,033); Charles H. Aslin, C.BE. (Hert- 
ford) (2,014) ; Professor Sir Leslie Patrick Abercrom 
M.A., Hon.D.Lit., F.S.A., M.T.P.I. (Aston Tirrold) 
(1,856) ; Robert J. Gardner-Medwin, B.Arch., M.T.P.1. 
Oe iat? (1,340); Leonard C. Howitt, B.Arch., 

M.T.P.I, (Manchester) (1,123). 

Not Elected: G. N. Hill, M.T.P.I. (Preston), Dr. 
J. L. Martin, M.A. (Tring), Dr. . Bradbury, B.A., 
M.Sc., A.M.T.P.I. (Liverpool), bse Sheppard, 
S. H. Loweth, F.S.A. (Matdstone), A . B. Knapp- 
pee F.S.A., Ngee. A.R.C.A., T. Howitt, D.S.O., 

O.B.E. (Nottingham), af Leathart, AG. Jury (Glasgow), 

. Denman, J F.S.A. (Brighton), P. B. Dunham 
(Caddington), 'N. R. Paxton (Leeds), Professor W. B. 
Edwards, M.A., B.Arch., M.T.P.I. (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne), T. E North, O.B.E., Lieut.-Col. H. P. L. Cart 
de Lafontaine, O.B.E., T.D., P-P.T.P.I., 5. W. Milburn, 
M.B.E., M.C., T.D. (Sunderland), S. Gregson ow 
K. M. B. Cross, + A., G. B. Cox Lammy ag ayes 
McMorran, J. A. Dempster (Doncaster), A. N Thome 
oa E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, O.B.E., A. R.LC. s., 

F. Tatchell, B.A. (Arch.), W. Crabtree, H. Jackson 
(i rmingham), J. A. Powell, eo (Torquay), W 
Fisk, A. Beiley, O.B.E., C. C. Shaw, B.Arch., A. = 
Waters, M.B.E OM. W. F. "Enea Lieut.-Col. 
pe wy A Wallis, R. N. Wakelin. 

ASSOCIATE bli OF COUNCIL : 
E. E. Gibson, C.B.E., M.A., A.M.T.P.I. (Coventry) 
(2,668 votes); S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall, B.Arch. 
(1,309) ; Richard A. H. Livett, O.B.E. (Leeds) (1,056). 

Not Elected: S. E. T. Cusdin, O.B.E., M. A. J. 
Farey, M.A., J. W. Lewis, H. Bradd ock, A. Steele 
(Birmingham), R.W. Paterson, "A.M.T.P.I. (Gloucester), 
J. Harrison (Kingston-on- Thames), C. H. Pike, P. R. 
Middleton (Nunthorpe, near Middlesbrough), FP. 
Booth, A.M.T.P.I. (Newport, I.O.W.), H. B. Allsopp, 
B.Arch. (Monkseaton), R. O. Vine, T. A. Wilkinson. 

LICENTIATE MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: Elected, Gwyn 
Henry Morris (Coventry) (1,029 votes). 

Not Elected : C. Oliver (Hull), R. J. Sharpe, L. J. F. 
Gomme (Cambridge), F. C. Wakeford (Henstridge, 
Somerset). 


Elected, Donald 
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A.A. VISIT TO HARLOW 


Impressions of the New Town 
[By a Correspondent} 


LAST Saturday some forty members of 

the Architectural Association visited 
Harlow New Town to see progress there. 
The arrangements were what one has come 
to expect from Mr. Alexander and the A.A., 
that is to say practically faultless. 

Mr. Hyde Harvey (Deputy Manager) and 
Mr. Frederick Gibberd (Architect Planner) 
received the party at Terlings, the Corpora- 
tion’s “ Advanced H.Q.,” and after a clear 
and interesting briefing illustrated by maps 
and plans the morning was devoted to bus- 
borne “swanning” round a typical housing 
area, which took in a primary school site, 
an industrial estate, shopping and health 
centres, all typical of the various neighbour- 
hood units which the plan comprises. This 
afforded a representative sample of the 
general planning and architectural flavour; 
and very stimulating and satisfying it is. 

Lunch at the Harlow Mill Restaurant 
followed, and the afternoon was given over 
to a more detailed tour on foot, “stalked” 
by the bus and by a convoy of private cars 
which by now had jojned the party, and con- 
ducted by members of the Corporation staff 
and some of the architects concerned with 
the various groups and schemes. 

This included work by Frederick Gibberd 
and the Harlow Design Group, Richard 
Sheppard, H. T. Cadbury-Brown, and 
F. R. S Yorke and Associates. The last 
phase, which would have included flats, etc., 
by Fry, Drew and Partners, tantalisingly 
glimpsed from a distance, had to be aban- 
doned for lack of time. 


General Impressions 


This is not the time or place for an evalua- 
tion of the scheme, which has been and no 
doubt will be dealt with more fully and 
objectively elsewhere as the work proceeds. 


At a too-brief pre-view, one felt that all 
concerned are to be congratulated on what 
has already been achieved and on the way 
the remainder is shaping; that the undertak- 
ing is much bigger than is generally realised; 
that the care bestowed, for instance, on land- 
scaping considerations bids fair to make 
Harlow a most liveable place in its own 
right, and that the atmosphere is a hearten- 
ing one of optimism and adventure which 
seems to ride over difficulties which have 
been forseen, realistically faced and tackled, 
and is in agreeable contrast to the pessimism 
and grousing sometimes encountered else- 
where in housing matters. We would not 
be architects if we acknowledged that, given 
we would invariably 
have solved them in precisely the same way, 
but Harlow seems certainly to be among the 
best applications of contemporary methods 
to meet contemporary circumstances. 


One could hear or offer little major criti- 
cism, and in any case the refreshing sight 
of so much real brick and mortar already 
housing real people must outweigh other 
feelings, which are not untinged with envy 
as well as admiration of the opportunities 
which are clearly béing seized with such 
decision and imagination at Harlow. 


Back-pats all round and special thanks to 
the A.A. for arranging the visit, and to the 
top and other “brass” of the Corporation 
in so willingly and cheerfully giving up their 
half day off to entertaining us and showing 
us a job of which they must see quite enough 
during a working week. 
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THE ARCHITECTURE OF EDINBURGH 


By H. V. MOLESWORTH ROBERTS 


HE city is built on three parallel 
east-west ridges. The middle ridge 
carries the ‘Old Town”’ with the Castle 
at its west end, the northern bearing the 
“New Town,” with the Calton Hill, 
per contra, at its east end. The best 
introduction to its majestic beauty is to 
leave Waverley Station (the destination 
from King’s Cross), especially from the 
night train, by one of the two long ramps 
up to the Waverley Bridge. In front is 
nothingness (the Princes-street Gardens 
lie below); on the right are the Scott 
Monument and, beyond, Princes-street ; 
on the left loom up the vast slopes of the 
Old ‘Town ridge disappearing into 
obscurity, with, at the end of the bridge, 
a gaunt ten-storey building, (the City 
Chambers), and, just peeping over the top, 
St. Giles’s crown. A little further on, 
from the Scott Monument, one looks back 
(in winter) to see purple dawn breaking 
over the Salisbury Crags to the south- 

east. 

THE NEW TOWN 

The Assembly Rooms, which are the Con- 
ference headquarters, are in George-street, a 
fine street about 95 ft. wide running the length 
of the ridge and forming the central artery of 
the New Town, a remarkable town-planning 
enterprise initiated by James Craig, 1766 
onward. Most of the buildings are later ; the 
Assembly Rooms themselves were built 1783- 
87 by J. Henderson, the portico was added by 
William Burn in 1818, and the Music (i.e. 
concert) Hall at the back was added in 1843. 
(Burn, incidentally, did Montagu House, 
Whitehall, now demolished.) As one walks 
along George-street, especially on a sunny 
morning, one gets remarkable misty vistas 
down transverse streets and across the valley to 
the Old Town and Castle beyond. 

Both ways, George-street ends in fine squares 
—‘‘draughty parallelograms,” as R.L.S. 
called them. Westward, Charlotte-square still 
has on its north side the original fronts by 
Robert Adam (1791 or 1794 onward) and on its 
west St. George’s church, by Robert Reid 
(1811-14), with its copper dome and gilt finial. 
To the right, on the northern slope, are the 
various developments carried out early in the 


nineteenth century ; beyond St. George’s is the 
“West End ” (c.1815-25), and beyond, again, 
is St. Mary’s Cathedral (Episcopal Church in 
Scotland), probably the finest work of Sir 
Gilbert Scott (1874-79, the west towers later). 
Branching a little left from the end of Princes- 
street is Rutland-square (1819-40, by Archi- 
bald Elliot), in which are the offices of the 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 

Eastward, St. Andrew’s-square, the motor- 
coach centre, contains the Greek-style Mel- 
ville Monument, and, opposite George-street, 
Dundas House, by Sir William Chambers 
(1772 onward), now a bank. In a develop- 
ment further on is the late Georgian but much 
altered St. James’s-square, and the Roman 
Catholic St. Mary’s Cathedral, by James 
Gillespie (afterwards Gillespie Graham) and 
others, with a fine coloured timber roof and 
baldachino, both recent. 

Passing down either cross street on the south 
side one reaches the famous Princes-street 
(about 102 ft. wide), forming a front to the 
New Town, though now lined with more 
modern shops and offices. The changing view 
is very striking across the valley, occupied 
invisibly by the Princes-street Gardens, with 
only a puff of smoke or shriek of an engine to 
remind one of the existence of the railway from 
Waverley Station, further east. From a point 
near the foot of Hanover-street one sees (left 
to right) the growing height of the Old Town 
ridge, and on it the spires of Trinity College 
Church, the Tron Church, St. Giles’s“ crown,” 
Tolbooth St. John’s immense spire (with the 
New College twin towers, 1846, in front of 
and harmonising with it), the riot of gables of 
the former University Hall of Residence, and 
last the Castle, on its granitic rock, towering 
250 ft. or so above the gardens, utterly incon- 
gruous in its urban setting. Looking west the 
eye sees the three spires of St. Mary’s Cath- 
edral, the ugly outline of Princes-street 
Station, the graceful perpendicular tower of 
St. John’s Episcopal Church at the south-west 
corner of Princes-street itself. (1815-18, by 
William Burn), and, nearer the Castle, St. 
Cuthbert’s or the West Kirk, with its Georgian 
steeple (1774 or 1779 onward—rest rebuilt 
about 1894). Looking east one sees the huge 
Scott Monument by the station (1840-44, by 
William Kemp), and, beyond, the monuments 
on.the Calton Hill (see below) ; and passing in 
that direction, beyond the Register House, by 
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Robert Adam (1774 on), with the G.P.O. 
opposite, one crosses the colonnaded Regent’s 
Bridge (1815, by Archibald Elliot) to Regent- 
road, with the Robert Burns Monument 
(1830) and the Royal High School (1825-29), 
both Greek designs by T. Hamilton ; on the 
Calton Hill adjoining are the Dugald Stewart 
Monument (like the Burns one, based on the 
Choragic Monument of Luysicrates), the 
hideous lighthouse-like Nelson Column, by 
Robert Burn (William’s father), the Old 
Observatory (1776-92, the earliest building in 
the city with Gothic Revival features), the 
City or New Observatory behind it (1817) and 
the John Playfair Monument (c.1826-27) 
attached, both by W. H. Playfair, and, on the 
highest point, the unfinished National Monu- 
ment (1822 onward), modelled on the Par- 
thenon. Dominating the scene on the southern 
slope is St. Andrew’s House, the chief _govern- 
ment office, by T. S. Tait, finished before the 
recent war. 

Across the valley, and connecting Princes- 
street with the Old Town, are (from west to 
east) the Mound, a kind of dam, bearing 
Playfair’s Royal Scottish Academy and Nat- 
ional Gallery of Scotland (to go up or down the 
further slope in a tram is an exciting experi- 
ence); the Waverley Bridge, already men- 
tioned ; and the North Bridge (starting by the 
G.P.O.) which was originally designed by 
Adam but rebuilt in iron at the turn of the last 
century. This is continued over the second 
valley by the later South Bridge. At the west 
end, by St. John’s, Lothian-road terminates 
the gardens and leads by Castle-terrace to 
Johnston-terrace, an engineering feat (1827, 
by Hamilton) on the slope of the Castle rock, 
with almost terrifying views of the Old Palace 
substructures high above; this emerges on 
Lawnmarket, just below the Castle. : 


THE ROYAL MILE 


By whatever route this mile of concentrated 
history is approached, it is best started at the 
Castle. It is unnecessary here to describe this 
in detail, as the Ministry of Works guide, with 
its plan, suffices ; it may merely be mentioned 
that the highest point in the city is occupied 
by its oldest building, St. Margaret’s Chapel, 
either late-eleventh or early-twelfth century 
in date, with a rectangular exterior curiously 
sheltering an internal apse ; and that Crown- 
square (or Palace Close) has on its east side the 
Old Palace, with a late fifteenth- or sixteenth- 
century lower part and an early seventeenth- 
century upper, on its south the Old Parliament 
Hall, probably of the early sixteenth century, 
on its west the Queen Anne barrack block, and 
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on its north the well-known Scottish National 
War Memorial, by Lorimer (1927). The con- 
spicuous curved Half-Moon Battery (after 
1573) conceals the temains of the ancient 
Keep, called King David’s Tower (1368 
onward) and faces the blusteringly healthy 
Esplanade, with fine views over the western 
suburbs. On the quiet Castle Hill are (on the 
right corner) Canonball House (c.1630 and 
1745) and the seventeenth-century Outlook 
Tower, with its cardboardy-looking tower and 
associations with Patrick Geddes. On the left, 
Mound-place leads past Ramsay Lodge (Allan 
Ramsay, the poet’s) and the Hall of Residence 
to the Mound. On the right the Tolbooth St. 
John's church, with its immense spire (1842, 
by J. Gillespie Graham, in conjunction with 
A. W. N. Pugin), is at the corner of Johnston- 
terrace (ante); Upper Bow, formerly the 
upward sweep of West Bow, has here been cut 
off at its foot. The spacious Lawnmarket, 


where it is now difficult to picture fine fabrics ' 


being sold, has on its left Milne’s Court (1690), 
by Robert Mylne the elder, and Gladstone’s 
Land, a tenement house (‘ land ’) that has seen 
much building-forward and now belongs to 
the National Trust for Scotland. A court 
hereabouts leads to Lady Stair’s House (1622), 
with its angle turret, and now a museum. 

We now teach a crossing. On the left, 
Bank-street descends to the baroque-domed 
Bank of Scotland, by David Bryce (1865-70), 
overlooking the Mound, with the Sheriff’s 
Court House (1937) on the corner; on the 
right, George IV Bridge (like Holborn Viaduct, 
most of it on terra firma !) has on its left corner 
the Midlothian County-buildings (1902-4, by 
J. M. Henry) and beyond this a long and 
intriguing courtyard. This shows on the left 
the Signet Library (whose windows do not 
correspond with its inward parts), on the right 
the Advocates’ Library, with its row of canted 
bays (1826-33), and at the end the only 
exposed part of the Parliament Hall (c.1632- 
40). Further, and still on the left, is the con- 
geries of wings and incipient steelwork of the 
National Library of Scotland (the latter block 
designed by R. Fairlie). On the right, just 
before the actual bridge, are the ingeniously 
fitted-in terra-cotta Public Library (1887-90, 
by George Washington Browne) and, visible 
below in Cowgate, Magdalen Chapel (1541 on, 
steeple- 1618-28), a Nonconformist mission 
centre. 

Returning to the crossing, where High- 
street starts, one sees on the right the huge 
but grim-looking St. Giles’s, still called a 
“cathedral ” though it was one only for short 
periods. Externally it was drastically refaced 
(1829-33, by William Burn), except for the 
remarkable tower and 
“crown” spire (on 
eight flying buttresses 
instead of the usual 
four), which date from 
about 1495 or 1500. 
Inside there is one 
Norman .cap stuck in 
the wall, and the rest is 
mainly of the four- 
teenth and following 





centuries ; it is very 
gloomy, thanks to 
much bad __spaintéd 





glass, and crowded, in 
spite of excellent wood- 
work by Esme Gordon. 
The Thistle Chapel 
was added by Lorimer 
Ra in IgII. 
In front of St. Giles 
are pavement-tablets 
showing the site of the 
a old Tolbooth prison, 
=] Scott’s ‘Heart of 
m 
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and around St. Giles 
is Parliament-square, 
with Charles  II’s 
statue and Knox’s 
grave, and lined by 
the Parliament House 
group of law-courts. 
On the right is 
Parliament Hall, 
whose exterior we 
have glimpsed, with 
its complex timber 
roof. Thesteep slope 
of the ridge is shown 
by the fact that the 
Solicitors’ Library, 
beyond, is six storeys 
above Cowgate. Be- 
yond St. Giles is the 
Mercat Cross, with 
shaft (only) of doubt- 
ful but medieval 
date. On the left of 
High-street is City- 
chambers, originally 
Royal Exchange 
(1753-61 and later), 
whose forbidding back 
we have already 
noted. 

The High-street 
now descends past the 
Tron Church, named 
after a weighing- 
beam (1637 onward, 
steeple after 1824) 
and Moubray and 
“John Knox’s” 
Houses past the tab- 
leted site of the 
Netherbow, or lower 
gate of the original 
city. Jeffery-street descends on the left 
past Trinity College Church, with its 
fragments of 1462 onward. The squalid 
Canongate continues the line past the Pend 
(c. 1750), Moray House (c. 1628-30), with its 
enormous corbelled projection, and Huntly 
House, the only building in the city with 
projecting timber-built upper storeys (c. 1570). 
Opposite this are the projecting Canongate 
Tolbooth (1591-92) and. the -Canongate 
Church, a century later (1688 onward), 
recently cleaned. Further on, Queensberry 
House on the right, behind its wall, and a 
house in Reid’s Court on the left, both have 
traditional E-plans, still used in the late 
seventeenth—early eighteenth century. 


HOL YROODHOUSE 


Lastly, and now on normal level, is the 
famous Palace of Holyroodhouse. Of its two 
projecting twin-turreted wings, only the left 
survives probably from the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, the rest dates from c. 1671- 
79, the work (again) of Robert Mylne, the 
elder; the Ministry of Works guide is 
helpful, though the architectural facts are 
rather embedded. Further back, on the left, 
the nave of Holyrood Abbey, mutilated by 
the encroachment of the Palace, still has a 
south nave (east processional) doorway and 
foundations surviving from 1128-41 or a little 
later. The nave and chapter-house remains 
are later (thirteenth century) and it is unfor- 
tunate the public cannot view the foundations 
of the eastern part. In Abbey Hill is ‘‘ Queen 
Mary’s Bath,” a triangular building of the late 
sixteenth or early seventeenth century ; 
beyond the Palace and leftward one reaches 
Croft-an-Righ, a turreted sixteenth-century 
house ; thence by Abbey Mount one can 
ascend to the east end of Regent-road, and so 
traverse the Calton Hill slope (ante) to 
Princes-street. 

Parallel to the Castle Esplanade and Castle 
Hill, and lying in the valley between the 
middle and southern ridges, is the wide 
Grassmarket, with a few old houses ; at its 


Typical of the capital’s architecture : 





Note the staircase on the left 
leading to the public “‘ stairs” for each floor of the storeyed tenements. 


east end, West Bow (with houses c.1561 

curves up, formerly to Upper Bow (ante). 

Cowgate (a name reminiscent of an agricul- 
tural past) continues past the Magdalen 
Chapel and under George IV Bridge (ante) 
ultimately to Holyrood. South-west of Grass- 
market, the Vennel goes steeply up the 
southern ridge to the remains of the junction 
of the Flodden (1513 and later) and Telfer 
(after 1620) walls, against the English (long 
since ineffectual). Near by is George Heriot’s 
Hospital, really (like many Edinburgh build- 
ings so named) a school, c.1628 onward, with 
its courtyard, its original front towards Grass- 
market, and its “‘ Elizabethan ” detail. Further 
east, and approachable more easily from 
George IV Bridge, is Greyfriars Church, of 
chequered history—east part (original 
building) 1612 onward, cross wall, W. 
extension and porch 1718-21, alterations of 
east part after 1845, walling between the two 
parts removed in the 1930’s ; Candlemakers’ 
Hall (c. 1722) is close by. Eastward are the 
Royal Scottish Museum (finished 1866), by 
Fowke of S.K.M. and Albert Hall fame, and 
the Old University, a large quadrangular 


scheme (c. 1784-94) by Robert Adam, 
finished by Playfair; the dome was added 
(1883) by Sir Rowand Anderson. A little 


distance south is the New University Group, 
1889 onwards, and George-square, planned 
a little earlier than the New Town. 

As to the suburbs, only St. Peter’s (Catholic) 
Church, Falcon Gardens, Morningside, to 
the south-west, by Lorimer, need be men- 
tioned (1906-08, 1928-29). Of the outlying 
villages within the present city boundary, 
only the following call for mention : Cramond 
Brig, a shrunken hamlet, with bridge of the 
late fifteenth or early sixteenth century and a 
tollhouse ; Corstorphine, an interesting stone- 
slated church of 1429; Gibson Lodge (or the 
Dower House) of about 1660; the Castle; a 
circular sixteenth-century building near the 
site of the actual Castle, and other houses 
(also a Zoo!); Inch, seventeenth-century 
house called The Inch and a dovecot; 
Liberton, early nineteenth-century church; 
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fifteenth-century castle (Liberton Tower), 
and Liberton House, c. 1675; lastly, 
Swanston, an “ unspoilt hamlet,” with Water 
House, 1761. 

It will be seen that Edinburgh is a city of 
great beauty and interest, worthy to be 
compared with any city in Europe ; and these, 
with its invigorating air, call the visitor back 
again and again. 
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lets ; for recent ones, Muirhead’s Blue Guide 
to Scotland. Author’s articles, A. and B.N. 
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Parliament House plan. Some dates are in- 
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Canongate Reconstruction Scheme, Edinburgh 
MR. ROBERT HURD’S PLANS FOR TOLBOOTH AREA 


ME: Robert Hurd’s plans for recon- 

structing the Tolbooth area of 
Edinburgh’s Canongate (shown in colour 
on facing page) are based on a report 
which he has recently submitted to the 
Corporation. From this we take the 
following extracts :— 

GENERAL.—The area covered by this scheme 
on the North side of the Canongate, imme- 
diately above the Tolbooth, is at present 
almost completely derelict, and consists 
partly of historic buildings and partly of 
Victorian housing and shops of no interest. 
The historic buildings are Shoemakers’ Land 
and Bible Lands with, in addition, No. 201 
adjoining Bible Lands. 

In the late Mr. E. J. MacRae’s Report on 
the Royal Mile, it was recommended that the 
frontage of Shoemakers’ Land and Bible 
Lands should be restored, but that an open 
gap should be left by demolishing and not 
rebuilding Nos. 201 and 207-211. Mr. Hurd 
has suggested that the essential character of 
the street would be better preserved by 
having a continuous frontage, and he proposes 
therefore to restore the frontage of No. 201 
(listed in the Inventory of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Ancient Monuments) and rebuild the 


adjacent section (Nos. 207-211), the present 
building being late Victorian in date and of a 


hard and unprepossessing character. The 
only compensation for leaving the gap sug- 
gested in the MacRae report would be a view 
to the North dominated by St. Andrew’s 
House, with the extensive roof of the S.M.T. 
bus depot as a not very attractive foreground. 
With this exception, however, Mr. Hurd has 
been guided by the general principles of 
Mr. MacRae’s report as regards the restora- 
tion of historic frontages and the complete 
rebuilding of other derelict sections. 

The practical problems seemed to be as 
follows :— 

(1) The provision of as many good and up- 
to-date houses as possible (the proposed 
restoration of No. 201 and rebuilding of 
Nos. 207-211 have some bearing on this 
point). 

(2) The preservation of the character of 
the street by careful restoration of the historic 
frontages, and by designing sympathetic 
but diplomatically modern buildings along- 
side, avoiding “‘ reproduction ” architecture, 
for which no one will thank us in the future. 

(3) The provision of good shops in the 
historic buildings, with window space and 
frontages in scale and harmony with their 
character, and of completely modern shops 
in the entirely new buildings. : 

(4) The provision of a bold and simple 
north frontage which, seen only at a distance 
from Regent-road, should enhance the general 
view of the Royal Mile ridge on entering 
Edinburgh by this route. 

Accordingly, in this scheme, these problems 
have been dealt with as follows :— 

(1) Housing. —As designed, the scheme now 
comprises 27 flats, none of which are situated 
on the ground floor, but all within the three 
storeys above the shops, except in Shoe- 
makers’ Land where the windows of a higher 
floor already exist, and in Bible Lands where 
the two attic flats are proposed, thus making 


use of the picturesque gaglet windows in the 
existing frontage. 

Access had been planned so that each stair 
serves the maximum number of flats possible. 
In the historic buildings, either the existing 
stone stair has been utilised where the 
gradient and width were satisfactory (Bible 
Lands), or at least the new stair has been 
placed in relation to the existing stair windows 
(Shoemakers’ Land). In the new buildings 
the new stairs are contained in rubble-built 
towers projecting boldly from the North 
front. 

(2) The Character of the Street.—The 
frontages of the historic buildings—Shoe- 
makers’ Land, Bible Lands and No. 201— 
have been closely studied with a view to the 
careful preservation of their architectural 
character. The restoration of the stone work 
of all these frontages will involve extensive 
operations, for it is badly decayed ; and as in 
no case, most unfortunately, have the buildings 
behind them survived in a form which is 
either sound enough in condition or adaptable 
enough in ‘plan to justify retention, the actual 
preservation of the frontages will require 
specially skilled handling. 

The design of shops for the ground floors 
of these buildings has been given much 
anxious thought; a simple modern shop 
window has been evolved closely related 
in scale to the groups of windows above, and 
set in the stone work without the usual 
wooden fascia which disfigures so many of 
the other Royal Mile frontages, old and new. 
So far as interiors are concerned it is proposed 
to re-use stretches of painted pine panelling 
and some simply cut stone fireplace mouldings 
from No. 201 and Bible Lands, in the new 
houses. 


THE MODERN BUILDINGS 


There are two sections of entirely modern 
buildings, one adjacent to Shoemakers’ Land 
and the other, much more extensive, between 
Bible Lands and the Canongate Tolbooth. 
It is proposed that the small new building on 
the site of Nos. 207-211, adjoining Shoe- 
makers’ Land, should be constructed with a 
stone rubble frontage, with dressed stone 
surrounds to the groups of windows. An 
arched pend is shown’ leading to (a) the shop 
entrance on the left side ; (b) the public stair 
serving the six upper flats in both this building 
and No. 201 adjoining ; and (c) the green at 
the back. The shop window is in the form of a 
very flat curved bay. In view of the position 
of this building between Shoemakers’ Land 
and No. 201, this frontage has been treated 
deliberately in a quiet and _ conservative 
manner. The introduction of an arched pend 
at this point may be taken as a hint of further 
arched development lower down the street 
to be referred to later, but in itself it is an 
admirable traditional access device, frequently 
found in Scottish burghs and one which 
aesthetically helps to break the severity of any 
frontage. 

The much larger modern building lower 
down has been treated in a more contemporary 
manner. It naturally divides into two sections 
on account of the gradient of the street, a 
feature which has been emphasised firstly by 
setting back the lower section slightly and 
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secondly,’ by the use of a different surface 
treatment, namely colour-mix harl, with ashlar 
stone dressings for the upper section, and — 
rubble with ashlar stone dressings for the 
lower, as an introduction to the old Tolbooth © 
adjoining. : 

(3) Shops.—At this point in the Royal Mile, © 
an old feature treated with modern simplicity 
and restraint has been introduced, namely, a 
stone arcade protecting a line of eight ground- ~ 
floor shops and containing the pend through 
to Gladstone’s Court. From the point: of — 
view of design, it provides a marked architec- 
tural rhythm at ground floor level; and | 
historically it perpetuates (though in modern ~ 
form) a feature now surviving in Edinburgh 
solely in Gladstone’s Land (so far as is 
apparent to the naked eye), but formerly © 
more frequent and certainly intended (accord- 
ing to seventeenth-century Burgh enactments) © 
to be a regular feature of the High Street 
frontages. It is still extant in Elgin and = 
Dumbarton High Streets. It provides a | 
convenient shelter for those passing or using 
a line of shops set within the arcade, which 
would be 7 ft. deep; would enable the | 
pavement to be set back several feet from its 
present line ; and would provide an open 
screen as a frame for reasonable large and — 
quite modern shop fronts, the scale of which 4 
might otherwise seem out of place in the 
Royal Mile. 


USE OF COLOUR 


The lower rubble-built section will be 
roofed with red pantiles, as in the case of 
No. 201. It is clear from early Victorian 
photographs that even 80 years ago there | 
were quite extensive patches of cheerful, 
warm colour in the roofs of the Old Town. 
There seems to be every good reason for the 
reintroduction of pantiles, with their warmth 
and sparkle, in an attempt (along with colour- 
mix harl, and the gradual reduction of smoke 
nuisance) to break down the comparatively 
modern and quite unnecessary drabness of 
the Old ‘Town. 

(4) The North Front.—Whereas the Canon- 
gate or South frontage is seen at close quarters 
and must therefore contain detailed interest, 
the North front (which owing to the fall of 
the ground is rather higher than the street 
frontage) can only be seen at a distance from 
Regent-road, and has therefore been treated 
in a broader manner. This has been attempted 
by (a) allowing the roof line to break its level 
naturally according to the plan and sections 
of the. individual ‘lands ” and the slope of 
the ridge, thus adding interest to the silhouette; 
(6) breaking the long frontage vertically. with 
boldly projecting rubble-built stair towers, at 
three points; (c) varying the colour and 
texture of both walls and roofs where breaks | 
should logically and naturally occur ; and (d) 
controlling the window pattern and the sizes of 
the windows in such a way as to provide an 
overall rhythm rather than monotonous | 
repetition. The base of these high buildings | 
is given extra apparent support by the 
pantiled lean-to projection connected with 
the shops and the provision of bicycle storage 
for the houses. 


MATERIALS 


As shown on the drawings the external 
walls would bé of (a) stone rubble, or () 
brick, harled with colour-mix. For certain | 
features such as the arcade and window 
surrounds, stone ashlar has been suggested, 
with cast stone as an alternative, if price or 
shortage of skilled labour necessitate. Roof 
coverings would normally be of Scottish 
slate, with the exception of that on No. 201, 
on the lower section of the new building 
adjoining the Tolbooth, and on the storage 
extensions at the back of ‘the shops, all of 
which, as already stated, would be of red 
pantiles. 
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View of model of complete scheme, from the east. 


HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, THE INCH, NETHER LIBERTON 


D. STRATTON DAVIS, ARIBA, ARCHITECT 


thee housing and community development at The Inch 

was the subject of an architectural competition in 1946. 
The site, which lies 2} miles to the south of the centre of the 
City of Edinburgh, has an area of 215 acres. The land was a 
part of the property of the mansion from which the scheme 
takes its name. A main road separates about 52 acres of the 
area from the remainder and gives rise to special require- 
ments in the plan, such as the duplication of some of the 
communal facilities. 


The Inch House, part of which dates from the seventeenth 
century, stands in the lower, northern part of the site, in 
parkland with fine planting, and the plan provides for its use 
as part of a community centre with a new library, gymnasium, 
and public hall. The level ground in the vicinity of the house 
is laid out for games with football pitches, tennis courts, etc. 
The site slopes down from the south with a difference in 
level of 180 feet between the extremities, and a gradient in 
places of as much as one in five. 


A total of 1,800 houses is planned within the housing area. 
These are chiefly in the form of two-storey cottages with a 
proportion of two-storey flatted houses and three-storey 
flats. There are two-, three-, four- and five-apartment 
dwellings, with some old people’s houses in single-storey 
terraces ; otherwise the smaller houses are generally incor- 
porated in flats so that the larger families occupy cottages. 
Upwards of 40 different plan designs are incorporated in the 
layout to suit the varying conditions of siting and aspect ; 
these are combined in terraces which are grouped and stepped 
to take advantage of the slope and reduce underbuilding to a 
minimum. 


The exceptionally fine views over the City to the north and 
of the Pentland Hills in the west have been a contributing 
factor in the design of the layout. Existing planting is being 
carefully preserved, and groups of silver birch, with some 
prunus, lime, beech, oak and rowan are being planted as a 


part of the design of the streets and open spaces. Balsam and 
Italian poplar are being introduced in parts of the plan, 
planted at close intervals and cut to form screens. Dwarf 
hedges of lonicera nitida have been planted in front gardens 
of some of the occupied houses, and other varieties are under 
consideration. Top soil, excavated for building purposes, is 
respread when terraces are completed, and given formation 
with a view to full use being made of the limited garden areas. 


House construction is generally of brick with external 
cavity walls, rendered in textured cement plaster in which a 
local sand lends an indigenous shade of colour. Scottish 
slates are extensively used while some blocks of flats are 
roofed in copper. Substitutes for materials originally specified 
have had to be introduced extensively to avoid delay arising 
out of shortages. Building operations commenced in June, 
1949, on a contract for 184 houses, and since that date a 
further 14 developments have been started, consisting of 
groups of houses varying in numbers from 28 to 220. A 
total of 1,272 houses has been commenced, of which 300 are 
occupied. A group of shops is also under construction. 


A permanent primary school from plans prepared by the 
architect for the scheme is shortly to be started on a site near 
the Inch House. The plans for the two schools of prefabri- 
cated construction already nearing completion were prepared 
by the City Architect, Mr. A. G. Forgie, M.M., A.R.I.B.A., 
Dip.Arch.(Edin.). 


Alternative proposals for the layout of part of the site 
have recently been prepared by the architect and were 
considered by the City Council. The alternative plan em- 
bodied multi-storey flats with a district heating scheme ; 
experimental mezzanine access flats were incorporated in the 
layout. The original plan has been reverted to, however, on 
account of the prospects of delay in the supply of steel and 
other necessary materials. 

The quantity surveyors for the building work are Sir 
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William Baird and Partners, of Edin- 
burgh, and the consulting engineers in 
charge of roads and services are 
Messrs. Carfrae and Morrison, of 
Edinburgh. 

Contracts placed by the begin- 
ning of May were as follows (those 
firms printed in italics being in charge 
of the contract) : 

AREA “A” 


CONTRACT NO. 1—(184 houses): 


joiner, Seton 


Mason, Wm. Arnott McLeod ; 


THE BUILDER 


Terrace of 4- and 5-apartment cottages. 


Construction Co., Ltd.; plumber, Shaw and 
Gibson, Ltd.; plaster, N. Thomson ; slater, 
Geo. Riddell, Ltd. ; painter, A. M. Dingwall ; 
glazier, Jas. Thow, Ltd. 


CONTRACT NO. 2—(212 houses) and 
CONTRACT NO. 3—(190 houses) : mason, 
Wm. Arnott McLeod ; joiner, Peter Nimmo 
and Son; plumber, Shaw and Gibson, Ltd. ; 
plaster, N. Thomason ; slater, Wm. McLean ; 
painter, Wm. Cowper and Son; and glazier, 
Wm. Marshall. 

CONTRACT NO. 4—(50 houses) :_ mason, 
Wm. Gerrard and Sons; joiner, Wm. C. 
Brown ;_ plumber, Shaw and Gibson, Ltd. ; 
plaster, D. and J. Borthwick ; slater, Peter 

































Kelly and Sons, Ltd. ; painter, A. B. William- 


son and Son; glazier, Jas. Thow, Ltd.; and 
electrician, J. Scott and Co., Ltd. 


CONTRACT NO. 5—(88 houses) : mason, 
joiner and plumber, John Wight and Co. 
plaster and slater, Robt. Easton and Sons ; ; 
painter, N. Nicholson ; glazier, Jas. Thow, 
ay and electrician, J. Scott and Co.. 

td. 


CONTRACT NO. 6—(24 Houses) : mason, 
Robt. Millar and Baird, Ltd. ; joiner, Wm. C- 
Brown; plumber, P. Blackhall; plaster, 
David Fisher and Sons; slater, Wm.- 
McLean ; painter, Milne and Barclay; 
glazier, Cunningham, Dickson and Walker; 
electrician, P. Blackhall ; and pre-cast, 
Builders Supply Co., Ltd. 

CONTRACT NO. 7—(28 houses) : mason, 
John Martin and Sons, Ltd. ; joiner, Colin 
MacAndrew and Parts., Ltd. ; plumber, John 
Wightman and Co. ; plaster, T. F. Woodburn 
and Co.; slater, J. C. Rolland, Ltd.; glazier, 
Jas. Thow, Ltd.; and electrician, Pratt Bros. 
(Edin.) Ltd. 

CONTRACT NO. 8—(28 houses) : mason, 
Robt. Bruce and Son, Ltd.; joiner, Wm. 
Loudon and Son ; plumber, David Stevens ; 
plaster, D. and J. Borthwick; slater, Peter 
Kelly and Sons, Ltd.; and painter, P. and J. 
Gordon. 

CONTRACT NO. 9—(32 houses) : mason, 
G. and R. Cousin; joiner, Wm. Brown; 
¥ Ee Gibson’s (H. C.) Heirs ; laster, 

; Borthwick ; slater, Peter Kelly and 
deg Ltd. glazier, Geo. Lindsay and Co. ; 
electrician, "Jas. Scott and Co., Ltd. ; and 
pre-cast, Builders Supply Co., Ltd. 

CONTRACT NO. 10—(52 houses) : mason, 
and joiner, Colin MacAndrew and Parts. ; 
plumber, Shaw and Gibson, Ltd. ; —, 
Farish and Birnie; slater, Peter Kelly and 
Sons, Ltd.; painter, A. B. Williamson and 
Son ; glazier, Ja:. Thow, Ltd.; electrician, 
Jas. Scott and Co., Ltd.; and pre-cast, Jas. 
K. Millar, Ltd. 


Block of 4-apartment 3-storey 
flats. In the background is 
Arthur’s Seat. 
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Terrace of 3-apartment flatted 
houses (north access). 


AREA “C” 


CONTRACT NO. 1—(52 houses) : mason, 
R. Smith and Co., Ltd. ; joiner, T. and R. 
Little, Ltd.; plumber, Shaw and Gibson, 

td.; plaster, Wm. B. McNair and Co. ; 
slater, Peter Kelly and Sons, Ltd.; glazier, 
Northern Glazing Co., Ltd.; painter, A. M. 
— electrician, Jas. Scott and Co., 
td. 

CONTRACT NO. 2—(56 houses) : mason, 
and joiner, Modern Homes (Edin.) Ltd. ; 
plumber, Byard and Co. ; plaster and slater, 
Modern Homes; _ glazier, Scottish National 
Gloss and Glazing Co., Ltd. ; painter, F. and 


Terrace of 3-storey flats : 
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J. Loughridge; and electrician, Miller and 
Stables. 

CONTRACT NO. 3—(28 houses) : mason, 
. ¥. Henry and Sons ;_ joiner, T. and R. 
Little, Ltd. ; plumber, John Adams and Co. ; 
plaster, Wm. McLean; glazier, City Glass 
Co., Ltd.; painter, Henderson and Patter- 
son; and electrician, J. B. Mackenzie (Edin.) 
Ltd. 

CONTRACT NO. 4—(28 houses) : mason, 
Wm. Black and Sons ; joiner, 7. and R. 
Little, Ltd. ; plumber, Shaw and Gibson, Ltd; 
plaster, D. and J. Borthwick; slater, Wm. 
McLean; _ glazier, Geo. Lindsay and Co. ; 


, 


painter, P. and J. Gorden; and electrician, 
Jas. Scott and Co. 
AREA “B” 

CONTRACT NO. 1: Mason, Wm. Arnott 
McLeod ; joiner, Wm. Loudon and Son; 
plumber, Shaw and Gibson, Ltd.; plaster, 
N. Thomson; and slater, Peter Kelly and 
Sons. 

Also engaged on the work are :—Concrete, 
Ltd., ‘‘ Bison” floors (being used in all 
contracts) ; William Briggs, roofing in various 
contracts ; Semtex, Ltd., Marley Tile, 
and Neuchatel Asphalte Co., floor tiling ; 
and Crittall Mnfg. Co., metal windows. 





some are for single persons ; others are 4-apartment. 
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INCH HOUSING : 2-storey 3-apartment flatted houses and 3-storey flats. (See plans below.) 


FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
2 STOREY 3APT. FLATTED HOUSE 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
3 STOREY 3APT FLAT 


A, 





FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
3 STOREY 3APT. FLAT 
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Photographs : Paul Shillabeer, 
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NEW BAR, THE EDINBURGH PRESS CLUB, RUTLAND STREET 


T. WALLER MARWICK, FRIBA, AADip, 
FRIAS, ARCHITECT FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
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SECTION A-A 


b hes Edinburgh Press Club, after 

laying its head in a number of 
temporary homes, has now acquired 
permanent headquarters in Rutland 
Street, at the West End of Edin- 
burgh, where reconstruction by Mr. 
T. Waller Marwick, F.R.I.B.A., 
AA.Dip., F.R.I.A.S., has given the 
members a most comfortable home 
and a bar which is an outstanding 
example of intelligent conversion. A 
particular quality is given to the room 
by the ancient rubble stonework 
wall and fireplace, from which 
the plaster was stripped, the 


Above : View looking towards bar and 
fireplace. Left: Section A-A. 
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Right : View looking 
toward: entrance. 
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stonework being repointed and left exposed. 
The bar itself is in natural Scottish oak, the 
canopy being in bronzed aluminium. The cur- 
tains and upholstery of the built-in seating is in 
Scottish tweed, in brown and green colourings. 
The floor is partially of Scottish oak and partly 
of stone flags. Above the bar counter is a shelf 
supported by 3-in. aluminium strip on which 
flowers in pots will be placed. 

Messrs James Miller and Partners, Ltd., of 
18, George-street, Edinburgh, 2 were the prin- 
cipal contractors. Subcontractors and suppliers 
were Gaskell and Chambers (Scotland) Ltd., 
Edinburgh, 3, supplying and fitting bar, pump- 
ing equipment and sink; Donald Grant and 
Sons, Ltd., Edinburgh, 1, supplying and fitting 
bar counter and buffet fitment ; Findlater Smith, 
Ltd., Edinburgh, 1, supplying bar furnishings 
and executing other works; W. C. Simpson 
and Son, Ltd., Edinburgh, 12, painter and 
decorator work ; the Riddell Engineering 
Services Co., Ltd., Edinburgh, 12, electrical 
contractors ; Alexanders Stores, Ltd., Glasgow, 
C.2, supplying and laying linoleum ; and Byard 
and Company, Edinburgh, 12, plumber work. 
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UPPER PLAN 


ELEVATION TO BAR COUNTER 





THE BUILDER 





General view from the south-east. 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, EDINBURGH 


ARCHITECT : STEWART SIM, DA (Edin.), FRIAS, SENIOR ARCHITECT, 
MINISTRY OF WORKS, SCOTLAND 


| State —erxanagpe Telephone Exchange, built 
by the Ministry of Works and opened recently 
by the Postmaster-General, the Rt. Hon. The Earl 
De La Warr, P.C., marks an important step in the 
development of the telephone service in Edinburgh 


and Scotland generally. Telephone facilities for 
30,000 lines are provided. Mostly the installation is 


automatic but a portion dealing with trunk calls is 
manually operated. ; 

The building has three component parts ; the large 
apparatus block five floors in height, a four-storey 
administrative section composed mostly of office 
accommodation, the third component being a stair- 
case-lift unit connecting these two. 


North elevation. 
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First-floor plan. 
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Ground-floor plan. 
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Cables are breught into the base- 
ment of the building from a cable 
turning chamber in Fountainbridge. 
They are then taken to frames 
above, being gradually broken down 
into smaller cables until finally 
only the single circuit connected to 
the apparatus is reached. 

Faced in cream sandstone, the 
doors and windows are in metal. 
The roofs are flat and asphalt 
covered. 

In developing the plan the archi- 
tect’s intention was to create as far 
as possible a feeling of openness 
at the junction of Fountainbridge 
and Gardner’s-crescent, the two 
streets which the building faces. 
This has been done by the careful 
placing of the various blocks and 
by forming a small open courtyard 
between the apparatus block and the 
rounded administrative unit. 

The architect has expressed in a 
modern way both the function of the 
building, itself a modern service, 
and the dignity of a Government 
undertaking. The sense of open- 
ness is maintained in the building 
through the medium of the large 
windows: that in the south wall 
of the staircase about 45 ft. high 
gives a view embracing all that lies 
between Fountainbridge and the 
Pentland Hills. Similarly on the 
north side the rest room commands 
an extensive prospect of the Firth 
of Forth. 

Internal decoration is in pastel 
shades. The apparatus rooms have : F ; F 
partially conditioned air let in at First-floor landing. Belcw : Detail of doorway, north elevation. 
high level ; in the windows extract 
vents are provided. 

The building was commenced 
on March 23, 1948, and completed 
on December 31, 1950. It took 
approximately eighteen months to 
equip and has cost about £164,000 
excluding equipment. 

The main contractor for the work 
was Messrs. Colin Macandrew and 
Partners, Ltd., of Edinburgh. The 
principal sub-contractors were as 
tollows :— 

Asphalt roof, Neuchatel Asphalte 

Co., Ltd.; windows and_ doors, 
Williams and Williams, Ltd. ; wood 
block floors, A. McDougall and Sons ; 
steelwork, Redpath, Brown and Co. ; 
plumber, Patrick Knox and Son ; glazier, 
George Lindsay and Co. 

Painter, W. C. Simpson and Son ; 

plasterer, D. and J. Borthwick; ter- 
razzo and tiling, Toffolo Jackson and 
Co.; granolithic, Farish and Birnie ; 
asphalt, J. Dunlop and Co.;_ stone- 
work, Colin Macandrew and Partners, 
Ltd., Blaxter Quarry Co., and Wm. 
Gerard and Sons ; heating, hot water, 
ventilation and gas installation, James 
Coombe and Sons. 





























FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, 
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SCOTLAND AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 


ALAN REIACH AND RALPH COWAN, AA.RIBA, AA.MTPI, ARCHITECTS 


For many years Edinburgh University has been con- 

templating the removal of its School of Agriculture 
from its present congested quarters in George Square to 
an open site at their Kings Buildings Development to the 
south of the city. The proposed extension of the Medical 
School, for which an open competition was held in 1950, 
involves the demolition of their present building, which 
has rendered the need for removal still more urgent. In 
1949 the architects were commissioned to prepare plans 
which early in 1950 were approved by the University. As 
a result of cuts in Government expenditure, the present 
scheme was not finally evolved until 1951, when Treasury 
authority was granted in principle. Shortly after, all work 
had to be postponed in view of the Government policy 
and at present the project is in abeyance. 





Site. This is open and gently sloping to south and west. 
On the south it is open to a golf course with fine views over 
the Braid and Pentland Hills. On the north a campus is 
planned, round which future University buildings will be 
grouped. The main approach to the new building is from 
this north side, where the main entrance is placed under- 
neath the arcaded administrative block. The arcade opens 
on to a paved and landscaped forecourt to the south, 
flanked by the main teaching wing to the east and by the 
recreation block to the west. 

Planning. The building is broadly composed of three 
major elements :—the Teaching and Research Wing, the 
Administrative Block; and the Recreation Section. 
Advantage has been taken of the fall in the ground to 
place the teaching wing at intermediate level relative to 
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The main 
Two tiers of lecture halls are 
grouped to the north in units of four at intermediate levels 


the entrance and administrative block floors. 
block is of three storeys. 


between floors. Preparation and common projection rooms 
are provided between each. 

The administrative block of four storeys, in addition to 
general office accommodation, board room, etc., contains a 
department of Advisory Economics and a section for outside 
staff working in conjunction with the Department of Agri- 
culture for Scotland. The recreation block consists of an 
assembly hall for lectures before large audiences, as well as for 
social functions. Canteen facilities are provided here both for 
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staff and students, and the restaurant can be used directly 
in conjunction with the hall where such is desired. 

Construction. Originally designed as a reinforced concrete 
framed structure, the exigencies of the times have dictated 
modifications. In order to save steel, a system of solid piers in 
calculated brickwork and cast-in-situ floors was evolved with 
the help of the Building Research Station. External walls of the 
main block to be’rendered, while the administration wing and 
lecture halls are to be of buff facing brick to harmonise with 
stonework elsewhere on the site. All pitched roofs of copper. 

Cost. Approximately £350,000 at 1951 prices, exclusive of 
equipment. 
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AN ECHO OF THE PUGIN. On this and facing page are reproduced two sheets of drawings which won 
the Pugin Studentship, 1933, for Mr. Basil Spence, A.R.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., F.RIL.A.S. Today, when the 
camera so often displaces the sketch-book and the newest conceits of foreign lands are better known to many 
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young architects and students than our wealth of native building, it is not without interest that the architect of 
the most discussed building of the generation, Coventry Cathedral, should have studied Gothic and delineated 
such exquisite details as are shown in these drawings. 
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WESTFIELD COURT, GORGIE, FOR THE CITY OF EDINBURGH 


WILLIAMSON AND HUBBARD, F & ARIBA, ARCHITECTS 


HE flats occupy a fairly level site near the main Loch and, owing to the nature of the soil and the fact 
Gorgie-road. This ground is believed to have that the water table is only some 7 feet below the 
formed at one time part of the bed of the Corstorphine surface, piled foundations had to be used. The block 
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WESTFIELD COURT, GORGIE : General view looking north-west. Below : looking east. 


is crescent-shaped, some 445 ft. long, and rises to a 
height of eight storeys. It accommodates 74 flats of four 
apartments, two of two apartments, and 14 special flats 
for aging persons and spinsters: there is also a nursery 
school on the top floor. Each flat has a kitchenette, 
bathroom, and a verandah. 


The building is divided into six tenements, each 
having its own staircase and fully automatic lift 
serving 14 or 16 flats; an ash chute is contained in a 
recess beside the lift on each landing. Over the central 
pend is a sculptured panel by Hew Lorimer, A.R.S.A. 
All flats and the school are supplied with low-pressure 
hot-water heating and domestic hot water from a central 
boiler house; there are consequently no coal fires. 
Cooking is by gas and each kitchenette has a gas incin- 
erator ; it has also a drying cupboard heated by a pipe 
from the domestic supply. 


Construction consists of a reinforced concrete frame 
built on piles and carrying cast-in-situ floors of arched 
type. At ground-floor level the floors will be finished 
with mastic ; all upper storeys will have wood flooring 
on bearers resting on the concrete. Ceilings are of 
plasterboard on wood branders fixed to hardwood 
fillets cast into the concrete floor ribs. Outer walls 
have a 2 in. facing of Orlit slabs, a 34 in. cavity and a 
44 in. brick inner facing, the whole being tied together 
with metal and the brickwork also reinforced longi- 
tudinally. Partitions consist of ‘‘ Eecon ”’ blocks, and 
wood wool is used for sound-deadening purposes in 
positions near lifts and stairs. Internal ducts between 
the kitchenettes and bathrooms take all the service 
piping and connect with longitudinal ducts in the 
solum. Plumbing is on the “ one-pipe ” system. 

The Nursery School, which has two lifts for its 
exclusive use, comprises three classrooms (each with 
associated lavatory, stores, etc.), four rooms for staff 
and general purposes, kitchen and laundry, etc. Each 
classroom has a balcony and there is an open-air 


playground. The school accommodates approximately 
80 children. The constructional engineers were Messrs. 
Kinnear and Gordon ;_ the consulting heating engin- 
eers, Messrs. Donald Smith, Seymour and Rooley ; 
and the quantity surveyors, Messrs. J. N. Underwood 
and Sons, F.R.I.C.S. The general contractors were 
Messrs. Hepburn Bros. Ltd., the heating engineers 
being Messrs. Underhill Heating Engineers, Ltd. 


Sub-contractors to the general contractors were :— 


Plumberwork, Hugh Twaddle and Son; roof asphalt, D. Anderson 
and Co., Ltd.; painter work, Robertson and Son, Ltd.; glazier, Geo. 
Lindsay and Co.; lifts, Express Lift Co.; electrician, Wm. Allan 
Smith and Co., Ltd.; floor asphalt work, The Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; 
and Eecon block partitions, J. and R. Howie, Ltd. 
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FLATS AT BLACKHALL FOR 
EDINBURGH CORPORATION 


LESLIE GRAHAME - THOMSON, RSA, 
FRIBA, AND ASSOCIATES, ARCHITECTS 





HE construction proposed for these flats a 
Blackhall for the Edinburgh Corporation is a 
reinforced concrete framed structure, with ribbed floor 
beams on seven floors. The outer walls will be in 
11 in. hollow brick tied and surfaced externally with 
harling and finished in white cement; the freestone 
base course will come up to first-floor level. Floors 
will be timber on battens throughout, and windows 
will be wood casements. Central heating is planned 
throughout, each house to have its own gas hot-water 
appliance and incinerator. There will be three lifts, 
each to serve 14 houses. The basement will accom- 
modate central heating chamber, ventilator fans and 
could serve as a future air raid shelter. There will be 
three access stairs to front of building, and three 
fire-escape stairs with access from kitchen of each 
flat, also taking rubbish chute to refuse disposal 
barrows at basement level. The garden lay-out shows 
a playground and tennis court. 


‘ 
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INSURANCE OFFICES, 


82, GEORGE STREET, EDINBURGH 


KENNETH F..MASSON, ARIBA, CHIEF ARCHITECT TO SCOTTISH CWS 
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HE new frontage to this building, 
housing the Edinburgh office of 
the Co-Operative Insurance Society, 
Ltd., is simple and dignified, as is proper 
in a famous street which has much fine 
architecture to show. In the design of 
the single-storeyed elevation the base, 
piers and frieze are faced with flush 
slabs of dark-grey Norwegian granite, 
with the exception of the two entrance 
piers which are of black Bon Accord 
granite. The front is framed by a 
splayed granite projecting member, 
extending round the jambs and forming 
the cope. The main window is in glass 
bricks, pointed withivory-tinted cement, 
the whole being enclosed in a bronze 
frame divided into three equal lights. 
The only decorative feature is the simple 
Roman V-shaped bronze lettering of the 
Society’s name. A rolling portcullis 
grille treated in bronze protects the 
entrance to the office. The general 
contractors were the S.C.W.S. Works 
Dept., of Leith, subcontractors being : 
Granite, Allan and Sons, Ltd., Piershill ; 
glazing, City Glass Co., Ltd.; and 
terrazzo work, Toffolo Jackson and 
Co., of Edinburgh. 
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General view of blocks from the west end. 


TEMPORARY GOVERNMENT OFFICE BUILDING, 
SAUGHTON, EDINBURGH 


STEWART SIM, DA (Edin.), 
FRIAS, SENIOR ARCHITECT, 
MINISTRY OF WORKS, 
EDINBURGH 





Layout. 


be temporary office building has 
been erected at Saughton, on the 
outskirts of Edinburgh, to provide accom- 
modation for a staff of approximately 
2,250. It was built when there was a 
possibility of U.N.O. meeting § in 
Edinburgh, so as to provide accommoda- 
tion for staff which might have to vacate 
St. Andrew’s House. Not being required 
for that purpose, it has been occupied 
mostly by staff that previously occupied 
requisitioned premises in the town. The 
buildings were completed in twelve 
months, during which time nearly all 
the drawings were also prepared. The 
approximate cost was £400,000. 

For simplicity in erection and straight- 
forward layout and administration, a 
spinal type plan was adopted. The 
buildings are two storeys in height and 
comprise a main entrance block containing 
the main staircase, conference room, 
dining-hall, lounge and kitchens, telephone ; ac pe 
exchange, heating chamber, etc., with 
communicating corridors to the office View of rear elevation of dining-hall block from south-east. 
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blocks, twelve in number. Side and rear 
entrances are also provided. Provision is made 
for parking of cars and cycles. 

The walls are of 114 in. brick cavity, roughcast 
and lime washed externally. Internally the walls 
and partitions are flush pointed and distempered. 
The floors are of hollow concrete units with a 
mastic asphalt finish. Thermoplastic tiles have 
been used in the dining-room, lounge and confer- 
ence room. Ceilings on the first floor are of fibre- 
board, the roofing being Trafford tiles carried 
on light steel trusses. Standard metal windows 
are used throughout except in the dining-room, 
lounge and conference rooms of the centre 
block. Pastel shades have been used in the 
decoration. 


The building is heated by means of low- 
pressure hot water. The general lighting is 
fluorescent. 

Although austerity is the keynote of the 
scheme, a fanciful note has been brought into 
the design of the main staircase, where the 
balustrade of wrought iron, steel rods and 
welded steel plates has symbolic panels indicating 
the different Ministries occupying the building. 
The Ministry of Works is depicted by the 
outline and silhouette of buildings ; the Ministry 
of Food by a panel containing cut-outs of fish, 
flesh and fowl and a bottle of milk ; Education 
by the three Rs, reading, writing, and ’rithmetic, 
illustrated by the word “cat” written and 
printed and a simple addition sum, all done in 
rods. A touch of medieval humour has been 
incorporated in the compartment assigned to 
Inland Revenue, where the symbols are a large 
£ sign, envelopes, a screw and two tacks. 
Detail of balustrade, main staircase. Agriculture is shown by means of stalks of wheat, 












































Detailed sketch of main stair balustrade. 
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clover and an apple _ branch; 
National Insurance by a conven- 
tional sun, medicine bottles, and the 
amounts paid by way of subscrip- 
tion. The Department of Health, 
the Ministry of Labour, and the 
Scottish Home Department are also 
symbolised, the last by a some- 
what austere St. Andrew with his 
cross on the main landing of the 
first floor, The metal work has 
been left with all the smith’s 
tooling showing through the trans- 
parent varnish that has been applied. 
Ample lawns, flower borders and a 
pool in the centre and _ other 
amenities have also been provided. 

The main contractors for the 
work were James Millar and 
Partners, of Edinburgh. Following 
is a list of the principal sub- 
contractors :— 

Asbestos cement roofing, Johnston’ 
and Patons, Ltd.; asphalt floors and 
roofs, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; 
asphalt tanking, J. Dunlop and Co. ; 
electrical installation, James Scott and 
Co., Ltd. ;, floor slabs, Concrete, Ltd.; 
felt roofing, The Ruberoid Co., Ltd. ; 
fencing and gates, Penfold Fencing Co., 
Ltd.; glazing, James Thow, Ltd. ; 
heating, Brightside Engineering and 
Foundry Co., Ltd., and Matthew Hall 
and Co., Ltd. 

Painting, John Lochridge ; plumbing, 
Byard and Co.; roller shutters, G. 
Braby and Co., Ltd.; roof slabs, 
Concrete, Ltd. ; roughcast,_S. 
McMeekin ; steel decking, The 
Ruberoid Co., Ltd.; structural steel 
work, Fleming Brothers ; suspended 
ceilings, William Gibson and- Co. ; 
tiled floors, Semtex, Ltd.; tarmac 
roads and paths, Mungall and Sons ; 
special metal windows, West Bromwich 
Casement and Engineering Co. ; 
wrought iron work, Bishop and Martin. 


Top : View of main 
entrance. 


Centre : Entrance hall. 


Right : Conference room. 


TEMPORARY 
GOVERNMENT 
OFFICE BUILDING, 
SAUGHTON, EDIN. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE QUEEN AND THE R.1.B.A. 


[= Queen has granted her Patronage to 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. 
In this she is continuing the custom of her 
predecessors since the time of Queen 
Victoria. Her Majesty has also granted her 
Patronage to the Architectural Association. 


L.M.B.A. MEDALS 


THE DUuKE oF EDINBURGH is to present 
the first medals to be awarded under the 
L.M.B.A.’s scheme to award each year a 
number of silver and bronze medals to 
successful candidates (indentured with 
employers in the London Region) in the 
City and Guilds of London Institute’s 
examinations in building subjects. 

‘The awards will be made in the autumn 
on the results of the 1951/2 sessions and 
examinations, and _ the presentation 
ceremony is to take place on November 5. 
The presence of the Duke of Edinburgh 
on the occasion should prove an inspira- 
tion to the L.M.B.A. in its work for 
building education, and will also be a 
memorable event in a .year when the 
Association is celebrating its 80th 
anniversary. 


R.I.B.A. LIBRARY GROUP 


THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of ¢the 
Library Group will take place at the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, 66, Port- 
land-place, W.1, on June 30, at-6 p.m. 


LIVERPOOL SCHOOL’S ANNUAL 
EXHIBITION 


TuHE Liverpool School of Architecture 
are this year to hold their annual exhibi- 
tion at the Walker Art Gallery, where it 
was the custom to hold it between the 
wars. During the last war the Gallery 
was occupied by a Government Depart- 
ment, and it has only recently been 
returned to its original function, after 
extensive remodelling by the City 
Architect, Dr. Ronald Bradbury, 
F.R.I.B.A. 

The opening ceremony will be per- 
formed on July 2 by Sir Hugh Casson, 
F.R.I.B.A., and the exhibition will be 
open to the public daily from July 3-19, 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Sundays 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m.). A wide range of the school’s 
work will be on view, and Professor Lionel 
Budden, F.R.I.B.A., the School’s Principal, 
hopes that the exhibition will be visited 
by many former students. 


HE NEW TOWNS 


A LIMITED NUMBER of tickets are avail- 
able for the L.M.B.A. lecture which Sir 
. P. Bennett, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., chairman 
of the Crawley and Stevenage New Town 
Development Corporations, is to give at 

e R.I.B.A. on Monday, June 30. 
Applications should be made to the 
Secretary of the L.M.B.A., 47 Bedford- 
quare, W.C.1. Sir Thomas: Bennett 
ill be accompanied by the chief executive 
bfficer at Crawley, Mr. C. A. C. Turner, 
D.B.E., T.D., F.R.1.C.S., and both will be 
vailable to answer questions. 

Builders in London have a special 
Interest in the New ‘Towns _ because 

ondon is the city they are chiefly designed 
0 relieve, and because sites for the building 
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of new houses in London are so limited. 
The lecture is the first of a series which the 
L.M.B.A. hopes to arrange on semi- 
technical subjects in which’ its members 
and their staffs have a special interest. 


LONDON BUILDERS’ CONFERENCE 


Srr AtrreD Hurst has accepted the 
invitation of Mr. S. H. Loweth, F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., made on behalf of the County 
Architects’ Society, to give a talk to the 
Society at its annual general meeting on 
September 25 next, on “ The Aims and 
Objects of the London Builders’ Con- 
ference.” It is hoped that the City and 
Borough Architects’ Society and the 
R.I.B.A. will also be represented at 
the meeting. 


PLANNING SUMMER SCHOOL 


THE Town and Country Planning 
Summer School, which is arranged under 
the auspices of the Town Planning 
Institute, will take place from August 23 
to 30, at the University College, Bangor, 
North Wales. The whole programme 
has been organised on the same basis as in 
previous years. The principal lectures 
will be limited to one a day, and will be 
given by authoritative speakers on matters 
of current planning interest. The main 
papers provisionally selected are as follows : 
“Design and its Relation to Economic 
Factors,” ‘“‘The Development of New 
Towns,” “The Development of Science 
in Relation to Planning,” ‘‘ World Econ- 
omic Trends in Urban Development,” 
and ‘‘ The Place of Housing in Town and 
Country Planning.” 

An interesting series of subjects for 
discussion groups has also been planned. 
Details may be obtained from the secre- 
tary, Mr. Alfred R. Potter, 18, Ashley- 
place, S.W.1. 


T. AND C.P.A”S TOUR OF SPAIN 


ARRANGEMENTS have now been made 
with the advice of the Spanish Institute 
(London) and the Institute Nacional de la 
Vivienda (Ministerio de Trabajo, Madrid) 
for the Town and Country Planning 
Association’s study tour in Spain, which 
is to take place from September 28 to 
October 12 next. Within the part of Spain 








COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, JUNE 24 
L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—Luncheon, to be 
followed by a general discussion among members. 
Cafe Royal, North End-road, Croydon. 1 p.m. 
BRITISH WOOD PRESERVING ASSOCIATION.—Opening 
of second annual convention. bac yh re 
Cambridge. Continuing on June 25. 9.30 a 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25 


R.I.B.A. Opening of  R.I.B.A. Conference. 
i Continuing until June 28. (See page 908 
or de 

INSTITUTE OF PHysics.—Opening of Fourth Conference 
on Industrial Physics. Royal Technical College, 
Glasgow. Continuing until June 28. 9.30 a.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 26 

TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Professor W. A. 
Robinson on “Town Planning as a Problem of 
a acl Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 
6 p. 

Rovar SANITARY INSTITUTE.—‘“‘ The Health and 
Happiness of the Aged,’”’ by Councillor S. Kermode, 

and pe a Shack Dwellers of the New Forest,” by 

J. N. McNab. ‘Town Hall, Christchurch. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 27 
COUNCIL FOR VisuUAL EDUCATION.—Annual meeting. 
Speaker, Sir Philip Hendy, on “ Art Galleries and 
Museums and Their Influence.”” Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie will preside. Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 2.15 p.m. 


eeu 





“‘ Hoots ! What wi’ tossing the scaffold- 
pole an’ a’, it should be a braw, bricht 
conference at Auld Reekie!” 





to be visited, it is intended to examine 
representative housing and planning 
developments and important public works, 
as well as to gain an appreciation of the 
character of the country, its landscape, 
its social institutions, its culture and its 
people. The party expect to be received 
by some local authorities and will exchange 
views with Spanish planners, architects 
and others with special knowledge. The 
party will be led by Mr. F. J. Osborn. 


The journey to Irun (Spanish frontier) 
will be by train (second class) and boat, 
and inside Spain by coach. The party 
will be limited to one coach-load (30 or 
36). Hotel accommodation will be of 
good second class. 


The charge for the tour will be £60 per 
person, and of the £25 normal travel 
allowance the amount ayailable as 
*‘ spending money” will be about £8. 
Inquiries are being made as to the 
possibility of obtaining special allowances 
for members of the party, in view of the 
technical value of the tour. 


CRICKET: BUILDERS v. PRESS 


Tue selection of the N.F.B.T.E.’s 
XI to play against the Vitruvians (the 
trade -and technical Press) at the Archi- 
tectural Association’s Ground at Elstree, 
on Sunday, June 22, has now been com- 
pleted as follows :— 

G. P. Parker (captain) (London Region), J. A. Bird 
(Liverpool), - E. Booth rae oer aye ms P. Evans 
(Southern), B. J. Garrett Coa, + Kerridge 
(Eastern), F Morton (Southern),- a oe 
(Eastern), E. J. Shaw ( North-Western), K W. Triggs 


(London), A. F. Wallis (Southern), and . Munnion 
(twelfth man) (Southern). 


The Press team is as follows :— 


R. D. Mudie, Lex Fudge, and P. 
(Architects’ Fournal) ; A. K. Faldo (0 
tect); G. Storer (Archit a bg oe Bui 

d1I. M. Leslie ing 


D. Eastop 
Archi- 
News) ; 
A. ” Barnes. an Bishop, 
E. Chamberlain, D. N. Cornoc wi Barren pos F. Ra Rawkins, 
twelfth man : an: J- Dax Davies (Architect and Building News). 
Umpire : Tatham. 
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CONCRETE SHELL ROOFS 


A SYMPOSIUM on concrete shell roof 
construction, organised by the Cement 
and Concrete Association, will be held on 
July 2,3 and4, The first day’s papers will 
deal with the arcl.itectural aspects of 
concrete shell roofs and will be given at 
the Royal Institute of British Architects ; 
their titles are ‘‘ Domes, Vaults and the 
Development of Shell Roofing,” by Mr. 
Leo M. De Syllas, A.R.I.B.A. ; ‘‘ Various 
Forms of Shell Roofing and their Appli- 
cation,” by Mr. Edward D. Mills, 
F.R.I.B.A. ; and “‘ Architectural Problems 
of Shell Roofing,” by Mr. E. Leslie Gale, 
M.C., F.R.I.B.A. 


e 

The second and third days of the sym- 
posium will be held at the. Institution of 
Civil Engineers, and will be devoted to 
design and research, and construction 
respectively. ‘Titles of the second day’s 
papers are “ Existing Methods for the 
Analysis of Concrete Shell Roofs,” by 
Dr. J. J. McNamee; “ Flexibility Co- 
efficient Methods and their Application 
to Shell Design,” by Mr. A. Goldstein, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., A.M.I.Struct.E.; ‘ Re- 
search on Shells,” by Dr. P. B. Morice, 
B.Sc.; ‘‘ New Forms of Shell,” by Mr. 
R. S. Jenkins, A.M.Inst.C.E. ; and “‘ The 
Combination of Shells and Prestressing,”’ 
by Mr. C. V. Blumfield, M.Inst.C.E., 
A.M.I.Struct.E. 


The papers to be read on the last day 
will be ‘‘ Design and Construction from 
the Economic Aspect,” by Mr. H. G. 
Cousins, M.Inst.C.E., M.1.Struct.E. ; 
“Construction of Skelton Grange Power 
Station at Leeds and a Factory at King’s 
Lynn,” by Mr. H.  E. Manning, 
M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Struct.E.; ‘ Form- 
work Used on a Factory at Greenford,” 
by Mr. H. F. Rosevear, M.1I.Struct.E. ; 
and “ Travelling Formwork as Used on 
Sheds at Antwerp,” by Mr. A. Paduart. 


AN ARCHITECT’S APPOINTMENT 


Mr. Joun D. Buiacktock, A.R.I.B.A., 
of North Shields, has been appointed 
Borough Architect to the Bridgwater 
Borough Council. 


GREEN BELT DECISION 


ALL who. are interested in the preserva- 
tion of London’s Green Belt will welcome 
the statement made in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday by Mr. Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, that it has been decided not to 
build a prison in the Green Belt near 
Merstham, as was proposed by the Prison 
Commission. 


YORK CIVIC TRUST COURSES 


As THE FirsT of the courses on the 
protection and repair of ancient buildings 
organised by the York Civic Trust 
Academic Development Committee, which 
is to be held from September 8 to 20 next, 
has been heavily over-subscribed, the 
committee is to hold a second course at 
York on similar lines, from March 23 to 
April 4, 1953. The courses are intended 
primarily for practising architects, sur- 
veyors and builders. Both courses are to be 
held under the direction of Dr. W. A. 
Singleton, A.R.I.B.A., Manchester Uni- 
versity. 
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The committee has also announced 
that a one-week residential course on the 
care of churches will be held at York 
from April 9 to 14, 1953, and details of 

rther courses to be held in the autumn 
of 1953 will be announced later. Prospec- 
tuses of the 1953 courses will be available 
next October from the committee’s Secre- 
tary, St. Anthony’s Hall, York. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. HucH BANKarT, F.R.I.B.A., has removed to 
8a, Mile’s Buildings, Geoige-street, Bath, Somerset, 
where he will continue in practice independently and 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. 


Mr. T. C. GARLAND, F.I.A.A. and S., M.Inst.R.A., 
has resigned from the Panel of Assessors to the War 
Damage Commission. He is principal of Messrs. 
GARLAND AND PLACE, architects and surveyors, Oxshott 
and Northampton, and will now devote his whole 
attention to these practices, 
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FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, Fune 19, 1852 

THe THAMES TUNNEL.—A project is 
on foot to complete the approaches to 
the Thames Tunnel on both sides of the 
river. A very large traffic is constantly 
going on between the Surrey side of the 
Thames and Wapping, Limehouse, Poplar, 
&c., all of which has now to be conveyed 
an umnecessary circuit of nearly six 
miles. London-bridge would be relieved 
of a great portion of this traffic by the 
opening of such a communication which 
would also give to Southwark and its 
outlying districts a short and easy access 
to and from the East and West India 
Dock Railway terminus, and thence to 
the whole net-work of railways north of 
the Thames. 








89 WEST BOW, 
EDINBURGH 


The building which is the sub- 
ject of our illustration has 
recently been renovated and is 
an example of public spirit 
which is highly commendable. 
Briefly, the cement rendering, 
which at one time had been mis- 
applied over the existing stone 
rubble facework, showed signs of 
collapse at one corner, and a 
** Dangerous Structure’ Notice 
was served. On the suggestion 
of the Edinburgh City Archi- 
tect, Mr. A. G. Forgie, MM, 
ARIBA, the owner, Mr. Alan 
Mark, agreed to have all the 
cement rendering removed over 
the whole facade, thereby ex- 
posing the original stone face- 
work, the joints of which were 
then carefully raked out and 
sunk-pointed in Arden lime. 
Note the dovecot and landing 
stage towards the top of the 
gable. 

The building—like many in 
Edinburgh’s Old Town, of which 
the West Bow forms part—has 
its place in history, for it was in 
this shop (then, as now, a rope- 
chandler’s) that the mob bought 
the rope with which they hanged 
Porteous. The scene is described 
in Scott’s ‘‘ Heart of Maid- 
lothian.” The penny said to 
have been paid for the length of 
hemp was kept embedded for 
many years in the shop’s coun- 
ter until recently, when it was 
removed by an over-enterprising 
tourist. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—This correspondence, which 
began as a discussion on the architec- 
tural merits of the design for the new 
Coventry Cathedral, seems to be ending 
in a dispute about the facts of architectural 
history and their interpretation. 

If I understand him rightly, Mr. Hosken 
regards the introduction of the pointed 
arch as no more than an incident in the 
smooth, forward progress of ‘‘ tradition.” 
I regard it as a “‘new departure” of 
epoch-marking importance. To Mr. 
Hosken, innovation in architecture is a 
“myth”—the Renaissance simply a revival ; 
to me it is a “‘ new departure ”’ no less 
significant in its consequences than the 
pointed arch. In effect, your corre- 
spondent wishes us to believe that archi- 
tectural history is a record of continuous 
traditional development. Did I dream 
that Ruskin fulminated against the “ foul 
torrent of the Renaissance ” and that there 
was ever a Battle of the Styles? 


Answering your correspondent’s ques- 
tions, may I say (1) that a belief in 
architectural progress along non- 
traditional lines does not necessarily imply 
a dislike of good traditional work such as 
Guildford Cathedral, whose architect, 
Mr. Maufe, by the way, was one of the 
assessors at Coventry; and (2) that the 
design for Coventry is unusual because 
the promoters wished the building to be 
not a passable imitation of something 
evolved centuries ago under _ totally 
different conditions from our own, but 
one satisfying the needs of our time and 
contemporary in design and construction. 
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In conclusion, I must point out that 
Mr. Hosken has slightly misrepresented 
my point of view by omitting a word or 
two from one of the sentences he quotes 
from my letter in your issue of June 6. 
What I wrote was “ But the convincing 
argument in favour of progressive design 
is that traditional Gothic is not character- 
istic of our times and has exhausted its 
possibilities of development.” ‘“‘ Tradi- 
tional”’ is the operative word. I can 
see here no inconsistency with the letter 
from your other correspondent ‘“ X,” 
who claimed that Mr. Spence’s design 
was “full of the Gothic spirit.” It is 
possible to preserve the spirit of Gothic 
without imitating forms evolved centuries 
ago. FORWARD. 

*,* This correspondence must now cease.—Ep. 


CLUB PREMISES FOR 
OLD PEOPLE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your issue of May 30, you 
were kind enough to review the 
modest pamphlet entitled ‘“‘ Club Premises 
for Old People,” issued by this Corpora- 
tion. We are grateful for your comments 
and criticism for we learn by both. I 
hope that you will allow me to give the 
Corporation’s views on this subject, a 
field with which it is as closely connected 
as you are with the technicalities of 
building. 

There are about 2,500 clubs for old 
people in England and Wales to-day. 
The very large majority consists of those 
able to meet only once a week, or even less 
frequently, because of the lack of premises. 
But in places where full-time clubs have 
been opened the average demand for 
membership has been 4 per cent. of the 
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population served. In some areas it is 
even more; in others no doubt, less ; 
but the need is not as your review suggests, 
overstated at this figure. 

To meet the need most adequately a 
club must be centrally situated within the 
neighbourhood it is to serve, and within 
easy reach of public transport. The 
distance from which members will come 
is regulated by the cost of a return fare. 
Economy everywhere is the keynote, for 
every penny has to be raised by the 
committee. It is our experience in several 
instances that where economy has been 
practised, 25s. per sq. ft. of floor area 
can provide essential needs at a good 
standard. 

Heating is recognised now as a factor 
which should affect the design of a 
building from the beginning; the 
pamphlet stresses this, since so often the 
heating installation is still dealt with as 
merely an accessory; and the advances 
in structural insulation are not widely 
known. Side by side with this basic 
advice, which your reviewer ignores, his 
plea for mention of overhead gas radiant 
heaters is a rather minor matter, and I 
think technically quite mistaken! On 
the question of flooring he will find that 
thermoplastic or similar floor tiles are 
indeed included (on p. 6) as one of a 
number of floors which can be laid 
economically over concrete. 

It is perhaps your reviewer who is 
misled when he suggests that temporary 
buildings cost as much to erect as 
permanent ones. The Corporation does 
not advocate temporary buildings, but 
in some cases their lower first cost makes 
them a necessity; there is perhaps a 
confusion between the terms “‘ temporary ” 
and “ prefabricated,” and if your intention 





H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE, SIGHTHILL, EDINBURGH. This, the first prestressed building erected 
in Scotland, was designed by Sir Charles Mole (Director-General of Works), W. A. Ross, FRIBA (Director of 
‘ Works, Scotland) and Stewart Sim, FRIAS. The main contractors were Richard Costain, Ltd., of London. 
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was to check the belief that a “ pre-fab ” 
is automatically cheaper than a so-called 
traditional building, then you will find 
(p. 3) that we are in agreement. 

You suggest that residential property 
should be bought and adapted, but the 
capital cost usually makes this impossible. 
Besides, a house with stairs and some 
rooms which are difficult to use has been 
proved by experience to be less suitable. 
If small rooms are wanted, as the pamphlet 
indicates, movable partitions enable these 
to be available as well as the larger hall, 
so obviating the often expensive use of the 
parish room or town hall advocated in 
your review (which incidentally, if I may 
say so, reveals alack of appreciation of the 
functions of an old people’s club). Apart 
from capital cost, the running costs of 
residential property are prohibitive ; sub- 
scriptions of one penny a week will not 
go far towards meeting the rates, heating, 
lighting and general maintenance required. 
Having seen the difficulties of some 
committees in raising large annual sums 
to meet these expenses we advise strongly 
against the purchase of existing property. 

May I end with a plea to those 
technicians among your readers to offer 
their services in an honorary capacity 
to any old people’s committee proposing to 
build a club? This help is needed so that 
the best use may be made of the funds. 
An old people’s club is a meeting place 
which can be the life-saver of many a 
lonely pensioner. 

M. R. F.. Simson, Secretary, 
National Corporation for 
the Care of Old People. 

33, Doughty-street, W.C.1. 


‘THE COST OF “ PEOPLE’S 
HOUSES” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—My attention has been drawn to 
the leading article in your issue of 
May 23, about the cost of the “‘ People’s 
Houses ”’ erected at Desford by the Market 
Bosworth Rural District Council. I 
resent and repudiate the suggestion that 
the figures my Council gave the Minister 
are false or incomplete. — 
I would emphasise three points :— 

(i) My Council entered into a con- 
tract with the builder for the erection 
of a pair of houses for the sum of 
£1,984 the pair. Sundry variations 
‘were made to the specifications during 
construction, resulting in a final price 
of £1,945 6s. 10d. the pair. This my 
Council will have paid when the reten- 
tion period ends in July. The accounts 
will be subject to district audit in the 
usual way. 

(ii) The contractor was perfectly 
satisfied with this price. Indeed he is 
now building two more houses on the 
same terms. 

(iii) It is not customary for either 
party to make. public the detailed 
breakdown of the costs at the comple- 
tion of the contract, and thus disclose 
how the contractor runs his business. 
Reference has been made to alterations 

involving additional cost. The houses 
were experimental and they were in fact 
the first ‘People’s Houses.” Some 
additional expenditure was incurred in 
alterations and improvements made after 
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completion of the contract work. But 
these changes would not have involved 
any additional cost had they been adopted 
in the original contract. 

My Council have under construction at 
the moment more’ houses of the design 
incorporating the improvements. The 
contract price of these compares favour- 
ably with that of the first pair when due 
allowance is made for the increases in the 
cost of labour and materials which have 
taken place since the last quarter of 1951. 

E. Beckett, Chairman, 
Market Bosworth R.D.C. 


EMPLOYMENT OF STAFF 
ARCHITECTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It cannot but be noted that an 

increasing number of building con- 

tractors are employing what are called 
‘* staff architects.” 

The Code of Professional Conduct 
lays it down that a member of the R.I.B.A., 
or a registered architect, may not be a 
director of a firm whose activities are 
connected with the building industry, 
but apparently he may take a job at a 
weekly wage and keep it, presumably, as 
long as he conforms to what is required 
by the principal in matters of design and 
construction. 

I suggest that this matter is a very 
serious one for the younger generation 
of architects and if not nipped in the bud 
will eventually prejudice their independ- 
ence and. livelihood. 

The code should be revised so that if 
men wish or are obliged to work as 
builders’ draughtsmen then their registra- 
tion should be cancelled and another 
means of describing their profession be 
found. 

I submit it must be difficult for a 
servant of a contractor to fulfil the obliga- 
tions of clauses 4 and 5 of the code. 

Percy BartLett [F.R.I.B.A.] 

Castle Gate Chambers, 

Castle Gate, Nottingham. 


THE QUANTITY SURVEYOR'’S 
CLAIM TO DIRECT BUILDING 
OPERATIONS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am not certain whether the 
words in the last sentence of Mr. 
John Allan’s letter (The Builder, June 6) 
are to be taken as a plea or a challenge. 
He says, “‘ when is quantity surveying to 
be put into its proper perspective?” 
Whichever it is I would like to attempt to 
answer it. While I cannot look back more 
than some 20 years over the building 
professions, a period supported by what 
I have been able to learn of earlier days 
from speaking to older men, it does seem, 
nevertheless, that the lines of the perspec- 
tive can be put in reasonably firmly over 
this period. 

First, we must see it as aperiod of ever- 
increasing specialisation. Formerly, per- 
haps, architects may have had a broader 
knowledge but in no particular line were 
they highly specialised. Today, with the 
growth and acceptance of the University 
as the best training ground for architects, 
there has emerged an emphasis upon 
design. as the specialised field for the 
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architect, and year by year it has been 
possible to observe, in the University- 
trained architect particularly, a reluctance 
to concern himself ‘with anything but 
design and its ancillary art, planning. 

Over this same period other develop- 
ments have been taking place. The know- 
ledge of structures and structural materials 
has advanced—e.g. steelwork, reinforced 
concrete, and now prestressed concrete. 
Whilst it is possible to have some acquain- 
tance with these developments, it is the task 
of the expert to sit down and work out 
designs in these materials, and few archi- 
tects would risk the responsibility. The 
tendency, therefore, has been to shed the 
load of structural design from the atchitect 
on to the building engineer. 

Parallel happenings have taken place 
in other large fields of building, heating 
and ventilating, electrification, etc., and 
today we are finding that text books are 
written on such sub-divisions of building 
as floor-finishes which are, quite rightly, 
looked upon’ as a science in themselves. 

In all these cases the architect appears to 
be having the responsibility for the building 
taken out of his hands and, in most cases 
that I have observed, he is quite happy 
about it, provided he is left with the 
design. 

I would’ be the very last person to 
deprecate the importance of design and the 
profession of architecture which trains 
men to this art, but the question has long 
been before me as to why the man who, 
today, is only concerried with the artistic 
design should also be the direetor of 
events. 

Over against the increasing special- 
isation and sub-division of responsibility 
amongst the building professions, there has 
been a parallel growth of technique in the 
building trades and in building manage- 
ment; particularly noticeable has been 
the “‘ contract-consciousness ”” which has 
developed amongst quite small-sized buil- 
ding firms. No doubt this accelerated 
development has been caused by the war 
years and after, when the main employer 
has been the Government. The position 
today, on the building side, is that the 
master builder of any size is usually much 
more of a business man than in days gone 
by, able to organise on a large scale, having 
a shrewd knowledge of contract law and 
quite expert in estimating and costing. 
In other words, he is a much more form- 
idable opponent than the architect has 
ever met before in single combat. 


And now, to treat more directly of 
Mr. John Allan’s question, what is the 
place of the quantity surveyor in our 
picture? Over the same period of which 
I have been speaking, the importance of the 
quantity surveyor has grown by leaps and 
bounds. Noone denies this but few bother 
to ask why. From our picture, however, 
it is possible to see why, for he is the only 
person who is’ bound, by his very task, 
to have a firm grasp of all aspects of the 
job in hand. He has to break down, in 
detail, the whole of the structure before the 
work commences ; he has to embody his 
analysis into a legal document having 4 
sound basis in contract law; he controls 
‘the most important consideration in all 
building, mamely the finances; and 
throughout the building project he is 
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referred to time after time for advice 
because it is appreciated that he has a more 
detailed knowledge of all aspects of 
building than any other single repre- 
sentative of the building team. 

The proper position, therefore, for the 
quantity surveyor is undoubtedly the 
centre of the picture. The financial con- 
trol alone, in these days, would guarantee 
him no less a place than this. 


It is my belief that great advances will 
be made in building when it is clearly seen 
that the quantity surveyor is the most 
suitable person to direct building 
operations and when the utterly false 
position now occupied by the architect is 
abrogated. 


City QUANTITY SURVEYOR. 


REGISTRATION OF SURVEYORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I shall be grateful to you for the 
use of your platform again, because 
I want to state that I keep a lot of informa- 
tion which I have personally explored for 
my own satisfaction; this has taken me 
years to collect, has caused me to travel 
thousands of miles and has cost me a lot 
of money. 


The terms “ yardstick”? and ‘“ Aunt 
Sally ” are not suitable expressions to use 
unless the user knows the history about 
them. I am in that happy position of 
knowing when the “ yardstick” was 
made law in this country, and “ Aunt 
Sally ’’ had best be left with Tom Mills’ 
predecessor, the originator, in his coffin, 
I notice Mr. Tomalin is the chairman of 
the Guild of Surveyors. It may interest 
Mr. Tomalin to know that guilds were 
first formed by tradespeople and not by 
craftsmen. They were just cliques of 
men who brought wealth into this country 
and formed themselves into guilds of 
various trades as the means to publicise 
their produce. Because of the wrongs they 
committed in those days, they suddenly 
became all religious, which did not 
mislead anyone, and in the year 1552 all 
guilds became abolished by Act of 
Parliament ; this Act is, in my opinion, 
still operative to-day. Therefore, when 
people nowadays speak of guilds, meaning 
trade companies, and may make use of 
the term for historical reasons, they 
commit a complete anachronism. Edward 
III was the first to make use of the word 
“‘ charter” for various companies, a term 
which crept into the professions as a degree 
for distinguishing one person from another. 


It has never been thought by me that 
a registration means a register of “‘ know- 
it-alls,”” but is more likely to mean that 
men prefer to discipline themselves, 
which can only result in the public 
getting better services. The A.R.C.U.K. 
keeps a keen eye on all members registered, 
and they must try to give their best to 
obviate complaints being brought before 
that council, and they must be complaints 
relevant to their profession. In 1938 
the use of the word “ architect” was 
restricted, which has resulted in registered 
members disciplining themselves to a 
greater degree, from which the public has 
benefited. Mr. Tomalin should read the 
case law (Harmer v. Cornelius (1859), 
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5 C.B.N.S. 236). Civil and structural 
engineers have the right to call themselves 
surveyors but I omitted them to try and 
find the lowest figure of all artisans to-day 
calling themselves surveyors. 
* W. MacDonatp. 
Gordon House, 
16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It seems to me that Mr. Gordon 
Tomalin, a structural engineer, has 
wasted 104 column in. of your valuable 
journal (The Builder, June 13) in trying— 
very ineffectually, I feel—to combat 
Mr. MacDonald’s views on the fatuity 
of registration. Furthermore, I submit 
that, in the fourth paragraph of his letter, 
Mr. Tomalin very effectively answers his 
own postulations when he states: “‘. 
From the oldest institution to the youngest 
there persists a proud, jealously guarded 
code not only for the protection of the 
public but, equally important, of the 
honour and integrity of the professions.” 
Such being the case, why not leave the 
matter of protection in the hands of the 
capable institutions concerned, and why 
seek further and dubious ‘“ safeguards ” 
via legislation ? 

After a very long and painful experience 
in helping to work the Architects (Regis- 
tration) Acts, 1931-8, my own views on 
registration generally remain unchanged. 
In regard to the registration of surveyors, 
I aired my views a long time since in‘your 
columns, and, generally speaking, they 
accorded with Mr. Tomalin’s dictum 
quoted above. 

Without wishing to offend the religious 
susceptibilities of your readers, I would 
add that the passing of a Registration Act 
for surveyors would rule out at least one 
very popular hymn, although, in such an 
eventuality, point might well be given to 
other hymns pleading for salvation from 
our divers woes ! 

No, Sir, I submit that Mr. Tomalin’s 
letter gets us nowhere except in one 
particular ; and I suggest he might more 
usefully employ himself in explaining to 
your readers—although I agree it may be 
a difficult task—why a ‘“ Guild of 
Surveyors ” is necessary seeing that there 
are at least two reputable and long- 
established professional bodies guarding 
the interests of the bona-fide surveyor much 
more effectively than could be done by 
a hotch-potch legislative measure. 


G. B. J. ATHOE. 
London, S.W.1. 


BUILDING SOCIETY RATES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your issue of May 30 appeared 

a letter from Mr. Arnold inquiring 

why building societies had made an in- 

crease of half per cent. on old and new 

mortgage accounts and increased investors’ 
interest by only one-quarter per cent. 

Possibly Mr. Arnold has overlooked the 
following points :— 

1. Building societies pay the income tax 
on behalf of all investors, so that to give one 
quarter per cent. to investors costs the 
societies 5s. in interest plus income tax 
thereon. 
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2. Mortgage interest rates at 4 per cent. 
were the lowest ever. 


If an increase in interest to investors 
had not been made, the burden of rising 
costs due to salaries, printing, income tax 
and profits tax and the usual overheads 
was such as to presage an increase. The 
pre-war mortgage interest rate was 4} 
per cent. 


3. Borrowers who are liable for income 
tax receive an allowance from the Inland 
Revenue for all mortgage interest paid to 
building societies. A borrowing member, 
who is liable for income tax at full standard 
rate, is in the following position : 


Lash 
With interest at 4 per cent. ‘his 
ultimate liabilityis .. 400 





Less tax relief 9s. 6d. in the y 118 0 
Net rate £2 2 Opercent. 
With interest at 44 per cent. * 
ultimate liability is 410 0 


Less tax relief 9s. 6d. in the .. 2329 


Net rate £2 7 3 percent. 





The increase is, therefore, only 5s. 3d. 
per cent., or just over one quarter. 

Building societies do “‘ play the game ”’ 
and as societies have to meet the increased 
charges mentioned and also to pay more 
to retain money already advanced at 4 per 
cent., some increase is inevitable. 

HuBert NEWTON, 
Chairman, The Building 
Societies Association. 
14, Park-street, W.1. 


CRICKET 
R.LB.A. Draw with Vitruvians 


THe R.I.B.A. Cricket XI met the Vitruv- 
ians XI, at Elstree (by kind permission of 
the A.A. Council), on June 12, a keen game 
ending in a draw. The Vitruvians, batting 
first, put on 159, A. Boyd hitting hard for 47. 
Batty, with 7 for 47, bowled well on a pitch 
that gave the bowlers little help. The 
R.I.B.A. opened their innings slowly against 
accurate bowling by E. Chamberlain and 
R. D. Mudie but accepted, and nearly suc- 
cessfully, a chance offered by the slow bow- 
lers, an exciting finish resulting in which the 
architects required two runs for victory 
when stumps were drawn. 


VITRUVIANS 


. Storer b. Batty ose 
. H. C. Tatham ;* Cooper nm: 
. D. Bryant b. Cooper 

. Boyd b. Batty eee 

. D. Mudie b. Batty ... 
owarth b. Francis .. 


we 
wo ae Rat aUaAk 


Exe 


. Leslie not out 

. Dowson b. Batty 

G. T. Borns b. Batty 

E. ae Cc. Kennedy Hawkes, b. rm 
att: : 

E. G. Johnson b. Batty: 

Extras... 


OPM > gm 


a 


“ToraL . 159 


Bowling: Cooper 11-1-38-2, Norton 13-3-17-0, 
Batty 14-0-47-7, Francis 11-1-39-1. 


R.LB.A. 


J. Kennedy Hawkes c. Leslie b. benaral 
berlain ‘a 
D. Le M. Brock c. Boyd b. Mudie ... 
N. Harrison c. Chamberlain b. Boyd ... 
R. Norton I.b.w. b. Mudie ‘ * 
D. S. Taylor not out .. snl 
J. G. Batty ¢. Leslie b. Chamberlain ... 
R. A. Le Fevre b. Chamberlain ore 
. G, Cooper 1.b.w. b. Chamberlain ... 
. R. Fairbairn not out 
. E. Frahcis Did not 
P. Winton ae Bat 
Extras 


BSosu 


w 
sn2o- 


aed fone aan 
Tosa (for 7, wkts.) ... 158 
ee a a % Chamberlain 19-6-51-4, Dowson 4-0-10-0, 


Boyd $-0-26-1, Mudie et Nupeee 3-0-10-0, 
Tatham 2-0-19-0; Howarth 1-0-11 
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A SCOTTISH BUILDING GLOSSARY 
Survival of Craft Terms 


By Ralph E. Bullock, 


ig was necessary in the course of recent 

work in Scotland to prepare a personal 
glossary of local building terms. This was 
subsequently compared with technical dic- 
tionaries and several small private glossaries 
and is published here, partly to help other 
Southerners who may venture north of the 
Border and partly to lure from readers other 
technical terms which have a purely local 
usage, not necessarily Scottish. 

There are over 200 terms in this list and 
possibly a few of them may not be used 
as much now as once they were, but it is 
fairly certain that any list collected in a 
comparatively short space of time cannot 
hope to be fully comprehensive. If any 
other reader of The Builder can add further 
terms, stating to what extent they are still 
in use, I, for one, should be most interested. 
My definitions are as near correct as can 
be ascertained after comparing their con- 
text in several documents and discussing 
them with Scottish friends, whose kindness 
in making sketches of their meaning and in 
helping with the glossary is much appre- 


A.R.LCS., A.LArb. 


ciated. If any of the English equivalents 
do not express the exact shade of meaning 
of the originals, kindly correction would be 
most welcome. 

There is a fascination in collecting words; 
it would be interesting to know the deriva- 
tion of many of these names, and indeed of 
many that we use regularly in the South, 
but that is opening a wider subject. 

Some of the words included in the list 
are also used in the South, but in a differ- 
ent context: e.g., eke is used in a general 
sense of “increase, making-ends-meet, 
topping-up,” but not as a building term, eke- 
piece, which nevertheless has the same mean- 
ing. (Eke is an Anglo-Saxon word.) It 
would be a pity to allow words so correctly 
used to die out through ignorant Anglicising! 
Some of us might quote “shiver, my 
timbers” more often than we would apply 
the word shiver tod ‘broken stone. On the 
other hand, words such as press, scale, spar, 
are still used in their general sense in Scot- 
land, while in England their use has been 
restricted to particular meanings; we will 
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talk of a “linen press,” but the Scots apply 
the term correctly to any cupboard; we 
restrict “scale” (from the Latin for a lad- 
der) to music and measuring instruments; 
we use the term “spars” for rigging, but 
not often for roofing, to which it is equally 
applicable. 

Perhaps the old Scottish craft terms have 
survived longer than others because the 
trade system keeps them alive. Specialist 
crafts keep their peculiar words longest; 
some English stone masons and quarrymen 
use words that are very ancient and entirely 
local in application and meaning. The iron- 
founder also has his own, language, but I 
am concerned here not so much with the 
terms used in manufacture as with those 
employed in building, and again not so much 
with the operations of building as with the 
technical names for parts of the building 
itself, ie, with terms appearing in speci- 
fications and bills of quantities. 

The dividing line of usage is not neces- 
sarily the Scottish border, and some of the 
terms are fairly common in the North Mid- 
lands. In the list beginning below words that 
seem to be purely Scottish in origin are in 
capital letters and those which are also 
English but appear to be in more constant 
use in Scotland are in small letters. 








Angle Tooled, Angle Droved—Stone 
dressed so that the tool marks run 
diagonally across the face. 

Astragals—Glazing bars. 

Axed—Stone dressing applied to granite 
or other hard stone after the face has 
been reduced with a punch. 

Back er ae of cased sash 


fra! 

Balk, a neui~Colles, or upper tie 
between rafters. 

BanD—Bond (INBAND and OUTBAND). 

Banisters—Balusters. 

Bar—Ledge, e.g., a barred door is a 
ledged door. 

BARGE, BERGE—A projecting stone drip 
at the base of a chimney stack to 
throw off water; a shaped timber 
drip housed to bottom rail of door ; 
a board or plate to raking face of a 
gable ; an apron (in lead or copper). 

BASE-BLOCKS—Plinth blocks (joinery). 

Bases—Built up skirting with a plain 
board and — moulding above. 

Base-course— Plin 

Bat—Metal cramp ; lead wedge ; iron 
cramp for fixing door frame 3 part of 
hinge built into brickwork or masonry; 
to caulk. 

BAT-BOLTs—Rag bolts, 

BATON-ROD—Window bead, sash stop 

, staff bead. 
Batten Door—Ledged door. 
Baulk—See Balk 


Belicast Pieces—Sprockets ; also fillet 
at base of roughcast. 
BELT-co tring course; band 


course. 

BELTING—Plugged bearers; hat and 
coat rails. 

BEVEL-CHECKED JomInt—Bevel halving. 

BerGce—{See Barge). 

BiLGaTE—Wood or breeze fixing slip for 
joinery built into the wall. 

A concrete or timber stall division 

in byre or cowhouse. 

BLags, BLAzE—Poorly bituminous sand- 
oe A ap or fireclay in the coal 


Siscidan-ons-—<hiecced Boanting (Joiner) 
rough grounds ; fir batte: 

Bond stones—Tie ‘stones, sands periodic- 
ally placed full thickness or more than 
half thickness of wall. 

Boasted, droved—Stone dressing finished 
with a boaster, a 24 in. to 3 in. wide 
chisel. 

Boss-HEAD—Box staple for bolt of dead 
or rim lock. 

BossInc—See Window Bossing. 

Bottle nosing—Rounded nosing. 

Bottled—Rounded. 

Bottoming—Hardcore. 

Bounp—Framed, as in doors or roofs. 

BrANDERS—Counterbattens, grounds for 
plasterboard or laths. 

BRANDERING—Battening as last. 

Breast—{of steps) Riser, (of windows) 
Portion of wall below sill. 

-“LINING— Window back, panelling 
between window board and skirting. 

Bridle—Trimmer. 

Bridling joist—Tri 

Bric, Bricas—Wi = 
flues. 


joist. 
ivisions between 


Broached—Face of stone worked with a 
point to show diagonal or horizontal 
furrows. 

BuILt-pooks—Fixing pads ; Hardwood 
plugs ; Bilgates (q.v.). 

— STEPS—Built into, or on support 
walls. 

Butt—Square or fitted end ; 
joint (not used of hinges). 
ByYE-wooD -FLUSHING—Planing down 

joints of boarded floors. 

Camp—See Coom. 

Cant—Tilt. 

CANT (bedded)—Stone laid with natural 
bed vertical and showing on face. 

CauUSEWAY—Sett paving. 

Chanelling—Rebates on ashlar to form 
rustications or the like. 

Cueck—Rebate. 

CHIMNEY CAN—Chimn 

bam aed bend Sortion: of Aa above 


heading 


ea CLEADING—Rough boarding, 
as scaffold boards or laggings. 

Clean—Wrought (timber) ; also used for 
timber free from n knots. 

C.iinc—To s 

Cunk—Welt. 

CLour, CLourep—Hack or hammer 
dress stonework ; to remove a projec- 
tion in stonework. 

CLosE-END—Stopped end of eaves 
gutter. 

C.yp skew—Springer ;_ spur stone. 

C®pDINGs, CODINGS—Pad stones or 
templates. 

Conpuctors—Rainwater pipes. 

Coom, Coomsp—Sloping soffit or ceiling. 

CopE—(Masonry) Coping (joinery), Top 
of pipe box or stair stringer ; timber 
top to front edge of sink ; cistern top 
or draining board (c.f. Haffit). 

Copper Tacking—Copper nailing. 

ae step in stepped 
gab! 

Corners—Quoins (see also a 

Corner bead—Timber or metal 
forming arris of plastered wails (of 
Staff bead). 

rnice—Projecting moulding 
windows, doors, wall heads, etc. 

COUNTER-CHECK—Rebated meeting rail 
of a sliding sash or folding door. 

Courp—Rubbish tip ; spoil heap. 

CoupL_e—Rafter. 

Coursed rubble—Rough squared stone 
walling in courses to suit height of 
rybats or corners. 

CramPets—Cramps, walls hooks, hold- 
fasts, or gutter brackets. 

CROSS-TAILED HINGE—Cross garnet or 
tee-hinge. 

DABBED, DABBLED—Sparrow pecked 
with sharp point (masonry). 

und boarding; insula- 
tion ; filling such as foam slag ; 
originally ash filling between joists 
covered with plaster. 

Die, Die wall—The dado, or cubical 
part of a pedestal, often with a half 
baluster worked on ; baluster seatings 
in masonry worked on the plinth or 
handrail cappings; dwarf wall at 


over 


Dooxs—Driven plugs (as distinct from 
BILGATES q.v.). 
DovusBLinc—Tilting fillet. 


Drafts—Margins of stone tooled 
separately from the face. . 
Dressed—Finished face of stone; 


wrought (timber). 

Drip sox—Cesspool in lead flat or gutter. 

Drop—Outlet nozzle to eaves gutter. 

Droving—Boasting, finishing the stone 
face with a 2} in. chisel or boaster to’a 
fine corrugated texture with parallel 
lines. 

DWANG, DWANGING—Bridging, herring- 
bone strutting, or nogging to floors 
or partitions. 

Dyke—Dry rubble wall. 

EDGE-HINGE—Butt hinge. 

EXE PIECE—A length used to make up 
the required size, e.g. gulley riser, or 
extension piece. 

Renee linings of windows at 
sides. 

Exposed face—Fair face. 

FAcING—Moulding worked on exposed 
edge of timber, sometimes used for 
architrave. 

FAUCET END—Socketed en 

FILLETS (tiling)—Battens ‘tiling). 

FLANK—Valley. 

Founps—Foundations. 

Freestone—Any fine grained 
easily worked. 

GABBART-SCAFFOLD—Scaffold built of 
squared timbers bolted together. 

GIBLET-CHECK—Rebate in stonework 
into which a door closes when hung 
without a frame. 

GorGce—Throating. 

GouFFING—Underpinning. 

Grip—Open drain in byre or cow- 
house ; any open drain. 


stone, 


Grounding—Battening or firring, 
plugged. 
Harret—Spandrel; triangular shelf 


bracket ; dormer cheek. 

Harrit—Frame for cover or lid ; side 
of pipe box; cupboard sides (c.f. 
Cope). 

HALFLeT—End of church pew. 

Hand hole—Inspection hole. 

CHECKED JOINT—Double rebate 

joint ; halved joint. 

HALLAN—A biss (q.v.) constructed from 
Caithness flagstone. 

HANGING STEPsS—Built into wall one end 
and cantileve 

HarRLINGc—Rough cast. 

HeNcH—Narrow side of chimney stack. 

Hewing—Hand working of stone. 

Hourr—Workmen’s shelter, latrine. 

INBAN, INBAND—Quoin or jamb stone 
short on main wall face and long (for 
bonding) in return or reveal, c.f. 
OUTBAND. 

INBAND RYBAT—Header stone in jamb 


of an opening. 
ae (masonry) on a reveal 


return. 
Incons—Jamb (joine: 
InGo—Reveal face (c. £ seed: 
INGOING—Reveal. 
INTAKE—Plinth or offset to a wall. 
Jam nuts—Back nuts or lock nuts. 
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JOGGLE-Post—Post having shoulder as 
an abutment for strut. 

Keeper—Striking plate for 
staple for yes 

Kep—Door sto 

KiLtt—Slight ca commonly given 
to stone ste 

KiLT FILLET—Tilting fillet. 

LAND GUTTER—Horizontal valley gutter. 

LatcuetT—Lead, copper, or zinc, clip 
or strip for fixing welt. 

LaTH (tiling)—Batten. 

Lime-shells—Quicklime in lumps, un- 
ground kiln burnt limestone. 

Lineal Stones—Stones sold by foot 
lineal. 

LONG-STONE-SWINGS—Stone lintels. 

LUFFER-BOARDS—Louvres. 

Lutinc—Caulking. 

LYING LIGHT—Ceiling light or lay-light. 

Mid-Feather—Parting slip ; cross 
tongue. 

MonTANT—Munting. 

MuniIon—Miullion. 

NosE-Cock—Bib cock. 

Oncome—Corbel at springers of open- 
ing ; as gathering of flue. 

OuTBAN, OUTBAND, OUTBAND RYBAT— 
Quoin or jamb stone long (for bond- 
ing) on main wall face and short in 
return or reveal, c.f. INBAND. 

OvrsounpD—Stretcher in masonry 

QUTER END OF STEPS—Open end ‘of. steps. 

OveRLAPS—Passings. 

OxterR preces—Short vertical timbers 
fixed to rafters and ceiling ties near 
eaves as struts ; queen posts. 

Oxters—Space between oxter pieces 
and eaves. 

Pap—Nipple cast on an iron pipe to 
permit being bored and tapped for a 
branch connection; gutter outlet 
or nozzle. 

PARPEND—A through bond stone faced 
both ends. 

PARPEND ASHLAR—Stonework, faced both 
sides as for parapet walls. 

PEN, PEN-CHECK, PEND—Birdsmouth re- 
bate in stone or concrete. 

PenD—A _ cove way or passage 
through terrace houses. 

Picked, picking—Masonry finished by 
pecking stone face with a pick or 
pointed tool. 

Prenp—Arris between inclined planes ; 
Ridge, hip, apex. 

PIEND CHECK—Birdsmouth rebate cut 
along lower of a stone step for 
setting upon the step below. (See 


lock or 


PEN). 

PIEND RAFTER—Hip rafter. 

Pipe Fanon ion Sh eyes. 

Plain joints—Butt and straight joints. 

PLASTER AND FORM—Parge and core. 

PiaT, PLatr—Broad step next below 
threshold ; landing. 

PLATFORM—Flat roof, 

PLATFORM BOARDING—Roof boarding on 
a flat roof. 

PurntH—({Masonry) Eaves course, or 
wall head course. 

Pointing—(Masonry) Pecking stone face 
with a pick or pointed tool; also 
neat mortar finish to joints. 
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Polished—Stone face rubbed free from 
cn or sawmarks by hand or 


me <. , we (see also WALL Peon 

PuUGGING—Dubbing out, rough render- 
ing behind skirtings. 

Punched, Punch d—Stugged (q.v.), 
stone face brought approximately 
flat with a ae or blunt a 

RAGGED-END—Roughened end. 

RAGGLED—Housed ;. chased. 

RAGGLE, RAGLET, RAGLETTING WALLS, 
RAGLING WALLS—Chase or chasing for 
flashing for edge of floor or steps. 

RAGLIN—Ceiling joist. 

RAIN-CONDUCTOR—Rain water down- 


pipe. 

RANCE—Shore or prop. 

RANCING—Shoring. 

REIND, RIND—Fillet. 

REPRIS! tools or seats worked on 
sills for jambs or mullions. 

Rest—Wall hold, bearing of a structural 
member on a wall ; template or pad 
stone. 





RHONE—Half round eaves gutter. 
RIDGE POLE—Ridge roll, pee roll 
to take lead covering. 
ID—See REIND. 
Rubbed jointing—Masonry see 


rubbed with leather or indiarubbe: 
to remove marks and ensure p need 
fit to irregular stones. 
Rubble—Stones of irregular size and 
shape (see also Squared Rubble). 
RuN—Fall. 
RyBats—Reveal Stones (c.f. INBAN, 
INGO). 
Saddle—Apex stone to gable ; 
coping splayed both ways. 
SAVES, SAVERS, SAVING STONES—Stones 
built over lintel to distribute load to 


or a 


THE BUILDER 


SaRKING—Rough roof boarding, plain 


edge or rebated 

Scabbled, sca led—Rock faced stone 
roughly fa with pick or hammer. 

SCALE sTEPs—Fliers, steps with parallel 
nosings and equal goings. 

SCARCEMENT—Plain horizontal set off 
or ‘rebate in wall or foundations used 
as a shelf to carry ends of jeists. 

ScHEDULE (of quantities)}—Bill (of 
quantities). 

SCONTIONS—See 

ScREW-NAIL—Wood screw. 

Scribbled—Hammer dressed beds or 
joints of masonry with marginal 
chisel dr: 

SCUNTIONS, SCUNCHEONS—Internal_ re- 
veal ; facing to reveal behind « d 


squared random rubble, approxi- 
pens 3in 
Sneck- head—Latch catch. 
Snecked, snecked rubble—Rubble walls 


stones or snecks introduced to break 
the courses. 

SNECKED HARLING—Roughcast showing 
the faces of occasional walling stones 
built proud. 

SNECKED POINTING—Flushing up the 
joints in walling leaving the faces of 
larger stones clear. 

= (usually applied to internal 
sii 

So.um—Area within containing walls of 





rybats (q.v.); return of a pier or 
pilaster ; open en end of a wail. 

SHIELD—Escu' 

Senvens-Chiepions : ; 
or crushed stone, 
SHIVER BOTTOMING—Hardcore filling. 
SHOULDERED—Torched. 

Skew—The raking 
stepped (flashing). 

SKEW CORBEL, CLUB SKEW—Springer ; 
spur stone supporting gable coping. 

= Putts—Kneelers. 

KEwWs—Stone slates used for swept 
ge (see also SKEW). 

SLAP, SLAPPED, SLAPPING—Cutting out 
to form an opening in an existing 
wall. 

Sup BoLTs—Barrel bolts. 

Slips—Glazing beads ; cover fillets. 

Sludge on teerel cock. 

Stump—Spot item without measure- 


ments. 
Sneck—Lifting lever passed through a 
door to actuate the fall bar (e.g. 


Spalls; broken 


side of gable; 


after removal of top soil. 

Spalis—Small pieces of broken stone. 

SPARRED SHELVING—Slatted shelving. 

Spars—Rafters. 

SPRING BOARDS—Strings. 

SPRING-sNIB—Sash fastener. 

Squared rubble—Rubble walls in which 
the stones are squared, but of irregular 
size and uncoursed. 

Staff bead—Timber or metal bead to 
gectact a plaster arris (c.f. corner 


). 

Standard—Door post; quartering or 
uprights in stud partitions. 

Standard ~Partitions—Stud partitions, 
studding. 

Stave—To_ caulk 
well caulked.) 

STONE SAFE, STONE, SAVINGS—See Saves. 

STOOTHED PARTITIONS—See Standard 
partitions. 

Straightening—A plaster rendering for 
dubbing out rubble and other walls 
with an irregular surface ; second or 


(HaRD sTAVED— 
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Battening ; firring 

wit “tpplicable only to walls) ; 
plugged or nailed grounds. 

apo ye stone faced with a pick 
or pointed tool. 

SUMMER—Bressumer. 

Super stones—Stones sold by the foot 

super. 

Sursase—Dado rail; moulding over 
base plate. 

TAIL DRAIN—Drain between disconnect- 
ing chamber and main sewer or 
outfall. 

THRAWN—Warped. 

THuMBAT—Wall hook for fixing sheet 
lead ; lead wedge. 

Tie-joist—Tie beam. 

Tingle—Clip or strap to welt in lead, 
copper or zinc. 

ba > TOoBBY—Stop cock box, or its 


Track—Trench. 


Tusks—Toothing ; projecting stones at 
end of stone wall for boncing an 
adjoining wall. 

UpstarT—Reveal stone long in vertical 
dimeasion. 

Vent—Flue in a wall. 

Virrit—Ferrule. 

Wall Head—Top of wali, eaves. 

WALL pPREss—Recess in wall which is 


made into a cupboard; built-in 
cupboard. 
WATER T. 


‘ABLE—See BARG! ‘ojecti 
ledge at base of chimney. ‘diy riganees 
WHEEL STEPS, WHEELERS— Winders. 
WINDOW BossING—Recess in wall on the 

inside beneath a window. 
Window housing—Recess formed by 
CHECKS, or reveals in heads and jambs. 


jambs. 


Norfolk latch) ; 


small stones in floating coat of plaster. 


Withes—Briggs (divisions between flues). 








QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ CONFERENCE 
A Review of the Last Three Years 


THE effect of national policy on the pro- 

fession was one of the subjects covered 
by Mr. ALAN W. Davson when he gave 
a review of the work of the Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Committee of the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors during the period 
1949 to 1952. He was presenting the paper 
on behalf of the Committee at the Quantity 
Surveyors’ Triennial Conference, held at the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers on 
June 17. 

Mr. Davson referred to the 1946 report, 
when the Committee noted the view ex- 
pressed in the eighth report of the National 
Committee of Expenditure of the House of 
Commons, which advocated the use of 
private firms as against increasing Govern- 
ment staffs. On this subject the review 
continued :— 


Recently the demand for quantity sur- 
veyors in the departments concerned with 
defence has been brought to the notice of 
the Institution, and the Institution has im- 
pressed on the Government the desirability 
and advantages of utilising private firms on 
work connected with rearmament. 

A large programme of Government work 
both for social purposes and in relation to 
exports has kept the profession busy over 
the last three years. The temporary sus- 
pension of licences and the change in em- 
phasis in expenditure on building will have 
its effect in due course, though it may be 
neutralised to some extent by the require- 
Ments of rearmament. In any case it 
should only be a temporary recession, for 
the labour and material available in the 
industry will be used to the full. 


Reports on the Building Industry 


Examining the three reports on the build- 
ing industry made since 1944, the report 
on the Placing and Management of Con- 
tracts (1944), the Working Party report on 
the building industry (1950) and the Building 
Productivity Team report (May, 1950), Mr. 


Davson said they seemed to reflect funda- 
mental differences arising from economic, 


psychological and political causes and by- 


reason of the frustrations which the British 
industry suffered in this country through 
war and its aftermath. It remained to be 
seen how and to what extent the alleged 
advantages of American methods and the 
resulting higher productivity could be 
obtained in this country. 

In many respects this rested primarily 
with master builders and operatives both 
individually and in co-operation. Matters 
pertaining to pre-planning,; measurement 
and control of cost rested primarily with 
the master builders and professional groups, 
but it was noteworthy that in ali these reports 
there was a reference in almost identical 
words to the significance of individual effort 
as the only way to full efficiency. 

Mr. Davson went on to deal with methods 
of measurement and in this respect stated :— 

The building productivity report points 
out that in the team’s view the responsible 
organisations in Britain might examine the 
possibility of simplifying the present system 
of the standard method of measurement. 
This revived interest in a perennial problem. 
The question was discussed at two recent 
meetings of Quantity Surveyors. 

Some of those here to-day may not have 
been present on these previous occasions, 
and to get added views I will take the risk 
of summarising what I believe to be the 
views prevailing at the moment. There 
appear to be three schools of thought :— 

(a) That generally the standard method of 
measurement appears to be satisfactory, so 
there is no need to tamper with it; 

(b) that there are a large number of 
anomalies and a lack of uniformity in the 
phrasing and drafting, and the method 
would be satisfactory if this was righted; or 

(c) that not only (b) is necessary, but that 
the standard method of measurement 
should be based upon properly applied 
principles in regard to quantity units and 


the like and related to an adequate system 
of unit costing. 

The standard method of measurement is 
a joint effort by contractors and surveyors. 
When a new edition is contemplated, sug- 
gestions are sought from all interests through 
the technical Press, and this is now being 
done. The suggestions put forward, together 
with those received at various Meetings, will 
be closely considered by the joint committee. 


Statistics and Employment 


In giving some interesting figures of mem- 
bership Mr. Davson said :— 

The total number of corporate members 
in the Institution is 11,140, and the total 
number of chartered quantity surveyors is 
2,943. This number in 1949 was 2,025, and 
in 1943 1,672. The total’ number of 
quantity surveyor Fellows is 756. Total 
number of Professional Associates is 2,187. 
Total number of those. who have become 
corporate members in the last three years 
is as follows: 1949, 303; 1950, 284; 1951, 
426. The wastage due to death and resigna- 
tion in 1951 was 59. 

The figures quoted above. show a net 
increase in corporate members since 1949 
of 918. The numbers in private practice 
- 2,273, and those in official employment 

In the field of education and training the 
Committee reported that they had been co- 
operating in the revision of examination 
syllabuses for quantity surveyor candidates 
with the Education Committee of the 
Council. On the next occasion. therefore, 
there would be more to report on this 
subject. 


Builders’ Surveyors 

Reference to both the 1946 and 1949 
reports, states the review, will show that 
from time to time pressure has been brought 
to bear on the Committee to admit the 
builder’s surveyor to membership of -the 
Institution. Within the present period the 
same issue was raised by the Working Party, 
and the matter was fully considered by the 
Committee and discussions were held with 
the National Federation of Building Trades 
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Employers. A fundamental objection to this 
course referred to in 1946 remains, namely, 
that whilst the technique of the builder’s 
surveyor and quantity surveyor are in some 
respects similar, the day-to-day functions 
which the quantity surveyor is called upon 
to perform are essentially different. The 
Institution has always considered that 
Government and public bodies and the 
greater number of commercial and private 
undertakings will require advice on cost 
‘independent of the contractor they employ 
to execute the work. The quantity sur- 
veying section of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors constitute to-day the 
representative body of professional quantity 
surveyors, and the functions of the chartered 
quantity surveyor are now well known to 
the building public. Moreover, the term 
“chartered quantity surveyor” in this 
country is synonymous with the term 
“quantity surveyor” as used in_ those 
countries overseas where statutory registra- 
tion of title exists. 

The Working Party suggested that the 
difficulty could be overcome by introducing 
alternative forms of membership, but this 
would upset the principles outlined above. 
Neither would it solve the problem. Allter- 
native forms of membership satisfy no one 
and constitute the thin end of the wedge 
to full membership. There is also the pre- 
cedent that when those engaged on the com- 
mercial side have been admitted to an insti- 
tution which previously only accepted 
professional members, the professional 
members have then formed an additional 
body to safeguard the principles in which 
they believe. The Committee feel that for 


these reasons alone the rule should be . 


maintained, but there are many other reasons 
given in the 1946 report, in the evidence 
before the Working Party and in the dis- 
cussions with the builders. 

This decision is in no way derogatory to 
builders’ surveyors and estimators. The 
remedy seems to be. for them to form their 
own body, and to develop it to the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors’ stan- 
dards. In this way they will in no way lose 
efficiency and will establish their own 
status. 

Discussion 

A vote of thanks to the speaker was pro- 
poséd by Mr. Rex Proctor who, referring 
to Mr. Dawson’s remarks about quantity 
surveyors being good technicians, said that 
in their profession they were in a rather 
different position to most ether professions 
whose first duty was to their client. The 
quantity surveyor, he said, apart from his 
duty to the client, had a duty to an ideal; 
an abstract ideal in truth. He must have 
a sense of integrity in the widest sense; 
integrity of thought and a personal internal 
sense of integrity. Referring to some 
people’s idea of a quantity surveyor, he said 
figures were not their tools. Unless the 
quantity surveyor used words properly then 
he would never prepare clear bills of 
quantities. 

Formally seconding the vote of thanks, 
Mr. K. J. SPEAKMAN-BROWN, who spoke for 
the junior members, said that he had heard 
the view expressed by some young quantity 
surveyors that they neither needed nor 
wanted registration. He thought that the 
work of the quantity surveyor could best be 
put across to the public by good publicity; 
putting over to them the exact meaning of 
the three words—“ chartered quantity sur- 
veyor.” On the subject of employment, he 
thought that the idea expressed by Mr. Dav- 
son for the sending out of information on 
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the state of the market, was a good one and 
would be a great help to branch officials. 

He had heard the need for preplanning 
referred to as being the conscious agitation 
of the young surveyor. He hoped their 
inventors would not say that preplanning 
was not practical. 

In the general discussion that followed 
Mr. P. H. Toy asked if they were sure that 
the new entrant to the profession had a 
broad outlook. Referring to the form and 
layout of the bill of quantities and the dis- 
cussions on that subject at present being 
held between the R.LC.S. and the 
N.F.B.T.E., he asked if it were not possible 
for the building owners’ views to be heard. 

On the question of publicity a SPEAKER 
suggested the appointment of a public rela- 
tions officer to bring before the public on 
suitable occasions the work of the Institu- 
tion. 

Mr. IrRvING Topp, stressed the importance 
of pre-planning. He felt that apart from 
urging others to make revisions in their 
methods of doing things, there was really 
very little they could do. He thought they 
should be given the opportunity of knowing 
about a licence long before it is issued; when 
it would be granted; how much it would be 
for; and the type of building they were going 
to be allowed to erect. All that would be 
needed at the outset would be a sketch plan. 

One SPEAKER said that in most cases the 
standard method of measurement was a con- 
tract document and being a legal document 
had not much latitude. “ Simplify it, by all 
means,” he said, “ but not so much that the 
contractor has to do our work for us.” 


The Broadening Horizon 


"THE afternoon session of the conference 
consisted of a talk by MR. KENNETH 


DaLE on “Quantity Surveying: The 
Broadening Horizon,” followed by a dis- 
cussion. Mr. Dale began by defining the 
place of the quantity surveyor in the build- 
ing industry and by describing the basic 
function he performed in connection with 
a building contract. It was important, he 


said, that the quantity surveyor should regard 


his job as a vocation and not be interested 
only in what he got out of it. His was an 
independent profession and he should strive 
to keep it so. 

Referring to the “broadening horizon,” 
Mr. Dale said that before attempting to 
assess the trends of the future it was useful 
to consider the changes which had taken 
place in the past. In 1920, when he began 
his training, there existed the Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Association which was later absorbed 
into the R.LC.S. In those days, too, the 


‘standard method of measurement had not 


been introduced and quantity surveyors were 
unknown outside the industry. 

By 1939, the speaker continued, the 
standard method of measurement was in its 
fourth edition and the professional com- 
petence and integrity of the quantity surveyor 
was more widely recognised and appreciated. 
The post-war period had brought a spate 
of new controls and a number of fantastic 
forms of construction. The general effect 
created by controls was that there was little 
to show in comparison with the work in- 
volved. There had also been the Produc- 
tivity’ Team report which conveyed some 
doubt as to the importance of quantity sur- 
veyors and this was followed by the Working 
Party report which seemed ‘to convey the 
opposite opinion. 

The position to-day was unrealistic. In 
the matter of housing, for instance, many 
were slow in realising that if you wanted to 
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build a cheap house you must build a small 
house. F r we were still enmeshed 
in muddle and delays of all kinds. 

Mr. Dale criticised some architects’ staffs 
by suggesting that they frequently showed 
ignorance of methods of construction by dis- 
guising their work with pretty draughtsman- 
ship. Neither ‘did he conceal his dislike of 
some modern systems of building which he 
said made heavy profits for their sponsors 
until the “racket” was found out. 

It was possible, said the speaker, to can- 
clude that the horizon was not broadening 
but, perhaps, narrowing. It should be 
remembered, however, he continued, that 
the profession of quantity surveying was 
based on a great tradition which each in- 
dividual engaged in the profession was 
bound to maintain. 

It was not likely, he thought, that the 
profession of quantity surveying would die 
in the near future. In fact he thought it 
could become the most important section of 
the industry. Efficiency in quantity sur- 
veyors’ offices could, however, be improved, 
he thought, if the principal of each firm paid 
more attention to the smaller items of detail 
of the work carried out in his office. 

In the discussion which followed, a wide 
range of topics were referred to by various 
members of the audience, several of whom 
expressed the view that quantity surveyors, 
who enjoyed the confidence of all other 
sections of the industry, should give the lead 
in persuading the industry to take definite 
steps to implement the recommendations 
contained in the American Productivity Team 
report and other significant reports. 


PEOPLE’S HOUSES OPENED AT 
WORCESTER 
Non-Traditional Construction 


BLOCK of four “ Wates” houses, the 

first to be built to the People’s House 
designs, were opened by Mr. ERNEST Mar- 
PLES, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minis- 
try of Housing and Local Government, at 
Worcester, on June 12. Since the end of the 
war 564 “ Wates” houses have featured in 
Worcester’s housing schemes. The form of 
construction used in the group which Mr. 
Marples opened was basically the same as 
that employed extensively by this firm in 
recent years; it consists of the erection on 
site of factory-made reinforced concrete 
units which form the shell of the house. 
This particular group of houses was com- 
pleted in five weeks. 

In his opening address, the Parliamentary 
Secretary said that the People’s House was 
now being built by local authorities all over 
the country. It was being built to a variety 
of designs, all of which maintained the 
generous main room sizes to which we had 
been accustomed since the war. By saving 
on such items.as passage space and omitting 
a second lavatory, it had been found that it 
was possible to produce high standard hous- 
ing and, at the same time, save 10 per cent. 
of the main building materials. This meant 
that for every 10 houses constructed to the 


old plans, 11 People’s Houses could be built. 


“We want every house we can get to 
speed the housing drive,” declared Mr. Mar- 
ples, “and local authorities like Worcester, 
who build both in bricks and mortar and by 
non-traditional methods, are making the best 
use of the labour and materials available in 
their areas. We must keep up our standards 
and our workmanship, and, at the same time, 
we must build by every well-tried and proved 
method which will keep the numbers in- 
creasing month by month.” 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


M.o.W. Artist Staff 

ON June 10, in the House of Lords, the 

EaRL OF HUNTINGDON asked whether 
the Government would not reconsider their 
decision to discharge nearly half the artist 
staff in the Ancient Monuments division of 
the Ministry of Works engaged in restora- 
tion and maintenance, in view of the small 
saving of money entailed in proportion to 
the large consequential deterioration in the 
art treasures of the country. 

He explained that there were 13 artists 
employed in protecting Crown property, 
including the Queen’s collection of pictures 
in the Royal Palaces, the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, Embassies, Government buildings, and 
certain National Trust properties. The 
work of these artists was of great delicacy 
and skill. He understood that, as an 
economy measure, the Government were 
going to dismiss a large proportion of the 
staff, and notice had already been given to 
six out of the 13 of the staff of restorers. 
There was also a threat to get rid of their 
office and studio workshop. 

The total savings in salaries would amount 
to some £4,000 a year. For this ridiculous 
amount it was terrible to-risk the serious 
deterioration which would happen to the 
paintings and works of art of Crown pro- 
perty. It was the best example he had ever 
known of spoiling a ship for a ha’porth of 
tar. The Holbein ceiling in St. James’s 
Palace cost £1,400 to be restored. An out- 
side estimate for the same work amounted 


F to £5,000. Where was the economy in get- 


ting rid of these men? The future pro- 
gramme entailed the cleansing and restora- 
tion of the entrance hall of the Royal Naval 
College, Greenwich, which was in a terrible 
state, the Queen’s staircase paintings at 
Hampton Court Palace, which were black- 
ened and almost falling to pieces, the clean- 
ing of the murals in the crypt of St. James’s 
Chapel and those in the Royal Mausoleum 
at Frogmore. These artists had a ten years’ 
programme ahead, and he. begged the 
Government to reconsider their decision. 

LorD FARRINGDON, speaking as a trustee 
of one collection, said that he knew the 
immense importance of the work of those 
who dealt with the care and restoration of 
art treasures. These cadres of extremely 
skilled men -would not be reassembled 
easily once they had been dispersed. Many 
people felt that the breaking up of an 
organisation which must be regarded as the 
maintenance staff of our cultural capital was 
an unwise action. 

Lorp HAMPTON also urged the Govern- 
ment to think again. He said that the sav- 
ing must be small and the loss to the nation 
great. 

Eart Jowrtr said that he realised the 
Government had to make economies, but he 
was not at all sure that this was a sound 
economy. 

THE EARL OF MUNSTER, who replied for 
the Government, promised to inform the 
Minister of Works of the views expressed 
during the debate. He said that the num- 
ber of artist painters employed by the Min- 
istry of Works was 13 and it was now pro- 
posed to reduce it to eight, with a saving 
of £3,000 a year in salaries. A metal worker 
was also being discharged. The new figure 
of eight compared favourably with five 
employed .before the war and in 1945. 
Reductions in staff were being imposed in 
Many departments and the Ministry of 
Works could be no exception. There was 
ample work ahead, and the programme 
would have to be adapted to the new condi- 
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tions. One way in which that could be 
done was for the staff of the Ministry of 
Works no longer to be authorised to assist 
in non-Government work, such as churches, 
local authority buildings and private houses. 
In the past the cost of this work was re- 
coverable from the individuals concerned. 
There was no intention whatever of abolish- 
ing the Ministry of Works school of artists 
which, for more than 30 years, had done 
most valuable work. 


Research in Industry 

In the House of Lords on June 11 
and 12, debates took place on the applica- 
tion .of science to industry and agriculture, 
on the motion of Lorp SAMUEL. He spoke 
of the importance of scientific research. He 
said that there was an enormous time-lag 
in the use of science in many industries. One 
cause of that was certainly the lack of 
publicity and propaganda. It was very diffi- 
cult to teach the average farmer or the 
average builder, and to acquaint him with 
the newest and best methods, though great 
efforts were being made in that direction. 
Perhaps more important were the restric- 
tions due to our’ economic condition in 
labour and materials. Buildings or equip- 
ment for scientific development in industry 
could not be erected because licences were 
refused. Further, there was the enormous 
burden of taxation. 

LorpD Woo ton, the Lord President of 
the Council, spoke of the work of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, and referred particularly -to the 
work done in fuel economy. He said that 
the Fuel Research Station had made im- 
portant advances in the design of heating 
appliances and insulation for domestic and 
other buildings. The station had now deve- 
loped a simple and cheap device which, when 
fitted to the doors of hand-fired Lancashire 
boilers, prevented the emission of smoke. 
This device was being produced by a large 
number of firms, and when it was in general 
use the saving: of coal would be considerable. 
Largely as the result of intimate co-opera- 
tion between the Iron and Steel Research 
Association and the industry, Britain now 
led the world in the design and in the instru- 
mentation of open hearth steel furnaces. No 
other country in the world had so many 
open hearth furnaces where the fuel input 
was controlled by the roof temperature. He 
announced that the Government were 
urgently exploring the practical possibilities 
of building up at least one institution of 
university rank devoted predominantly to the 
teaching and study of the various forms of 
technology. 

Lorp FALMouTH said if 


industry and 
agriculture were to take advantage of all the 
pearls that science had given them, they 
would have to purchase new plant and - 


new machinery and have new buildings. The 
latter were an immensely important aspect 
of national life to-day. Many factories, 
through no fault of their own, could not find 
new buildings. If industry and agriculture 
were to take advantage of all that science 
had to offer, they must spend vast sums of 
money. But where on earth was that money 
to come from? Industry was so highly taxed 
to-day that it could not possibly put by the 
sum necessary to compete in efficiency with 
foreign competitors. If we were to reap 
the great harvest that science was so 
liberally handing out to-day, the Government 
must realise that the nation must have a 
lower standard of taxation. 


Regional Pools 
On June 10, Mr. Braine asked 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 


fhe 
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whether, by arrangement with housing 
authorities, he would provide a pool of 
building licences on a regional basis, to help 
applicants who, while satisfying the criterion 
of housing need, lived in one district and 
were desirous of building in another. 

Mr. MarPLeEs, who replied, said that since 
the decision whether a licence should be 
issued rested with the local authority, the 
Minister did not think the suggestion would 
secure the object Mr. Braine had in mind, 
but if he had any particular cases in mind 
the Minister would look into them. 


“ Jerry-Built ” Council Houses 

On June 10, Mr. CHAPMAN asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what steps he took to satisfy himself, before 
Exchequer subsidies were paid, that newly- 
completed council houses were not jerry- 
built; and whether, since expenditure of pub- 
lic money on subsidies was involved, he 
would inquire into the jerry-building of 
council houses by private builders on the 
Bartley Green and Rednal estates of Bir- 
mingham City Council. 

Mr. MarPLEs, who replied, said it was a 
condition of grant in respect of new dwell- 
ings that the certificate of completion by 
the surveyor or other authorised officer of 
the local authority should state that the 
dwellings had been constructed in a proper 
and workmanlike manner. As regarded the 
specific cases mentioned, the Minister had 
made inquiries and had been informed that 
certain constructional defects disclosed in a 
relatively small number of houses had been 
remedied by the contractors at their ex- 
pense. 

Mr. CHAPMAN: Is the Minister not aware 
that there are quite scandalous defects in 
these houses? I have sent some of the 
details to him. Is he content to take no 
action when there is a gross waste of public 
money and materials, culpable neglect on 
someone’s part in not housing people in 
decent houses? There is great inconvenience 
to great numbers of people who are having 
to move out of their houses, or have half 
of their houses demolished. This is really 
quite a bad case. 

Mr. MarPLes: The reason for the con- 
structional defect is this. The chimney place 
incorporated a liner recommended by the 
Building Research Station for the erection 
of a particular type of approved heating 
appliance proved defective in a few houses. 
Its use required more supervision during 
construction than can normally or reason- 
ably be given. The use of this liner has, 
therefore, been discontinued. It is not 
accurate to ascribe to private enterprise the 
whole of the blame. 

Mr. CHAPMAN: That was only part of the 
trouble. There are actual cases of houses 
being built which are so damp that people 
are being moved out just after they have 
moved into the houses. The Minister has 
given only half of the case. 

Mr. MaARPLES: Inquiries made by the 
Minister showed that the district surveyor 
approved most of the houses with the ex- 
ception of those I have mentioned with the 
particular defect in the chimney. 


Brick Supplies 


On June 10, in reply to Mr. GEORGE 
THoMas, the Minister of Works, Mr. 
Ecctes, said that there were good stocks 
of bricks in Wales at present. If the users 
ordered well ahead, they should be able to 
avoid shortages. He added that his Depart- 
ment recently received reports of a surplus 
of bricks in South Wales and at the same 
tine of a deficiency in Scotland. The Scot- 
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tish demand was, therefore, brought to the 
attention of brickmakers in South Wales. 


Distribution of Cement 

On June 10, Mr. JoHN RANKIN asked the 
Minister of Works, in view of difficulties 
which had recently arisen, if he was satis- 
fied that arrangements for the distribution 
of cement were sufficient to ensure that sup- 
plies were available for all works in pro- 
gress. 

Mr. Eccies said that cement was distri- 
buted by the trade through normal channels. 
He was satisfied the general arrangements 
were usually adequate, but when cement had 
to be brought a long way local shortages 
were liable to occur. There had been ex- 
ceptionally heavy demands recently in Scot- 
land for defence and other purposes and 
although supplies had been much greater 
than they were last year they had not been 
sufficient. Urgent steps were being taken 
to increase the supply still further. 


Free Limits 

On June 10, Mr. Turner asked the 
Minister of Works if he would now con- 
sider raising the free limit of £100 for nor- 
mal maintenance work on building to £150 
in view of the increased costs of labour and 
materials. 

Mr. Eccles said that the increase in build- 
ing costs was only one of several factors 
which were being taken into account in 
deciding what free limits should apply from 
July 1 next. 


Building Trade Apprentices 

On June 12, Lt.-Cot Lipton asked the 
Minister of Labour what steps he was tak- 
ing to overcome the shortage of apprentices 
in the building trades. 

SiR WALTER MONCKTON said that in- 
formation about the careers offered by the 
building trades was made generally available 
to suitable boys in the course of vocational 
guidance given through the Youth Employ- 
ment Service, and vacancies notified to the 
service for apprentices in those trades were 
brought to the notice of all such boys who 
were likely to be interested in them. 

Lt.-CoL. Lirton asked if the Minister was 
aware that a critical situation was now deve- 
loping in this matter; that enly about 25 per 
cent. of the required number of apprentices 
were coming into the building industry; and 
that in London alone they needed 4,000 
apprentices a year. This was causing great 
anxiety both to the employers and the trade 
unions concerned. 

Sin WALTER MONCKTON said he understood 
from the Minister of Works that an intake 
of 22,000 apprentices a year was necessary, 
that the current intake was only about 
18,500, and that the matter had been 
referred to the National Joint Council, which 
was concerned with it. 


Development Charges and Claims 

The Central Land Board have drawn 
attention to the following recent question 
and answer in the House of Commons in 
regard to development charges and 
claims :— 

On May 26, Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether, in the 
light of the progress made on the  assess- 
ment of. claims on the sum of £300m. set 
aside under the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act, 1947, he would make a statement 
about the future collection of development 
charges from persons who. possessed agreed 
claims. 

Mr. Boyp-CARPENTER: Yes. -In future 
when a development charge becomes due 
from a developer who possesses a claim the 
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value of which has been determined, the 
Central Land Board will accept a charge 
upon that claim as security for an amount 
not exceeding 80 per cent. of the face value 
of the claim. Only the balance (if any) of 
the development charge will be immediately 
payable. 

When issuing an assessment of develop- 
ment charge to an applicant who, according 
to their records, has an agreed claim on the 
£300m. in respect of the same larid, the 
Central Land Board will offer to accept a 
charge upon the claim as indicated above. If 
it is not immediately clear from their records 
that the applicant has a claim, the Board 
will ask whether he has one. The claim 
need not necessarily relate to the land 
which it is proposed to develop. 

An applicant who is paying a development 
charge by instalments can offer a claim as 
security for the outstanding capital up to 80 
per cent. of the face value of the claim. 

These arrangements apply to a develop- 
ment charge for winning and working “ dor- 
mant” minerals (that is, minerals which are 
not “near-ripe”) provided the charge takes 
the form of a single capital payment. 

In no circumstances can ‘the Board repay, 
under these arrangements, a development 
charge which has already been paid either in 
part or in full. 


SELF-BUILD GROUPS 


Sir Luke Fawcett’s Criticism 
HE “self-help” house-building associa- 
tions and the Government’s policy of 
encouraging the sale of local-authority 
houses were matters referred to by Sir 
LuKE Fawcett, O.B.E., president, National 
Federation of Building. Trades Operatives, 
in his address to the Federation’s 35th 
annual conference, which opened at Teign- 
mouth, Devon, on Tuesday, June 17. Sir 
Luke said :— 

“ The housing shortage is made the occa- 
sion for the adoption of experiments 
designed to alleviate the position. What 
are known as ‘self-help’ concerns have 
recently gained prominence. I think this 
‘self-help’ philosophy demands a little 
closer scrutiny. I certainly have no wish, 
nor do I think has anyone in the building 
industry, to discourage any attempt to build 
proper houses at reasonable cost, but the 
shortage of houses is due neither to the 
lack of building operatives nor to any lack 
of their desire to build them. 

“If the Government decides that, say, 
half a million houses are to be built yearly, 
then half a million will be so built. The 
only obvious solution (to build houses) to 
the housing problem seems to have escaped 
attention, and so all kinds of schemes and 
fancies arise, none of which is likely to 
lead to any proper remedy of this great 
social ill. While materials are still in such 
short supply because rearmament retains 
priority, how cana few amateur builders 
hope to reach success, which has so far 
eluded the industry? What guarantee will 
there be that ‘self-help’ houses will con- 
form to the necessary standards and price? 
Will local authorities and experienced 
builders with their workmen be denuded of 
materials so that these can go to ‘self-help’ 
societies? Are the latter to be favoured in 
the matter of the supply of the necessary 
materials? If not, how will they benefit if 
they too are made subject to all the frustra- 
tions which the building industry has 
suffered since 1939? 

“TI cannot overstress the point that hous- 
ing is not a physical problem at all, but 
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purely a political one. It has been so ever 
since 1918. The willingness, the skill, the 
desire, the enthusiasm, the experience of the 
building operatives are all there, ready to 
be placed at the disposal of the community, 
and nothing on our side is lacking to supply 
the remedy, in spite of constant jibes from 
ill-informed and prejudiced quarters where 
there are people who are more concerned 
with deriding the workers than with solving 
our social ills. I have used the term 
‘enthusiasm’ deliberately, for a large num- 
ber of building workers are themselves 
seeking houses and would, I am confident, 
prefer to devote their energies to building 
houses rather than to be spending time on 
aerodromes and other non-civil work. 
“Self-help as a philosophy may be all 
to the good, but I am afraid it breaks down 
as a practical means of overcoming the 
economic and political barriers that beset 
the path of well-intentioned reformers.” 


Sale of Council Houses 

Sir Luke said that he believed the Govern- 
ment’s: policy of encouraging the sale of 
jocal-authority houses was wrong. He 
declared :— 

“Many reactionary authorities—most of 
them unfortunately are, especially in rural 
areas—burdened with heavy rate charges 
and only too anxious to seek financial 
redress, wherever possible, will welcome the 
chance given*them to sell their property. 
Comparatively few persons can _ afford 
present-day prices, so the houses will go to 
those who can afford to buy and not neces- 
sarily to those in greatest need. 

“A £1,500 local-authority house, bought 
over a period of 20 years, will cost the owner 
over £8 a month, exclusive of rates and all 
the other charges associated with house- 
ownership. As the average earnings (not 
wage rates) of adult male workers in_ this 
country are a little over £8 a week, it seems 
barely possible that an ordinary worker can 
manage a sum in purchase which may 
amount to as much as a third of his total 
income. There may be no difficulty in 
selling the houses in question, but my firm 
conviction is that the greatest needs will be 
neglected, because the criterion will not be 
need, but the length of the purse, two aspects 
which are rarely coincidental.” 

Dealing with the matter of wage-claim 
presentation, Sir Luke said :— 

“The Government’s injunction that we 
should exercise restraint might be favour- 
ably received, or more favourably received, 
if there were any sign of an effective and 
substantial price reduction, but there is very 
little indication indeed so far of any price 
change which would justify the trade unions 
abandoning their wage demands. The 
Purchase Tax modifications recently an- 
nounced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
are paltry in comparison with the urgent 
needs of the lower-paid masses of the com: 
munity. Price increases have to be calcu 
lated in terms of shillings or even pounds, 
while reductions amount to a few pence 
only. 

“TI would like to see, as I am sure would 
the majority of workers, a substantial fall 
in prices rather than make constant demands 
for more wages in a futile attempt to catd 
up with the rising cost of living, for W 
must remember that no wage increase i 
ever in proportion to the rise in the cos 
of living. We must, of course, under preset! 
conditions pursue our wage demands, f 
in their absence we should fall further behin 
in the almost hopeless task of attemptitl 
to achieve a semblance of parity.” 
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Front elevation of the aluminium “‘ Commonwealth House.’ 


AN ALUMINIUM 


HE “Commonwealth House,” construc- 

ted in aluminium and designed primarily 
for export to Australia, New Zealand, 
Rhodesia and East Africa, has evoked a con- 
siderable number of inquiries since its pro- 
totype was Officially opened on June 10, as 
reported in our last issue. 


The floors of the house are made up in 
8 ft. by 4 ft, and 4 ft. by 4 ft. panels of 
tongued and grooved deal flooring. The par- 
titions are made from Stramit compressed 
strawboard, paper-covered and fitted in F 
section timber frames which lock one into 
the other. All partitions are factory-made 
to exact sizes, and at the points where door- 
ways occur the partition is made in such a 
way as to form part of the frame of the door. 
All the built-in cupboards are backed with 
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EXPORT HOUSE 


Stramit board, so that there is satisfactory 
sound insulation between the rooms, 

The windows to the kitchen, bathroom 
and lavatory, and the door to the laundry, 
are fitted with additional frames carrying 
copper mesh flyscreens. In the prototype 
house the walls, ceilings and floors of these 
rooms have been finished with a material 
known as “Cocoon.” This material, which 
is waterproof and washable, has been used 
for the protection of guns, aircraft, ships and 
other Service equipment when stored in the 
open. It has now been developed for appli- 
cation in all normal colours for purposes 
of domestic decoration, and is applied by 
spraying. 

The material is not supplied as one of the 
standard components of the house. 


Plan of the house. 
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RAISING BUILDING 
PRODUCTIVITY 


The Importance of Organisation 
Me. D. E. WOODBINE PARISH, 
= F.LO.B., president of the L.M.B.A., 
was. the guest of honour of Central Area 
No. 1, at its June luncheon, in Kensington. 
Mr. W. Gordon Lilly, chairman of the area, 
presided. 

Mr. Woopsine ParisH said that the 
greatest contribution the building industry 
could make to Britain’s economic recovery 
was to ensure the highest possible level of 
production. How was that to be achieved? 
The first need, he suggested, was to find the 
means of raising quickly the general stan- 
dards of administrative skill, competence and 
efficiency of each section of the industry 
towards the level of the most competent. 
The next was for the industry to analyse in 
detail and understand its complex function 
and process of production. 


The process of assembly, said Mr. Wood- 
bine Parish, could be simply defined as. the 
planning of a wide range of structures to 
meet the requirements of the community, and 
their construction by the process of assem- 
bling the various raw and prepared materials 
and manufactured components. It entailed 
careful initial inquiry and planning by the 
architect into the needs of the building owner, 
followed by the preparation and transmission 
of complete and detailed information of these 
needs to enable the builder to organise and 
co-ordinate labour, plant and materials. The 
part that skilful and enlightened administra- 
tion and organisation could play in all see- 
tions and at all levels of the industry by 
developing improved methods of construc- 
tive assembly could not be over-emphasised, 
and unless each section of the industry was 
fully trained and skilled in its respective 
duties and readily accepted its responsibili- 
ties, the building industry would inevitably 
be forced to operate at the speed or level 
of competence of the least efficient. 


Confidence and Goodwill 


Of paramount importance to the whole 
process of assembly was an ample and con- 
tinuous supply of the requisite materials and 
components, and at the present time this 
was to a large extent the responsibility of 
the Government. Given the assurance of 
materials, the next most important need was 
for a high degree of goodwill, confidence 
and mutual respect among the various 
partners in the industry. These factors and 
qualities of our industrial set-up, which were 
largely matters of human relationships and 
simple codes of good conduct, behaviour 
and discipline, must be ensured if the process 
of competent planning and integrated pro- 
duction and assembly was to be carried on 
smoothly and efficiently. 


Everyone in the industry must have a clear 
appreciation and acceptance of his respective 
function, responsibility and obligation, and 
a desire to make his maximum contribution 
to the wellbeing of the whole by personal 
efficiency, co-operation and _ self-discipline. 
Only by these means would the building 
industry reach its highest level of production 
and bring about any substantial reduction 
in building costs. 


Mr. A. A. THORNE, vice-president of the 
area, conveyed the thanks of the meeting to 
Mr. Woodbine Parish for his address. 
Among those present were the district sur- 
veyors for the boroughs covered by the area. 
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BIRMINGHAM’S 1953 HOUSING 
PROGRAMME . 
Mounting Cost of Providing 
Accommodation 


BIRMINGHAM'S £9m. building pro- 

gramme for 1953 is to include the biggest 
flat-building drive the city has known. Half 
the 4,422 homes planned for the year will 
be in blocks of flats. 

The_average cost of the dwellings in the 
1953 programme is estimated at £2,032, com- 
pared with £1,926 under this year’s pro- 
gramme. 

A quarter of the programme is for blocks 
of six- and eight-storey flats, and another 
quarter is for three- and four-storey flats. 

A corporation official has stated that the 
emphasis in the next 10 years will have to 
be on flats. “Land is getting scarce in the 
city, so that we shall have to go in for more 
of them,” he said. 

The taller blocks of flats will be built near 
the city centre, and if the steel supply 
improves 10- and 12-storey blocks may be 
constructed. 

Outlining the plans for the programme, 
Alderman A. F. Bradbeer, chairman of the 
house-building committee, said that most of 
the building will take place in the south and 
south-west of the city. The programme of 
4,422 homes compares with the total of 4,260 
for the current year. In the 1953 programme 
3,802 dwellings will be built in outlying 
estates and the remaining 620 in the central 
redevelopment areas. 


Non-traditional Methods 


The programme includes almost all types 
of homes — bungalows, houses, maisonettes 
and flats in blocks from three to eight storeys. 
The houses will have one, two, three or four 
bedrooms. Half the dwellings will be built 
by non-traditional methods. 

* Multi-storey flats are already being built 
on the new housing estates,” Alderman Brad- 
beer said, “but next year’s programme will 
include a bigger proportion. They will be 
on suitable sites, and in cases where they 
will be near the city boundary we shall con- 
sult the authorities in the surrounding 
counties. 

“ Because of the steel shortage large blocks 
of flats will be built of load-bearing brick- 
work, but if the steel supply improves plans 
will be switched to the cheaper and quicker 
forms of construction.” 

He disclosed that the committee would give 
consideration to the building of “house on 
house” types similar to the buildings put 
up at Smethwick, as this gave higher build- 
ing density to the acre. 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDING 
ESTIMATORS 
Council Holds First Meeting 


rPHE first meeting of the council of the 

newly formed Institute of Building 
Estimators was held at the headquarters of 
the Institute, 10, Cromwell-place, South 
Kensington, S.W.7, on June 7. 

Addressing the meeting, the president, 
Mr. T. L. FARRELL, referred to correspond- 
ence which he said appeared in the columns 
of The Builder last-November. A number 
of letters expressed the urgent need of pro- 


fessional recognition for the building esti-: 


mator, he said. This correspondence aroused 
a tremendous interest among _ building 
estimators throughout the country, and an 
open meeting took place in London to dis- 
cuss and decide arrangements for the birth 
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of a professional body for those engaged in 
the work of building estimating. At this 
meeting 14 men with long experience in 
building estimating were chosen to constitute 
the first council of the new body. Since then 
many meetings had been held in London for 
the purpose of discussing affairs generally 
and for the preparation of the memorandum 
and articles of association. 

The Institute had now been officially 
incorporated and was recognised as a body 
representing building estimators. — 

Mr. Farrell said that the need to-day for 
an Institute such as theirs was very great, and 
he was sure that the expansion of the Insti- 
tute of Building Estimators would be rapid 
and continuous. They had for the first time 
in history an organisation giving bona fide 
building estimators that professional status 
which they so well deserved and which was 
so long overdue. 

The design of the Institute’s crest, 
approved by the council, is a quill and con- 
tract parchment superimposed on bonded 
brickwork. 

It is intended that early steps will be taken 
to devise and provide means for testing the 
qualifications of candidates by suitable 
examinations. For a limited period persons 


who conform to the stringent provisions laid 
down may be admitted without examination 
either as Fellows (F.1.B.E.) or as Associates 
and will be entitled to use 
“Incorporated Building 


(A.LB.E.), 
the designation 


-Estimator.” 


Inquiries from bona fide building esti- 
mators for details of membership should be 
addressed to the Institute’s secretary. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
“ Builders Can do Better Still ” 


SPEAKING at the half-yearly meeting of | 


the Yorkshire Federation of Building Trades 
Employers at Scarborough on June 13, Mr. 
J. IAN ROBERTSON, National President, said: 
“The number of houses completed during 
the first four months of this year is one 
of which all sections of the industry can 
be proud, and shows what can be done 
when encouragement instead of repression 
from the centre is accompanied by increas- 
ing supplies of materials. 

“We have assured the Government that 
we can do better still, provided the flow 
of materials continues to increase—there is 
still in some parts of the country anxiety 
about cement and bricks—and provided also 
that either the licensing of houses is abolished 
or sufficient licences are issued to enable 
the medium and large builder to develop 
estates and the small builder to combine 
the erection of a few new houses every 
year with his normal work of maintenance 
and repair.” 


300 NEW SCHOOLS COMPLETED 
Education Ministry’s Report 


IN SPITE of the three-month ban on the 
start of new projects during the autumn, 334 
new primary and secondary schools were 
completed and brought into use in 1951, 
and 1,130 were under construction at the 
end of the year, according to the Ministry 
of Education’s annual report, “‘ Education in 
1951,” which was recently published. 

Thirty-seven new special schools for 
handicapped children were opened, bringing 
the total number to 634. To extend 
facilities for technical education major pro- 
jects costing nearly £7m. were started, and 
at the end of the year work valued at 
£15,500,000 was under construction. ~ 
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B.A.T.C. SCHOLARSHIPS 
Awards for 1952 


THE MINISTRY OF WorRKS has announced 
that four, scholarships have been awarded 
under the Building’ Apprenticeship and 
Training Council Scheme. The scholarships 
are tenable for degree courses at Manches- 
ter, Cardiff or Leeds Universities, or for 
Higher National Diploma courses at various 
technical colleges throughout the country. 
The grants cover fees, examination expenses 
and maintenance allowances. 

The winners, who will receive their Cer- 
tificates of Award from the Minister of 
Works, Mr. David Eccles, M.P., in London, 
at the end of July, are:, 

Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council Scholarships: D. Wright, bricklayer, 
aged 20, of Little Hulton, nr Bolton; R. S. 
D’Arcy, plumber, aged 24, of Pinner, 
Middlesex; and R. G. Daintree, plumber, 
aged 19, of Southport, Lancs. 

Worshipful Company of Carpenters’ 
Award: P. H. Diggle, stone-setter (pre- 
cast concrete), aged 20, of Ipswich, Suffolk. 

The awards have been made following a 


“written examination held at various centres 


in April. Of the total number of boys 
who entered for the examination, a limited 
number were chosen for final interview in 
London. 

Since the scholarship scheme was intro- 
duced by the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council in 1947, 29 boys have 
gained these awards for full-time study at 
universities or technical colleges. A con- 
dition of the awards is that the boys will, 
on completion of their courses, take up 
positions in the building industry as distinct 
from the allied professions, such as archi- 
tecture or surveying. 


FENCHURCH-STREET 
DEVELOPMENT 
£239,000 Proposal 

THE CourT OF COMMON COUNCIL, at its 
meeting at Guildhall, on June 12, approved 
proposals for dealing with Redevelopment 
Unit No. 12, which is land adjoining the 
approach to  Fenchurch-street station, 
bounded by  Fenchurch-street, Mark- 
lane, London-street, and Railway-place, but 
excluding 60 to 63, Fenchurch-street and 11 
and 12, London-street. The cost is put at 
£239,000. 

Major SANDLE, who moved the reference 
back to seek financial help from the Rail- 
way Commission for the railway forecourt, 
said that all the other main line stations 
had provided their own forecourts. He also 
urged that interest charges for the first.four 
years should be added to capital. 

Mr. J. Batry replied that efforts to secure 
help from the railway had been unsuccessful. 

The amendment to refer back was lost and 
the court made the necessary order for com- 
pulsory purchase. 

The court agreed to purchase Isleden 
House, Islington, with its furniture and fit 
tings, from the City Parochial Charities for 
£100,000 to relieve the City’s problem of 
housing old people. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Messrs. W. C. Youngman, Ltd., of Wandsworth and 
Crawley, manufacturers of plant for the building trade 
and -of materials handling equipment and bathroom 
fittings, announce that Mr. L. J. Elliott (production 
manager) and Mr. F. S. Price (works manager) have beet 
appointed to the board of directors. 

Mr. N. McPherson has been appointed a directot 
of the British Aluminium Co., Ltd., of St. James’s-square, 
S.W.1. He will continue as general manager of the 
company. 
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IMPORTANCE OF TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 
Building School’s Speech Night 

“WE in the building industry, if not the 
first, were at least one of the first to realise 
the importance of education, and provide for 
our lads to receive the desired instruction,” 
said Mr. E. L. Jones, M.B.E., London 
Regional Secretary of the NF.B.T.O., when 
he presented the awards at the Speech Night 
of the East Ham Secondary Technical School 
of Building on June 12. 

Mr. Jones went on to stress the need for 
schools to produce youths of the right type 
and intelligence. ‘When one sees large 
open spaces in the City, one realises the great 
future there is in building,” he said. “It is 
only from schools of this kind that we can 
expect to get craftsmen of a suitable nature 
to make our City the grand place it really 
is.” 

Among others to speak were the Mayor of 
East Ham, who presided, and Mr. N. How- 
DILL, B.Sc., Headmaster of the School, who 
gave his annual report. He explained the 
facilities available for study at the school, 
but stated that boys threw away their oppor- 
tunities in many cases. He needed the fullest 
co-operation of parents in encouraging their 
sons to study. Firms were most anxious to 
recruit boys from the school. 

An exhibition of work completed by the 
students during the past year showed a high 
standard of technical ability, and of particu- 
lar interest was a half-erected bungalow con- 
structed as an exercise by the students. 


“SLIPPER BATH WASTES FUEL ” 
Replacement by Showers Advocated 


“ Tue time-honoured slipper bath, requir- 
ing anything from 20 to 60 gallons of water, 
is a very inefficient means of taking a bath, 
not only in regard to fuel consumption to 
produce the necessary hot water, but in 
water consumption. The shower bath is a 
far more efficient method of giving equally 
good results.” This view was expressed at 
the British Electrical Power Convention at 
Bournemouth on June 16 by Mr. C. HUBERT 
SmitH, M.LE,E., M.1.H.V.E., in a paper on 
“Domestic Electric Water Heating,” on 
behalf of the Electric Water Heater Manu- 
facturers’ Association. 

Mr. Smith described a_ self-contained 
shower cabinet which could be introduced 
into practically any type of house, and said 
that a good “bath” could be obtained in 
from three to six minutes, according to the 
adjustable rate of flow through the shower. 
The total consumption of mixed water, hot 
plus cold, was three gallons, and when the 
water was electrically heated the consumption 
of electricity was half a unit. Most people 
would find a peried of three minutes under 
a shower to be ample. 

The normal loading of this shower equip- 
ment was 1 kw., but provision was made to 
increase the loading up to 4 kw. when a 
succession of shower baths was required 
from the same cabinet. 

There was a wide application for this 
equipment in factory and minehead ablution 
rooms, and there was little doubt that when 
the prejudice in favour of the slipper bath 
had been overcome it would become domes- 
tically popular. Such an innovation would 
be welcomed by water departments as a 
Means of reducing water consumption, 
which, in view of the modern requirement 
of a bathroom in every home, necessarily 
Meant a very great increase in the demand 
for water. 
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BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING 
Expansion in New Annexe 


“IT IS PROMISING that this school has 
found need of an annexe in which to 
develop, as it reflects a growing demand for 
training which will do much towards satisfy- 
ing the housing programme,” said Mr. P. 
McNamara, chairman of the Regional Joint 
Apprenticeship Council, at the opening on 
June 16 of ““ Open Week ” at the new annexe 
of the Building Trades Department of the 
Brixton School of Building. 

Other speakers included the Mayor of 
Brixton and Mr. A. Reid, Head of the Archi- 
tecture and Surveying Department. Among 
those present were Mr. D. E. Woodbine 
Parish, president, L.M.B.A., and Mr. Mar- 
chant, of the N.F.B.T.O. 


Most of the building craft courses were 
transferred to the annexe last September, 
and Mr. E. J. Elmes, Head of the Building 
Trades Department, expressed the hope that 
the “Open Week” would give people an 
opportunity of seeing the scope and type of 
work done in the school. 

The new annexe, which accommodates 
700 students, extends the facilities for prac- 
tical instruction, and a scheme is proposed 
to provide three out-buildings in varying 
stages of completion to give all the students 
an opportunity to put their knowledge into 
practice. 


Welwyn and Hatfield New Towns 

The Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment, Mr. Harold Macmillan, has re- 
appointed for a period of one year the 
chairman and five members of the Develop- 
ment Corporations for the New Towns of 
Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield. He has 
accepted with regret the resignation of Mr. 
P. E.: Longmore, C.B.E., who has been a 
member of the two Corporations since July, 
1948. Mr. R. G. Gosling has been re- 
appointed chairman, but the former deputy 
chairman, Mr. R. L. Reiss, has asked to 
be relieved of this office although he is 
continuing as a member. 7 C.. G. 
Maynard has been appointed deputy chair- 
man in his place. The two Corporations, 
each of which has the same membership, 
are now constituted as follows: Messrs. 
R. G. Gosling, C. G. Maynard, G. R. Lowe, 
R. L. Reiss, H. L. R. Matthews and W. H. 
Playle. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Change in Title 

The National Federation of Clerks of 
Works and Building Foremen’s Associations 
of Great Britain will in future be known as 
the National Federation of Clerks of Works 
and Builder’s Foremen. The strength of 
this Federation has grown from three asso- 
ciations in 1948 to nine associations to-day. 
Kent, Wolverhampton and Walsall are three 
of the most recent associations to join. 
Active support is being given to foremanship 
training courses and to the proposed Regis- 
tration of Clerks of Works Act. 


The Guild of Surveyors 

The Guild ef Surveyors have changed the 
address of their office to 17, Westbury- 
avenue, N.22. 


Summer Golf Tournament 

The summer meeting of the Building 
Alliance Golfing Society will take place at 
Sunningdale Golf Club on July 8. Rounds 
may be commenced at 9.30 a.m., and the 
“ Bunter” Griffiths Memorial Trophy will 
be played for concurrently with the Singles 
event. The closing date for entries is June 
27, and entry forms can bé obtained from 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. David T. Hill, 
W. G. Hill and Son, Monument Station- 
buildings, King William-street, E.C.4. 


THE BUILDING SOCIETY 
MOVEMENT 
“ Based on Mutual Service” 


“THE building society movement is still 
fundamentally based on mutual service,” 
declared Mr. J. C. Crofts (chairman), pre- 
siding at a luncheon in London on June 10 
to celebrate the centenary of the Lambeth 
Building Society. “The spirit of co-opera- 
tion is still the driving force even though 
the societies have now grown into large 
financial institutions.” 

Building societies were able, in his view, 
to perform a nationally important duty by 
discouraging borrowers with slender incomes 
from entering into commitments beyond 
their means, by explaining that owners, in 
addition to making provision for repay- 
ments to the society, must provide as well 
for rates, repainting and repairs. 

“There is also identity of interest between 
a borrower and a building society with 
regard to the quality of the building com- 
prised in a mortgage security,” said Mr. 
Crofts. “Now, when we hope that there 
soon will be more new houses available 
for purchase, it is most desirable that build- 
ing societies should do their utmost to dis- 
courage the jerry builder by every possible 
means, in particular by refusing to lend 
money on houses of poor quality.” 


LONDON HOUSING BOARD 
List of Appointments 


THE HovusiNnG PropuctTion Boarp for 
the London Region has been set up. The 
members of the board are: Independent 
chairman, Sir Alan Saunders, O.B.E.; repre- 
sentatives of the building trades employers, 
Messrs. Nigel Hannen and H. E. Comben, 
O.B.E.; representatives of the building 
trades operatives, Messrs. H. J. Adams and 
E. L. Jones, M.B.E., representative of 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, Mr. A. S. Charlton, C.B.E.; repre- 
sentative of Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, Mr. H. R. Whiteman, 
C.B.E.; and ee of Ministry of 
Works, Mr. A. P. Humby. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


Ceylon: Three factories and a bridge are 
scheduled for construction in Ceylon. One 
factory is to be built for the production 
of paper, another for iron and steel, and 
the third for rubber tyres. As far as is 
known, work has commenced on the paper 
factory, and some materials have_ already 
been ordered, as it is hoped to complete 
building by the end of 1953.... World- 
wide tenders are to be called shortly for 
the construction of a 900-feet-long bridge 
over the Kelani River. The bridge is to 
be 80 feet wide with six lanes of traffic 
and two footways. For further informa- 
tion bridge builders should contact the 
Ceylon Government Office in London. 

India: India has a considerable building 
programme ahead which will last a few 
years. The Bhakra Dam, so long a plan, 
is now in the plans stage. ... The 
Hirakud Dam is now under construction 
and, in order to facilitate the work, a 
separate board has been established to be 
responsible solely for developments arising 
out of construction.... A national high- 
way is on the building agenda to run along- 
side the railway line to Kashmir, Kangra 
and Kulu through the hilly districts of 
Hoshiarpur, Kangra and. Gurdsapur. . . 
In West Bengal the Indian Planning Com- 
mission has recommended the building of 
eight development blocks, which is equiva- 
lent to three community projects. The work 
will be spread over three years and will cost 
1,545 million,rupees. Work is scheduled to 
begin this year. 

Israel: Seven million dollars have been 
raised in the United States to contribute 
towards the cost of building a concert hall 
in Israel for the Israel Philharmonic Orches- 
tra. Various plans and designs are being 
examined at present by experts. A great 
deal of interest is being shown in the plan 
of the Festival Hall, London, in which 
many Israelis have been, and reports show 
that there is a bias in favour of a similar 
plan. The Israeli authorities hope to com- 
mence building jater this year. Building 
materials from this country will probably 
be used in construction. 

Kuwait: A new luxury hotel is to be built 
in Kuwait, Persian Gulf, by the Syndicat 
Pour L’Etude de Grands Travaux. The 
Kuwaiti authorities have requested that all 
the equipment should be of British manu- 
facture. Besides building materials, require- 
ments include air-conditioning equipment, 
cold-storage plant, and water boilers. Hotel 
. capacity at first is to be 72 bedrooms, and 
this is to be increased later to 150 bedrooms. 
The firm Syndicat are consultants, and they 
also have in hand plans for the construc- 
tion of other hotels. They can be con- 
tacted through the British Embassy in Cairo, 
who is in touch with the manager, Mr. G. 
Moens, at present living in the Semiramis 
Hotel in Cairo. 

New Zealand: Sir John Allum, chairman 
of the Royal Commission inquiring into the 
operations of the New Zealand Government 
Railways, is leaving by air for London on 
June 24 to discuss tenders for the construc- 
tion of a modern harbour bridge for the 
city of Auckland. 

Norway: An aquarium is to be built at 
Bergen in West Norway. The fund for the 
building now amounts to £80,000, and the 
municipality is expected to make an addi- 
tional grant of £50,000 towards the required 
figure of £150,000. As soon as the amount 
is reached, the organisers will call for plans 
and drawings for the project. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


Maintaining the Housing Drive 

(THE Department of Health for Scotland 
have asked local authorities to take 
steps to maintain the housing drive. There 
is a risk that progress may be held-up if 
more new houses are not started and if more 
building sites are not got ready. ‘A circular 
issued by the Department of Health for 
Scotland on June 13 outlines steps “ neces- 
sary to maintain the good housing progress 
made in the first quarter of 1952, and to 
secure the expansion of the housing pro- 
gramme in 1953.” The circular continues :— 
Sites: There is evidence that in some 
areas the rate of building is overtaking the 
rate of acquiring and preparing sites. The 
Council might, therefore, consider whether 
the land acquired for housing and not yet 
built on, together with land earmarked and 
in course of acquisition, will suffice for the 
number of houses they are likely to build 
in 1953 and 1954. If not, they will no 
doubt also consider what further action 
they should take now. Those local authori- 
ties which, as planning authorities, receive 


* applications for the approval of housing 


sites will appreciate the importance of 
deciding them promptly. . 

Building work may be held. up where the 
construction of roads and other services has 
not been completed in advance; sites needed 
for building in 1953 should be. prepared 
in good time. Wherever possible the types 
of houses to be built should be determined 
now; otherwise it may be’ impossible to 
obtain the most economical layout of 
services. 

Local authorities who intend to build non- 
traditional houses will no doubt bear in 
mind that the main contractors are willing 
to undertake the preparation of sites on 
which they are to build. Where the con- 
struction of roads and services has not been 
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carried out in advance, the difficulties can 
be minimised if this work is done by the 
contractor who is to build the houses, and 
the Secretary of State suggests that the local 
authorities concerned might give the main 
contractors the opportunity to tender for 
servicing work wherever they think they can 
do so with advantage. 

There may be some “ gap” sites in built- 
up areas which the local authority could 
acquire and use, thereby reducing a demand 
for pipes and cables for new sites that, with 
the expanding programme, is bound to be 
very heavy. 

Alternative materials and forms of con- 
struction: The Department’s Circular No. 
28/1952 referred to the need to provide in 
specifications for the use of substitute 
materials if the original material selected is 
not available at the time, and to avoid 
insistence on proprietary articles. The local 
authority might also consider whether they 
could not with advantage provide at the 
outset, in the design and specification, for 
a greater use of non-traditional materials 
that. are likely to be more freely available 
and so reduce dependence on the materials 
most frequently in demand. For this pur- 
pose the Department have prepared an 
Appendix (see the conclusion of this article) 
to indicate some of the alternatives that can 
be used. They will try, in consultation with 
the Ministry of Works, to ensure that the 
supplies of these materials are available to 
local authorities who choose to use them, 
and the two Departments will be ready to 
advise local authorities on the subject. 

A larger proportion of the approved types 
of non-traditional houses could with advan- 
tage be included in local programmes. 
This would not only reduce dependence on 
traditional materials but would very often 
ensure more rapid construction. Experience 
has shown that on the average over the 
whole country the main types of non- 
traditional house take about one-third less 
time to build than traditional houses. 

Some local authorities still insist on altera- 
tions to the approved standard plans and 
specifications of non-traditional houses to 
meet local preferences, particularly in the 
case of the plumbing and drainage arrange- 
ments. As these variations upset factory 
production, delay the programme generally 
and often involve the local authority con- 
cerned in substantial additional expenditure, 
the Secretary of State again’ asks local 
authorities to try to adhere to the approved 
standard plans and specifications. As local 
authorities are aware, under section 150 of 
the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1950, the Secre- 
tary of State’s approval of the plans and 
specifications of new houses provided by a 
local authority exempts these houses from 
the provisions of any local building regula- 
tions with which the approved plans and 
specifications are inconsistent. 

Starting of new houses: While it is im- 
portant to avoid overburdening the building 
industry, an increase in the rate of com- 
pleting houses cannot in most districts be 
achieved without increasing the number of 
houses under construction. Local authori- 
ties should therefore plan their programmes 
so that they will be ready to contract for, 
and start, further houses in good time, and 
the Secretary of State would be glad if they 
would review their present programmes 
from this point of view. He will be ready 
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in the light of the progress being made to 
consider any request from a local authority 
for a further instalment of houses to enable 
them to carry out a programme on this basis 
and maintain continuity. ? 

The Secretary of State considers that the 
starting of a reasonable number of addi- 
tional houses is probably the most important 
need in housing progress at the present time. 
In the first quarter of 1592 more houses were 
finished than were started. The Secretary 
of State naturally welcomes the increased 
rate of completion, but this must be matched 
by an increased rate of starting new houses 
if the expansion of the programme is not 
to be hindered by a fall in the number of 
houses under construction. 

The following appendix suggests examples 
of alternative housing materials, showing 
first the item in general specification and 
then suggested alternatives which should not 
be taken as exhaustive :— 

Concrete foundations—stone. foundations, brick 
foundations to sleeper walls ; concrete sills, lintels, 
mullions, rybats, corners, and other dressings—stone, 
brick arches for lintels ; breeze concrete or foamslag 
concrete eaves courses—stone, brick, project roof mem- 
bers slightly and close with asbestos sheet ; cement 
mortar—lime mortar, cement-lime-mortar ; bricks— 
concrete blocks, stone; bitumen sheet damp-proof 
course—natural asphalt, lead, copper, slates, bitumen 
sheet with alternative core material ; steel clothes poles— 
precast concrete, hardwood ; split wood lath—sawn 
wood lath, metal lath either plain or protected with other 
materials; plywood door-panels—hardboard; softwood 
pipe boxes and chase covers—hardwood, hardboard, 
plasterboard; softwood top boxes—hardwood, plastic, 
metal, fireclay; wringer board—metal plate; softwood 
tub covers and drainer boards—hardwood, asbestos 
cement, plastic, metal; lead flashings, gutters, etc.— 
copper, zinc, aluminium (the last where not in contact 
with mortar); cast iron rhones, rainwater conductors, 
etc.—asbestos cement, steel, aluminium, precast concrete 
gutters ; cast iron waste and soil pipes—asbestos cement, 
steel; lead water pipes—copper, silver-copper-lead alloy, 
plastic (the last for cold water); copper water pipes—lead, 
silver-copper-lead alloy, plastic (the last for cold water); 
steel electric tubing—plastic tubing, lead covered cable, 
tough rubber covered cable, plastic covered cable. 


Housing Standards too High? 

THE ViEW that housing standards in Great 
Britain may have been pitched too high and 
that a revision to a standard more in keeping 
with Britain’s economic position should be 
considered, was expressed in a paper sub- 
mitted to the annual conference of the Insti- 
tution of Municipal Engineers in Edinburgh. 

The paper, by Mr. J. C. MAacKINDER, 
Borough Surveyor, Portadown, and Mr. 
G. S. ALDERSON, Borough Architect, Porta- 
down, drew attention to the fact that 
housing statistics for Northern Ireland 
showed that it had now outstripped Great 
Britain in its rate of building. 

“Three points are worthy of note,” said 
Mr. Alderson in presenting the paper. “ The 
fact that private enterprise in Northern 
Ireland is not only allowed to carry out its 
function, but indeed encouraged to do so 
by the payment of subsidies. 
fact that a lower standard of housing is 
permitted; and thirdly, the fact that a hous- 
ing trust has been formed. I would claim 
that it is by reason of these basic differences 
from the housing policy of Great Britain 
that Northern Ireland has achieved so much 
in so short a time.” 

Mr. W. M. Law, Wolverhampton, in dis- 
cussion, said that on reading the paper he 
was forced to the conclusion that in North- 
ern Ireland they were dealing with the matter 
of housing rather more realistically than we 
had done up to the present. 

“The standard of housing,” the paper 
stated, ““and indeed all standards of living 
in any country, must ultimately be governed 
by the general economic position and not 
by artificially introduced ideals, and in this 
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respect the ‘ realistic’ approach of Northern 
Ireland to housing is proving more in keep- 
ing with present economic trends than the 
more ‘ idealistic ’ approach of Great Britain.” 

He thought this assertion was made with 
some justification. It was a matter that they 
should consider, as far as possible divorced 
from politics. 

“ Standards in Northern Ireland,” he said, 
“may be somewhat lower than we have been 
used to in the rest of the United Kingdom, 
but it must be agreed that they represent 
quite comfortable living accommodation. 
Bearing in mind the’ trend of continually 
rising building costs, it may be necessary 
for us in this country to review our present 
standards, which, however desirable, may 
well be beyond the economic resources of 
the country, just as they are getting beyond 
the capacity of the tenants of some council 
houses to pay economic rents.” 

On the question of a subsidy for private 
building, Mr. Law said that here again he 
felt we had something to learn from the 
policy of Northern Ireland. In the rest 
of the United Kingdom the present subsidy 
for each house was £35 12s., which, over 
a period of 60 years, amounted to £2,136. 
At present values the capital sum needed to 
provide that annual subsidy would be 
approximately £800. We had to bear in 
mind the fact that we must be very careful 
not to place too intolerable a burden on 
future generations. 

“* My experience with licences is that many 
people, when they become entitled to a 
licence, find themselves unable to use it. 
They lack the initial capital sum to purchase 
the land and to make a start to building. 

“Many are already on housing waiting 
lists, or actually occupying council houses. 
In such cases, it would surely be not only 
desirable but economic for a subsidy of £100, 
Or some such figure, to be paid to such 
people, subject to controls such as are exer- 
cised in Northern Ireland.” 

Addressing the conference, the EARL OF 
Home, Minister of State for Scotland, said: 
“It would save a great deal of time, trouble 
and disappointment if those responsible for 
the planning and development of housing 
areas would realise that the economic use 
of land is not only important, it is absolutely 
vital.” 

Circumstances to-day were forcing us to 
make the most economic use possible of 
agricultural land. The world food situa- 
tion was such that for as far as we could 
look ahead we should have great difficulty 
in getting the amount of food necessary to 
keep our people in full health, and we 
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should be forced to grow more and more at 
home. 

Circumstances varied so greatly that they 
could not be dogmatic on the use of space- 
saving schemes, such as the use of terraces, 
three-storey and multi-storeyed blocks; but 
it was a subject which required the intensive 
study and research of members of the 
institution. 


Prize-winning Students 

PRIZE-WINNERS at the annual assessment 
of the Glasgow School of Architecture are 
as follows: 

John Keppie scholarship—C. A. Law- 
rence; gilt medallions—J. B. Davidson and 
A. McD. Heaton; silver medallions— 
A. K. G. Wrench and A. Kerr; bronze 
medallions—R. D. Duncan, J. H. Fisher, R. 
Bose, R. E. G. Miller and G. R. Kennedy; 
Glasgow Corporation medal—A. S. Mull; 
Institute of Architects’ prizes—R. S. Noble; 
I. Black and G. Dimmer; minor travelling 
studentship—Miss E, I. Sayers; T. L. 
Watson prize—J. G. Hislop; Brough and 
Gourlay memorial prizes—G. K. Barr; J. B. 
Wilson book prize—M. Lutomski; Bella- 
houston travelling scholarships—A,. S. Mull, 
G. F. Polson and Miss J. G. Welsh. 

Surveyors’ Planning Examination 

THe Councit of the Scottish Branch of 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
has decided to establish a town and country 
planning division in its professional 
examinations. 

In the view of the council, the surveyor 
has an important contribution to make to 
the science of town and country planning, 
and it is with this end in view that they 
have inaugurated the scheme. The char- 
tered surveyor has to measure and delineate, 
value, develop and manage landed property 
as defined in the Royal Charter of the 
Institution of 1881, they state. 


Carnegie Trust Central Library 


Work is progressing satisfactorily on the 
Central Library of the Carnegie (United 


_Kingdom) Trust in Edinburgh. The trust 


selected an old building in the capital’s his- 
toric Lawnmarket for restoration and adap- 
tation. The building selected is an example 
of, Scottish seventeenth-century architecture. 
Mr. J. SHEARER, R.S.A., architect for the 
trust in an interview with a representative 
of The Builder stated that one reason why 
















952 





it was chosen was because of the large area 
of windows for a building of that period. 

A steel cage is being constructed inside 
the building, which was formerly a slum pro- 
perty, to which the walls are being fixed. 
The steel cage has now been taken up to the 
fifth floor. Mr. Shearer said the scheme had 
presented rather tricky problems, one of 
which was that none of the walls were at 
right angles to one another. It has also 
been necessary to reinforce the front wall 
because of vaults below the ground level. 
But it could now be said that it was stronger 
than it had ever been before. 

The building, when completed, will serve 
as a library store from which lighthouse 
keepers, crofters and others in outlandish 
places may, through the Trust’s local centres, 
borrow books. 3 

A six-storey building, the top floor will 
be a conference room, and the third floor a 
board room and offices. It will have a ter- 
razzo entrance and staircase but Doddington 
stone will be used to face the ground floor 
of the building which previously included 
a group of shops. The stone will be toned 
down to match the old stone of the building. 
Cost of the scheme is £55,000. 


Church Restoration Work 


A SMALL TEAM of men is to be formed to 
carry out the restoration of the twelfth- 
century St. John’s Kirk, Perth, for which a 
nation-wide £25,000 appeal has been 
launched. When the work is completed the 
team will then undertake similar work in 
other parts of the country. This is because 
the masters of the ancient stonemason craft 
in Scotland have practically died out in the 
last 50 years. 

Announcing details of the appeal, the Rev. 
W. A. Smellie, moderator of Perth Presby- 
tery, said that there was only one man north 
of the Forth who was known to be capable 
of undertaking the delicate interior work 
which would be necessary in the restoration. 

St. John’s church is the oldest building in 
Perth, and a very fine architectural show- 
piece. It was a gift from David I in 1126 
and was consecrated in 1243. In 1328 
Robert the Bruce ordered repairs to be done 
to it and during the Reformation John Knox 
preached there. 

Preservation work in connection with the 
decaying stonework of the tower and west 
door of Brechin Cathedral has begun under 
the supervision of the Ministry of Works. 


Decentralisation of Glasgow 

THERE WAS now no need for the cential- 
isation which had brought more than 
1,000,000 people together in the most con- 
gested, heartless surroundings in the city of 
Glasgow, said Mr. R. GARDNER MEDWIN, 
chief architect and planning officer of the 
Department of Health for Scotland, speaking 
at a meeting of Scottish Women’s Rural 
Instifutes. 

This had happened because of lack of 
planning and the rapid development of 
industry. However, the city could 
stopped from getting worse, and steps could 
be taken to see that industries were taken 
out of the city and that there was decentral- 
isation. The city’s growth could be under- 
stood when one remembered that formerly 
industry had to be centred close to the coal- 
fields and shipping; but with electricity and 
modern transport, mass centralisation was no 
longer needed. The greenness and freshness 
of the country should be brought to the 
towns, and the social and entertainment 


facilities of the towns should be taken to 


the country. f 
There had been a tendency, continued Mr. 
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Gardner Medwin, to concentrate on town 
planning, and not enough emphasis had been 
put on country planning. He deplored 
suburbia in rural areas, semi-detached villas, 
with windy spaces between, sprawling over 
the hillsides in old Scottish towns. In think- 
ing of country development, it would be 
advisable to recapture the compact, simple 
building arrangements of some of the older 
Scottish villages. Examples of good village 
architecture were Inverary and Portpatrick. 


Royal Scots Monument 


A REGIMENTAL MONUMENT to the Royal 
Scots, which is considered by Mr. C. D’O. 
PILKINGTON JACKSON, consulting sculptor, to 
be “the most important piece of artistic 
building done in Scotland since the Scottish 
National War Memorial was built,” is near- 
ing completion in Princes-street gardens, 
Edinburgh. 

Comprising a central tablet of Northum- 
berland freestone and seven sculptured 
monoliths, the monument was designed by 
Sir Frank Mears and will be unveiled by the 
Princess Royal, Colonel-in-Chief of the regi- 
ment, on July 26. 

Set into the embankment of Princes-street 
gardens immediately west of the Mound and 
below the famous floral clock, it has been 
under construction for two years. Mr. Jack- 
son, who is responsible for the general 
execution of the plans, told a representative 
of The Builder that it had taken him all his 
time to collect sufficient stonemasons for the 
work. He doubted if it would be possible 
to undertake such a task a generation hence 
if things did not improve. 

The central tablet and the seven mono- 
liths are built in a semi-circular curve, 100 ft. 
in diameter. They will be connected with a 
bronze railing. The central feature is the 
tablet, 20 ft. wide and 10 ft. high, bearing 
the battle honours of the Royal Scots, the 
oldest regiment in the British Army. The 
monoliths, each 7 ft. 6 in. high, will present 
a “sculptured history” of the regiment, 
depicting the changing dress and arms from 
1633 until the present day. 

Linking the monoliths will be a bronze 
grill, and in 8-in. bronze letters will be the 
words “the monument of the Royal Scots, 
First or Royal Regiment of Foot,” followed 
by a quotation from the Declaration of 
Arbroath. 

The stone came from Doddington, near 
Wooler, and is the same as that used in the 
exterior and front steps of the Scottish 
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National War Memorial at Edinburgh 
Castle. 

There is no quarry in Scotland which 
could provide stone of the required 
size. Each monolith weighed five tons 
when taken from the quarry, and each 
weighs about three tons in the completed 
State. 

Mr. Pilkington Jackson has _ generally 
supervised the work, and has been respon- 
sible for the design of one monolith, and 
the bronze connecting railing. Other artists 
and sculptors who assisted him were Mr. J. 
Clark, who executed a large bronze badge 
of the regiment for the central panel; Miss 
Elizabeth Dempster, Mr. Andrew Dods and 
Mr. Tom Macnair, each responsible for two 
monoliths; and Mr. A. Haswell Miller, 
adviser on military uniform and historical 
detail. 

Sir Frank Mears’ design allows for an 
extension of the monument either by adding 
to the list of battle honours or by erecting 
further monoliths. 

The original estimate of cost—about four 
years ago—was £16,000, but this sum will 
be greatly exceeded. The erection of the 
monument is the fulfilment of a bequest 
made by an Edinburgh citizen in 1929. 
After the «unveiling ceremony it will be 
handed over to the care of the city. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Eddlewood.—Lanarkshire C.C. is to erect the 
fourth development of the Quarter-rd. housing site. 
The architect is Samuel MacColl (F.), County- 
chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 3 : 

Edinburgh.—The plans for the third Heriot-Watt 
College extension in Chambers-st. have been 
approved by the city’s Dean of Guild Court. This 
project involves the demolition of an existing buili- 
ing. The new extension, which will cost £300,000, 
will include an assembly hall with seating accom- 
modation for people, and laboratories for 
instruction and research. There will also be 3 
lecture theatre. Warrant has also been granted by 
the court to the City of Edinburgh Corporation for 
the erection of an administration and assembly hall 
at the Inch housing scheme school in Gilmerton-rd. 
It will be a one-storey building with accommodation 
for 420 pupils, and will cost £20,000. 

Elgin.—T.C. have approved a plan for a new town 
hall which is est. to cost £104,000. It will be built 
in three stages—first, the main hall; second, the 
caretaker’s house; and third, the supper room. 
The main hall, which will seat approx. 1,200, will 
cost in the region of £89,000. : 

Glasgow.—The Renfrew Stevedoring Co., Ltd., 
George the Sixth Dock, Shieldhall, Govan, from 
plans by their architects, are to erect a new 
charging house and petrol tank at the dock. : 

lasgow.—Plans are in the hands of the archi- 
tects of the Church of Scotland, George-st., Edin- 
burgh, for new halls to be erected at the Pollock 
housing estate. : 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new public school 
to be erected at (site No. 3) Cranhill, for which the 
architect is W. B. Park (F.), 02, West George-st., 


Glasgow. 

Gla .—Plans to be prepared for the Bradford 
Equitable Building Society, Ltd., for alterations and 
additions at West George-st., for which the archi- 
tects. are James Taylor Thomas, MacCrae 
Sanders (F. & A.), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for extensions and 
additions to the Qneen’s Park West Church of Scot 
land, for which the architect is J. Main Brownlie, 
29, Renfrew-st., Garnethill, Glasgow. ; 

Greenock.—Plans are in the hands of their owt 
architects for a scheme of houses which are to be 
erected by James Blair & Son, Laird-st., The Glebe, 
Greenock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be peenese for new bacon- 
curing factory, slaughter house and by-products 
pbuilding at the Brankenhall Farm site, East Kil- 
bride. The architects are Rennie & Kirkwood (I), 
59, Bath-st., Glasgow. : 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new ofiice 
buildings and new weighbridge which are to be 
erected at Govanhill, Hamilton-rd., Mount Vernon, 
by Robert Paterson & Son, Ltd., Keith-st., Airdrie. 

Motherwell-Wishaw.—Lanarkshire C.C. is to erect 
a new Catholic school at the North Motherwell cite, 
for which the architects are Cowie & Miller (F.), 
‘Oakfield-chbrs., Main-st., Motherwell-Wishaw, 

Perth.—Corporation is to erect 40 houses at the 
Lethan housing site. The architect is John 
Penman (F.), Municipal-chbrs., South Tay-st., Perth. 

Viewpark.—Lanarkshire C.C, has plans for the 
extension and additions to the Catholic School, for 
which the architect is William Watt (F.), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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FUTURE 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
prev pious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts stfll open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at, the heads of paragraphs are those for tne sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; an Name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 21. 

*tFtestiniog U.D.C.—Factory at Ha 
Blaenau. -, Council Offices, 40, 

Nau Ffestiniog. Dep. £5 5s. 


JUNE 27, 
*+ Beds. pemagee Joint Committee.—Two pairs of 
police houses at Sharnbrook. County A., Shire Hall. 
*tCamberwell B.C.—Rebuilding and extensions to 
Dulwich Library and rebuilding public conveniences, 
Lor ea TS., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
uly 


garth Park, 
igh-st., Blae 
Tenders by July 12. 


Hendon B.C.—Staff canteen at Town Hall. 
1. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tNeweastle Regional Hospital Board.—Erection 
of new admission hospital and two convalescent 
villag at St. Nicholas’ Hospital, Gosforth. Secre- 
lary, “ Dunira,”’, Osborne-rd., Newcastle-upon- 
yne, 2 
*tWalthamstow 8.C.—Two-storey one-bedroom 
flats in single blocks on three different sites at 
Ickworth Le Chaucer-rd., and Milton-rd. 
Boro’ A., E. & §,, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by July o 
*tWest Sussex C.C.—Erection of (1) caretaker’s 
house at the new primary schools, Crawley New 
Town (Job 1,688) ; (2) caretaker’s house at the new 
secondary modern school, Compton’s-la., Horsham 
(Job 1,900). County A., County Hall, Chichester. 


JUNE 28. 
*tForden R.D.C.—38 houses a re (Crew 
Green). Walter B. Bond, <n , 5, Newhall-st., 
Birmingham, 3. Dep. od 3s. 
tSunbury-on-Thames €.—Erection of 49 
houses at Upper Halliford. “Braddell & Laurence, 
Nia 6, Bedford-row, London, W.C.1. Dep. 
tWigan C.B.—Erection of extensions to market 
halj. Boro’ E., eee eet. Library-st. Dep. 

Tenders by July 12, 


JUNE 30. 

*tHalifax C.B.—Twelve flats at Watkinson-rd. 
(all trades tenders). B.E., Crossley-st. Dep, £2 2s. 
*tNewcastle Regional Hospital Board.—Re- 
modelling of Ward A3 at City General Hospital, 
Carlisle. N. Edgar (A.), Divisional Architect, 1, 
Lonsdale-st., Carlisle. 

*tWest Ham +g he houses at Ashburton-rd. 
Contract 178. T. E, North (F.), Boro’ A. and Plan- 
hing Officer, 70, West Ham-la., E.15. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 1. 

*tWimbledon T.C.—(1) Two blocks of four 
maisonettes and one pair of houses at rear of Eagle 
House; (2) conversion into 18 flats of administra- 
lion block at Isolation Hospital, 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s, each. 


JULY 2. 

*tGreenwich B.C.—60 flats, Beaconsfield-rd., 
Blackheath ; 24 flats, Coldbath-st., Greenwich ; and 

3 maisonettes, 2, The Village, Charlton. B.E. & S 
*tisle of Ely C.C.—(a) One pair of police houses 
at Queen-st., March; (b) one police house with 
Witchford. County A., County Hall, 
Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 3. 

Congleton R.D.C.—Erection of four houses at 
assall Green and four houses at Smallwood. 
E. & S., Council Offices, Middlewich-rd., Sandbach. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

; Mansfield U.D.C.—Erection of 42 houses at Cox’s- 
4. housing eState. Council §., Cauncil Offices, 
Manor (House, Mansfield-Woodhouse. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 4, 
Bilston a Soe of 800 yds. of sewers 
3 Ettingshall. Boro’ E., 20, Wellington-rd. Dep. 


Gap-rd. B.E.,: 


THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 


*Reigate B.C.—One pair of houses and outbuild- 
ings at Heston-rd., Redhill. B.E. & S., Town Hall. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

*tWorthing B.C.—Inclusion in list of approved 
building contractors for housing and education pro- 
jects. E. & S., Town Hall. 


JULY 5. 

*Swadiincote U.D.C.—Erection of 50 houses on 
Hartshorne estate. E. & 8., Bark-hse., Midland-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 7. 

Kenilworth U.D.C.—Erection of 80 houses on the 
Bulkington -housing estate. S., The Council House, 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Kesteven C.C.—Erection of five police houses at 
Stonebridge, Grantham. County A., County Offices, 
Sleaford. 

Walsall T.C.—Erection of 94 houses at Field-rd. 
estate in two contracts of 62 and 32 houses. Boro’ 
E. & S., Council House. Dep. £2 2s 


JULY 38. 

Berkhamsted U.D.C.—Erection of two houses and 
two shops at Durrant estate. E. & S., Civic Centre. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Norton R.D.C.—Erection of four houses at West 
Heslerton, nr. Malton. R. Clayton, architect, 
Council Offices, Welham-rd. Dep. £2 2s 

*South Shields C.B.—174 houses at Section 5, 
Simonside estate. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 9. 

Par tae ae rhage houses, Larchfield housing 
estate. B.E. 14. Cranfurd-rise. Dep. £2. 
Melford R. ByAarts vx of 24 houses at Bures 

Mary and eight at Great Waldingfeld. H. C. 
M.A., F./F.R.I.B.A., 1, 
Cambridge. Dep. 


St. 

Hughes & P. Bicknell, 

Tunwell’s-ct., Trumpington- st., 
3s. 

Queensbury and Shelf U.D.C.—Erection of 18 
houses on Seageener estate. E. & S., Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 
Salcombe U.D.C.—Erection of eight flats at 
ee Council 8., Council Offices. Dep. 
1 1s, 
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JULY 10. 

* Gainsborough pe gg houses, Woodfield-rd., 
White’s Wood-la. estate. Saunders & Partners, 
— hitects, 24, Castle Gate, a on-Trent. Dep. 

=) 

JULY 14. 

“Aylesbury R.D.C.—Alterations to form bathrooms 
to 20 houses. Sermens C. White (F.), 4, Temple- 
sq., Aylesbury. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Aylesbury R.D.C.50 houses at Aston Clinton. 
Raymond C. White (F.), 4, Temple-sq., Aylesbury. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Aylesbury R.D.C.—Three bu 
wick. Raymond C. White (F.), 4, 
bury. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Lincoin City.—Alterations Transport eo St. 
Mark’s. City Architect, Stamp End. Dep. £2 2s 

*Oldham C.B.—Second stage new secondary 
school, mothers. M. Harrison, Director of 
Education. Dep. 

*Peterborough Ly houses at _prasiberme 
North estate. City E. & 8S. Dep. £2 

Rochford R.D.C. se hchk of 32 aie in 
— 10, 11 and 12 at Rochford Garden Way. 
E. & §., Council Offices. 


alows at Hard- 
ple-sq., Ayles- 


JULY 15. 

“Salford City.—Conversion Seedley ae 
Church, Ellor-st., into Torch Theatre. City E Dep. 
£2 4s. 

*tWest Sussex ©.C.—Additional classrooms and 
sanitary offices, with foundations, internal and ex- 
ternal services at North Lancing junior and in- 
ae school (Job 3,130). County A., County Hall, 

vichester. 


JULY 16. 
*Uxbridge U.D.C.—Erection of public mortuary 
and incidental site works at Kingston-la. E. & §., 
263, High-st. Dep. 25 5s. 


JULY 17. 
*Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—14 old 
people’s bungalows at Downclose _— B.E. & S., 
6, Publteney-bldgs. Dep. 


JULY 18, 
*Ely U.D.C.—38 nevans, gee Fen-rd. Architect, 
Council Offices. Dep, s. 
*West Bridgford U.D.C. a of 36 houses at 
Edwalton estate, Contract No. 8E. E. & 8., The 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 21. 


See. —Eight houses at 


*Market Harbo 
mith, C., Council Offices, 


rough 
Church Langton. T. R. 
High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 22. 
Camberwell B.C.—Rebuilding and Sam, 


library and rebuilding public convenience. 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


to 
L., 


JULY 28, 

*Gillingham B.C.—Erection of 39 houses on_the 
Romany estate. Boro’ E., Municipal-bidgs. Dep. 
£5 58. 

JULY 31, 

*Cheshire C.C.—Applications invited for building 
works and supplies. County A., The Castle, 
Chester. 

AUGUST 2. ? 

Burnham-on-Sea U.D.C.—ConStruction of six flats 
and two houses at Burnham-rd. estate. Nicholls & 
Barton, architects, 41, St. Mary-st., Bridgwater 
Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE. 
*East Ashford R.D.C.—18 houses, Orlestone. 8. 


*Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—Supply and erection of 
non-traditional houses approved by M. of Hs & L.G. 
E. & 8., Council Offices, 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 25. 
*+Plymouth T.C.—Installation of 
heating system at Victoria-rd. Sch., 
City A., Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


Pa ow > mem 
St. Budeaux. 


JUNE 26. 

*tHayes and Harlington U.D.C.—Redecoration 
of Grange Park School, Hayes. E. & 8., Town Hall, 
Hayes. 

JULY 5, 

Chapel-en-le-Frith R.D.C.—External repainting of 
75 houses at Chapel-en-le-Frith and Chinley. 
E. & S., 27, Market-st. 


JULY Z 
ainting of Albert Bridge. 
all, S.E.1. Dep. 22. 


*L.C.C.—Re; Chief E. 


(A.), County 


J 








954 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 20. 

Iikley U.D.C.—Construction of roads and sewers 
on Burley housing site. A. Skinner, S., Chantry- 
drive. Dep. £3 3s. 

Keighley B.C.—Resurfacing of trunk road No. 66. 
Boro’ E. & 8., College-st. 


JULY 1. 

Lichfield ony C€.—Construction of roads and 
sewers at (a) Wheel-la. housing estate; (b) Tam- 
worth-rd. service road. City E. & 8., The Guild- 
hall. Dep. 


JULY 2 


Rugby 8.C.—Surfacing of roads on the Newbold 
Glebe housing estate. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 5. 

*Bridgwater 68.C.—Construction of back roads, 

ome and br? to council houses at Taunton- 
me , Town Hall. Dep. £1. 

Broms, e ~ D.C.—Laying of roads wy sewers 
at Maribrook housing estate. E. & 8., Council 
ype Dep. £2 

Heywood B. C,—Making- -up of four streets. 
E. & 8., Municipal-bidgs. Dep. £3 33. 


JULY 7. 

enilworth U.D.C.—Roads 

ze ington housing estate. &., 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Pg mid R.D.C.—Road foundations and sewers on 

the Burnside, Rolleston housing site. I: -@ 48., 
Council Offices. ; 


Boro’ 


and sewers on the 
Council House 


Dep. 


JULY 8. 

Melford R.D.C.—Water main extensions in the 
Parishes of Assington, Little Cornard and Bures 
8t. Mary. Elliot & Brown, consultant engineers, 
ao House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. 


oyal Leamington Spa B.C.—Construction of 
sewer at Lillington-rd. and Lillington-ave. 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 9. 
Hawarden R.D.C.—Extensions of sewer at Sandy- 
croft. Elliott and Brown, —— House, Pelham- 
rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 : 


JULY 12. 

Tredegar U.D.C.—Reconstruction and enlargement 
of Scotch Peter reservoir. W. Cory Goddard, 
M.Inst.C.E., Midland Bank-chbrs., Newport, Mon. 
Dep. £5 68. 


reli 
ro’ BE. & &., 


JULY 14. 

Wing R.D.C.—Wingrave sewerage and sewage 
disposal. Elliott & Brown, consultant engineers, 
ey House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. 
3 


JULY 17, 

Bath T.C.—Construction of concrete reservoir’ at 
Clutton. City and Waterworks E., 8a, Terrace-walk. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 23. 

Tendring R.D.C.—ConStruction of 
pumping station at Ramsey. E, & 
Offices, Weeley. Dep. £2 2s. 


sewers and 
S., Council 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Kensington.—F.ats.—Housing and T.P. Com. has 
approved scheme prepared by Boro’ E. for the 
demolition of 32-34, St. Charles-sq. and the rebuild- 
ing of the premises to provide eight flats. 

Kensington.—F14sts.—Housing and T.P. Com. has 

proved —_ prepared by Messrs. Stewart & 
Weeary, & F. B.A., 90, Fenchurch E.C.3, for 
nine flats = we of 319-327 (odd), ‘Ladbroke- -gr. 
(neat Rackham-st. housing site). Crump & Trin- 
nick, 40, Catherine-pl., S.W.1, have been appointed 
quantity surveyors for the scheme. 

Kensington.—F1L11s.—A scheme for 15 flats on sites 
of 74-82 (even), Silchester-rd., 11, Oldham-rd. and 
1-4 (consecutive), Walmer-mews has been prepared 
by John Grey & Partners, F.R.1.B.A., 56, Oakley-st., 
S.W.3,. and has received Housing and T.P. Com. 
approval. Dearle & Henderson, 123, Victoria-st., 
S.W.1, have been appointed quantity surveyors. 

Kensington.—F.ists.—Housing and T.P. Com. has 
approved a — prepared by Mr. Edward Arm- 





strong, F. 19, Manchester-sq., W.1, for 6 
flats at Henry Dickens-ct. Total est. cost, £133,387. 

Kens: .— FLats AND MAtIsonettTEs. — Messrs. 
Gordon Jeeves, F.R.I.B.A., 61, Catherine-pl., 8.W.1, 
have revised’ their Denbi igh- rd./Westbourne-gr. 
scheme. Ninety-nine dwellings will now be pro- 


vided instead of 101 as originally proposed. Housing 
and T.P. Com, has approved the revision. 


Wandsworth.—F1.1Ts.—A scheme prepared by Boro’ 


THE BUILDER 


x i wha bee erected LF the 7 vs thy’ 1, 
rra s been approv. ‘ous Com. 
Est. cost, Aulioe a” Raberts 4. festaers 

save Si been eda Senay cal for "the 


Wandeworth Prats — i 
scheme prepared b; y E. 
erected at the nin of Hilldown-rd. and 
Streatham High-rd. Total est. cost, £18,346. 
Horsfall & Partners have been appointed quantity 
surveyors in connection with the scheme. 

oan te on —Site vor Hovsine.—Housing Com. 

opose to acquire site of St. Anselm’s Charch at 
thee 3 junction of Oakdale-rd. and Madeira-rd, for 
permanent housing. Boro’ E. has been instructed 
to prepare a scheme. 

Wandeworth.—F.iats.—Cost of erecting six flats 
= Babington-rd. would amount to £12,607 according 
to an estimate prepared by Boro’ Treasurer for 
Housing Com, 

Wandsworth.—F.ats.—Borough Treasurer’s esti- 
mate of £10,699 for the provision of six flats at 
Henderson-rd. has been approved by Housing Com. 

Wandsworth.—FLats.—Housing Com. has . pee 
Boro’ Treasurer’s estimate of 213,348 for the 
erection of six flats at Moffat-rd. 

Wandsworth.—F.ats.—Estimate of £10,689. sub- 
mitted by Boro’ Treasurer for erecting six flats at 
Broadhinton-rd. has received Housing Com. 
approval. 

Wandsworth.—F.iits.—Erection of 12 flate at 
Clapham Common South Side will cost £25,296 
according to an estimate prepared by Boro’ 
Treasurer for Housing :Com 

Wandsworth.—F Lats. —Borough Treasurer’s esti- 
mate of £11,276 for the provision of six flats at 
Keswick-rd. has been approved by Housing Com. 

Wandsworth.—F ats.—Housing Com. has approved 


Com. has approved 
‘or nine fate to be 


Boro’ Treasurer’s estimate of £12,179 for the 
erection of six flats at Oxford-rd. 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Bacup.—T.C. seek loan of £24,450, for 24 maison- 
ettes at Mettle Cote estate; £17,000 for 16 maison- 
ettes at Burnley-rd., and £9,140 for eight bunga- 
lows at Cobden-st. 


Bakewell.—R.D.C. to erect further six houses to 
complete front portion of Eyam estate. eens 
Justices approved alterations io “ Bri Inn,” 
Calver, for Wm. Stones, Ltd, annon heowery, 
Sheffield. 

Banstead.—U.D.C. propose houses as follows :— 
115 at Chapel-way; seven at Watts Mead (Tad- 
worth-st.); 20 at Rookery-way; 10 at Court Hawe, 
Woodmansterne. 

Iper.—R.D.C. seek approval for further 60 
houses at Allestree. 

Birmingham.—The Birmingham & Midland Omni- 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
METAL WINDOWS AND DOORS 


The Minister of Works has authorised an increase 
of 3} points on the list prices of metal windows and 
doors made in accordance with B.S.990 to cover the 
increase in the cost of steel in February last. 

The .British Metal Window Manufacturers’ 
Association have announced that the list price of 
metal windows and doors (paint finish) has accord- 
ingly been increased by 3} points, from list plus 
32 per cent. to list plus 74 per cent., as from June 16, 
but has stated that there will be no change in the list 
price of standard metal windows and doors (rustproof 
finish) as the falls which have recently occurred or 
are anticipated in the replacement cost of zinc are 
expected to offset the previous increase in the cost of 
steel. 


COPPER DEARER 


The Ministry of Materials has announced that, as 
from June 15, the price of electrolytic copper has 
been increased from £231-to £281 per ton delivered 
consumers’ works. Discounts and premiums remain 
unchanged. The Ministry of Supply are making 
corresponding adjustments in the controlled prices 
of scrap and secondary metal. On June 7 the Ministry 
of Materials suspended sales of copper for delivery 
beyond the end of June. This suspension has now 
been cancelled and consumers will again be able to 
buy up to their quotas for the current month and 
the month immediately following. 

The new price for copper takes into account 
changes in the world price. It also makes an allowance 
for the losses the Ministry has incurred through 
selling at £231 during the previous fortnight while 
its buying prices were at much higher levels. Negotia- 
tions with the Ministry’s main suppliers are still in 
progress. When they are complete a full statement 
will be made on arrangements for pricing and on the 
make-up of the Ministry’s new selling price. 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 

In consequence of the recent increase in the 

price of copper, the Brass and Copper Tube Asso- 

ciation state that the basis prices of tubes have 
been increased as follows : 

Basis 

Price 

per |b. 

increased by 54d. = 32d. 

Brass tubes * yy 34d. = 273d. 

Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 —s,,, o> ed. = 379d. 

The list prices of condenser ferrules are also in- 

creased as follows : 


Copper tubes 


per lb. 
Brass and aluminium brass ferrules increased by 33d. 
Copper-nickel ferrules 70 /30 - » 3¢d. 

















“ate Beaconsfield House,’ 


bus Co., propose erection of new garages at 
Lichfield, tatters and Wigston. 


Birmingham.—Corpn. to spend £9,000,000 on hous 
ing next year. ‘A total of 4,422 dwellings will con- 
stitute the programme, many of them flats. 


Blackpool.—B.C. Ppp proved conversion of 

arnard Castle, for Vaux & 

Associated Breweries, Ltd.—Governors of &. 

Joseph’s College received licence for extensions, at 
£20,000. A., Halstead Best, Blackpool. 


rovide 250 houses for 


Bootie (Lancs).—T1.C. is to 
nglish Electric aero 


key workers at the. new 
engine factory at Netherton. 


Bootie.—B.C. to negotiate contracts 
houses at Sterrix-la. and Cabbage Inn site. 


Burton-on-Trent.—G. Moncur, Boro’ 8. has pre 
pared plans for Winshill jun, mixed Sch, 


Chesterfield—Derbyshire E.C. received MB. 
approval to revised plans for a six-storey extensiol 
to Technical College. 


Chester-le-Street—F. Bowman, R.D.C. A., Estate 
Office, Birtley, Co. Durham, has prepared plans for 
2 aged and single persons’ houses on Barley Mow 
estate; 33 houses in two-storey flats at Longshanks 


for % 


la.; 16 old people’s or six persons’ houses and 4 
two-bedroomed houses at Kibblesworth; 16 aged 
people’s houses in two-storey flats at Pelton; 0 


houses at Bournmoor site; and 16 aged people’ 
houses at Sacriston. 


Consett.—_U D.C. has approved plans by New 
castle Reg. Hospital Brd., “ Dunira,”’ Osborne-rd., 
NewcaStle-on-Tyne, for operating theatre unit at 
Shotley Bridge Hospital, and conversion of 
“Black Bull” Hotel, Leadgate, into flats, for 
Newcastle Breweries, Ltd. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


- Dewsbury and Brighouse.—B.C.’s propose erection 
of new crematorium, at £49,500. lans by Dews 
bury Boro’ A., R. R. Alexander. 
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June 20 1952 


Dublin.—Corporation propose to take tenders this 
year or next year for.the building of 2,943 housey 
and flats in the Dublin area. 

Durham.—C.C. is urging Home Office to sanction 
omen of ~ stn. at Peterlee as early as possible. 

Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.— cue propose pithead baths at 
Thrislington “Colliery to plans by Architects’ Dept., 
Ashfield, Tower, Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Felli (Co. Durham). —Plans are being prepared 
by E. AL. Lawson, Barras-bidgs., Barras Bridge, 
eR Tyne, for a canteen in Abbotsford-rd., 
for Felling Foundry Co., Lt 

Gateshead.—T.C. is seeking additional land in 
the Whickham, Felling and Chester-leStreet areas 
for the erection of houses. Corporation’s Chief A., 
H. J. Cook. 

Gosforth._U.D.C. to build nine flats in Moor- 
cres. at a cost of £18,597 and nine in The Drive at 
a cost of £24,480. Plans by 8&., Clifford Wyld, 
Council Offices, Gosforth, Newcastle. 

Lancaster._Congregational Church 
church at Hala-rd., Scotforth, 
mission-hall. 

Lincoin.—Extensions at Cty. 
Reg. Hospital Brd. Architects, 
2, Gordon-sq., London, W.C.1. 

Litherland.—U.D.C. to erect 96 flats at Linacre- 
rd. Architects, Quiggin & Gee, 11, Old Hall-st., 
Liverpool; consulting E., Wm. Jones, 27, Dale-st., 
Liverpool. 

Liverpool.—Withy Grove Stores, Ltd., propose ie- 
building of shop, store building at 24/25. White- 


propose new 
to replace present 


Hospital for Sheffield 
Holden & Pearson, 


chapel-rd., Liverpool... Architects, Wm. Lowe, 1/3, 
Eberle-st., Liverpool. 
Manchester.—Governors of Manchester Ware- 


housemen’s and Clerks’ Orphans’ Schools propose 
new laboratories to sehool at Cheadle Hulme, at 
£30,000.—T.©. approved plans for, 46 houses at 
Tusean-rd. and Millgate-la., East Didsbury, for F. 
Brown (Development), Ltd. Architect, H. Han- 
kinson, 3, The Downs, Altrincham. 

Middleton.—B.C. approved plans for:—Semi-de- 
tached houses at Kirkway, for Booth Tonge & Co.. 
Ltd., Middleton.—Six houses at Mount-rd. and 
Kirkway, for A. Redfern & Sons, Ltd., Fields New- 
d., Chadderton. 

Nantwich.—U.D.C. to erect 
flats at Marsh-la. site. 

Newburgh (Lancs).—Managers of C.E. 
ceived approval for extensions to sch. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensive alterations are to 
be made to the Grainger Cinema block of build- 
ings in Grainger-st. Plans by C. S. Errington, 46, 
Grainger-st., Newcastle. 

Nerthumberiand.—E.C. intends acquiring “ East- 
burn,” Hexham, for conversion into a hostel for 
grammar schoolboys. Est. cost, £7,000. Cty. A., 

. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on- -Tyne. 

Nottingham.— —Accommodation for medical officers 
at Hospital for Women. Architects, Bromley & 
Cartwright, 6, Clarendon-st., Nottingham. 

_ Oldham.—B.C. propose erection of library at 
limeside estate. 

Prescot.—U.D.C. seek M.H. sameoral for revised 
layout of 48 houses at Shaw-la 

Preston.—P.C. Council propoks repairs to church 
and renovation of ‘organ, at £7,000. 

Rainford.—_U.D.C. propose 24 houses at Festival- 
td. site. 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plane for six houses, 
Bawtry-rd., for Sir tt Sitwell 

Salford.—T.C. seek loan of £58,905- for 3 flats at 
Devonshite-rd.—P.C. Covncil propose restoration 
of un ee St. Ambros Church, Seedley. 

—R.D.C. propose 116 houses between 
Wi hte i Hill and Enville-rd., Kinver. 

Shefheld._—_Reg. Hospital Brd. approved scheme 
for development and improvements at City General 
and Nether Edge Hospitals and Fir Vale Infirmary. 

Southport.—B.C. to approve plans for four aged 
persons’ bungalows and eight lock-up shops with 
maisonettes over at Heathfield-rd. site. 

South Shields.—Tenders will shortly be invited by 
T.C. for erection of a civil defence contro] centre. 


56 two-bedroomed 


sch. re- 


Working drawings are being prepared by Boro’ 
Engineer’s Dept.—Cairns & Byles, “The Cedars,” 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have beeen 


appointed electrical consultants by E.C. for the 
proposed Marine and Technical College.—Plans 
have been approved for nurses’ training centre at 
South Shields Gen. Hospital, for Newcastle 
Hospital Brd. (architects, S. W. Milburn & 
Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland) and also addi- 
tions to’ X-ray section of the hospital (plans by 

H. er —* own architect)—J. M. 
Angus, 21, ———. Newcastle-on-Tyne, has 
Prepared an outline plan for a proposed workmen’s 
club at Fulwell-ave. 

Sunderland.—T.C. received loan sanction 
£473,137 for 360 houses on Farringdon estate. 
Sunderland.—R.D.C. received loan sanction for 
£8,006 for the erection of eight bungalows with 
roads and sewers at Ryhope. 
Sunderland.—Newrick & Blackbell, 
Sunderland, are architects for a 
ertitute in Station-rd., 
uD. 


for 


58, John-st., 
roposed club and 
for the Fulwell Workmen’s 
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Swinton.- -R.C. authorities propose new sch. at 


Stanwell-rd. (work to commence this year). 
Tarvin. —R.D<. seek M.-H. approval for erection 
of 34 houses or bungalows. 

Todmorden.—B.C. approved reconstruction of pre- 
mises at Stackhills-rd., for Chas. Openshaw & Sons 
(Manchester), Ltd. 

Tynemouth.—T.C. has approved plans by fhe 
Boro’ E., 16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields, 
for 120 flats and 60 houses at Chirton Grange. Est. 


cost, £25000. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved plans for :—Single- 
storey building at Twining-rd., Trafford Park, for 
Regent Oi! Co., Ltd.—To issue licences to A. Locke 


(1940), Ltd.. 
and to J. Maunders 
seven houses.—U.D.C. 
junction of Sherbourne 
hulme. 

West Hartlepool—Town Planning and Redevelop- 
ment Com. has approved the following housing 
schemes for tle T.C.:—44 houses Section 4.0 
Owton Manor; 216 houses in flats, Owton Manor; 
328 houses and 44 flats, Sections 4,A and 4.B, 
Owton Manor. Boro’ A., A. G. Sinclair, Municipal- 
bldgs.. West Hartlepool. 

Whitby.—R. A. Wilson & Sons, builders, 
hill, Whitby, are to receive a block licence 
houses in Guisborough-rd. 

Whitley Bay.—U.D.C. to build six 
Beverley-rd. Plans by 8., E. Roberts. 

Whittlesey. —U.D.C. propose 40 houses along 
Drybread-rd. and nortiern end of The Crescent, 
and a further 16 at Eastiea. Plans by Ruddle & 
Wilkinson, architects. 

Wigan.—Board of Governors of proposed R.C. 
mod, sch., Springfield, to make are hitectura al 
appointment to enable work, to commence before 
March 31 next. 

Wrexham.—F inal 
Gordon Stephenson, 


Lostock-rd., Davyhulme, for 12 houses, 
& Son, Ltd., Lostock-rd., for 
propose community centre at 
and Newstead-rd., Davy- 


Spring- 
for 10 


houses at 


plans prepared by Professor 
for a £50,000 memorial hall to 
be erected at Regent-st., have been approved by the 
Management Com. of the town Victory Com- 
memoration Fund (an appeal]! for’ £30,000 has been 
launched). 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance, 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

houses at Huttock End No. 2 

*Direct Labour. 

at Church-rd., Quarndon, for 

Ltd., 312, Station-rd., 


Bacup.— Four 
estate, for T.C.: 

ann’ on houses 

R.D.C.: *“H. J. Warner, 
Micklcover, £31,984. 

Billinge and Winstanley.—28 houses for U.D.C.: 
*J. Gaskell & Sons, Ltd., Upholland-rd., Billinge. 
237,947. 
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Bootie.—Houses for B.C. at Sterrix-la. site: 
*Direct Labour, £98,519. 
Bridgwater.—24 flate at Parkway, for TC.: *J. 


Standerwick & Sons, Ltd., £25,786 

Cannock.—22 aged persons’ bangalows and 12 two- 
bedroomed bungaléws at Heath-st. and High 
Mount-st., Hednesford, for U.D.C.: *A. Edwards & 
Co., Hednesford, £37,920 


Cartisie.—Extensive adaptations, etc., at the 
castle, for the Medical Brd.: *T. Dowell & Son, 
Crown-st., Carlisle. 

Castle Ward—Erection of building at Hig 
Catlerton, for Imperia! Chemical Industries, Ltd., 
Glasgow: *Sir R. McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., Star- 
bidgs., Newcastle-on-Trsne. 

Chesterfieid.—100 iouses at Wingerworth site, for 
R.D.C.: *John Adlington, Ltd., £197,185 (transfer 


from’ original site due to miining). 

Cletand.—Erection of 42 houses at the Knowengble 
housing site for Lanarkshire C.C. The total cost is 
£59,600. Samuel MacColl (F.), County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton: Brick, building and allied 
works, *Pope & Co., Ltd., Cleland, £24,728. Joinery, 
carpentry and allied works, *David S. Court, Lid., 
Motherwell-Wishaw, £15,983. Rooftiling, rough- 
casting and allied works, *MacCartney & Reid, Ltd.. 
Motherwell-Wishaw, £5,326. Electrical fittings and 
engineering works. *Inglis & Brown, Ltd.. New 
Stevenson, Lanarkshire. £1,692, Plumbing, sanitary 
engineering and allied works, *Robert W. Muir, 
Lid.. Motherwell-Wishaw, £8,560. Painting and 
decorating and allied works, *Join MacLaren & 
Co., Ltd., Hamilton, £1,384, Plaster, lathing and 
allied works, *Hugh MacDougall & Co.. Ltd.. 
Motherwell-Wishaw, 22,509. Steel windows and 
casements and allied works, *The Crittal Manufac- 
turing Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £1,158. 

C-lchester.—Works for T.C. 30 houses and flats 
it Shrub End *Huttons (Buikler), Ltd., £36.362; 
110 houses and flatz at Monkwick site, £139,562. 

ay —98 houses at Durham-rd., Leadgate, for 

-D.C. Architect, J. J. Eltri ngham, Derwent-t., 
Binekhitt. *Direct Labour. 
Dartington.—Alterations to 
port depot. 4 1. Tornbohm, 
Sanders Hutton, Ltd., 43, 
ton, £6,688. 

ee we —16 houses at Middle Farm site, for 
T.C.: . J. Furneaux, Ltd., Christchurch, £24,185. 

nn Ambulance station at Washington, for 
CC. G. R. Clayton, Cty. A., Court-la., Durham: 
*F. W. Archer & Son, Washington, Co. Durham, 
£4,524. 

Durham.—50 houses at Framwellgate Moor, for 
City Council. Plans by City E. Dept.: *Wright & 
Kellett, Ltd., Ashley-ter., Chester-le-Street. 

Durham,—50 houses at Framweligate Moor, for 
City Council. Plans by the City E.: *William Nor- 
man, West-a., Chester-le-Street. 

Durham. —Ambulance depot at New Herrington, 
for C.C, Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la.: *Thomas 
Addison, 40, Farnham-ter., Sunderland, £6,063. 


Ellesmere Port—<Alterations at hospital to form 


Corporation 
Boro. A.: 


trans- 
“7. 
Darling- 


Coniscliffe-rd., 


operating theatre, for Liverpoo|] Reg. Hospital 
Brd.: *James Tomkinson & Son, Ltd., 22, Ros- 
common-st., Liverpool, £8,396. 

Fifeshire.—Erection of houses, for C.C.: *R. 


Terras, Jun., Ltd., East Wemyss. 
Gateshead.— Erection of jun. sch. at Southend-rd. 
Plans by Bore A.: *William Hall & Sons, Derwent- 


water-rd., Gateshead. 
Glasgow.—Erection of a scheme of houses at the 
Byvra-rd., housing site. Norman MacFadzen (F.), 


architect, 137, West Regent-st., Glasgow: *John 
Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow. 
Huddersfield.—50 “‘ Easiform” houses, for T.C.: 


*John Laing & Son Ltd., Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—108 houses, for T.C. H. W. T. 
Perkins, B.E: *Direct Labour. 
Kilmarnock.—Erection of three-storey flats at 
Wellbeck housing site for the corporations N. § 
Sutherland, F.LA.A. & 8., architect, Municipal-chbrs.. 
Kilmarnock : Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works, *William Pollock & Son, Kilmarnock. Roof 
tiling and roughcasting and allied works, *A. M. 
Rubie & Son, Irvine. Joinery, carpentry and allied 
works, *James Cook, Irvine. laster, lathin 
cement and allied works, *M. Conally, Kilmarnoc c. 
Pag 4, tom —Reconstruction of warehouse at Luton- 
for Joynson (iL eg Warehouse, Ltd.: *Wm. 
Hall & Sons, Ltd., 60, Christian-st., Liverpool. 
¥London (Air mre —List of new works con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
June 14:— 
Civil engineering (including builders’ re k F. R. 
Hippereen & Son, Ltd., London, E.C.3; H. Miller 
Ltd., London, E.7. Bui ding toh Cubitt & 
Gotts. Lid. Ipswich; Flight Re-Fuelling, Ltd.. 
Blandford, Dorset. Dismantling and re-erection of 
fuel installations (including builders’ work): H. O. 
Andrews, Ltd., Leeds. Dismantling and re-erection 
of hangars: Carter-Horseley (Engineers), Ltd., 
Waddon, Surrey. General maintenance work: C. M. 
Campbell, Lairg, Sutherland; G. & J. Seddon, Lid., 
Walkden, Manchester. 
London (M.0.W.).—Coniracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ending June 7 :— 
Bucks: RC., Amersham, isotope laboratories, 
erection of packing shed, J. Mead, Ltd., Chesham. 
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Kent: Canterbury, P.O. and T.M.O., Old Park, 
Littlebourne-rd., alterations and decorations, 
Trenas, Ltd., High-st., Tenterden. Middz: India 
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Pavilion, Wembley, boiler house, Comben & Wake- 
ling, Ltd., Kenton-rd., Kenton. 

{london (War pm mr adnan contracts placed 
by W.D. for week ended J 

Gloucestershire : Painting, oY ?D. Gibbs & Son, 
Ltd., Newport, Mon. Lancashire: Hutting, W. A. 
Gale, Lid | Bootle. Staffs: Bitumen treatment to 
sheds, Bitumen Industries, Ltd., Slough; Miscel- 
laneous, O’Dair _ Bros., iM, Stoke-on-Trent. 
te a an; Miscellaneous, R. W. Moon, Ltd., New- 
—_ — Leicestershire : Miscellaneous, John 

wen & Sons, Lid., Birmingham 12 Warwick- 
shire : Building work, Espley & Co., Evesham. 


Manchester.—Erection of two-storey workshop 


and three-storey office block at 1, City-rd., for 
Morgan Wallwork, Ltd.: *G. & W. Smith, Ltd., 
Hyde-gr., Ardwick, Manchester. 
Neweastle-on-Tyne.—34 houses at Kenton, for 


Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, City 
Fisher & Co., Ltd., Kenton-la., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £52,645 

Newoastle-on-Tyne.—Reconstruction of section of 
Derwenthaugh Staiths, for N.C.B.: *E. Jeffcock 
(Contractors), Ltd,, 107, New Bridge-st., Newcastle- 
on- feb ne. 

ewcastie-on-Tyne.—Alterations and additions to 
Rhee a are Cottage Homes, for City Council. 5 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, City A.: *R. ao © 
Son, Back Raby- st., Newcastle- on-Tyne, £10,800 

Neweastle-on-Tyne. —Additions to Lees Bakeries, 
Ltd., Coast-rd.: *W. W. Kelsey, Hanover-sq., 


City Council. 
A.: *J. H. 


Newcastle. 


BROAD-AGHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 








save labour —save cost 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
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Neweastle-on-Tyne.—New Anglican church at 

Covanis. Architects, Edwards & Eldon- 
Newcastle: ‘Stanley Miller, Ltd orth-st., 

esau 

Newcast! Car aces —Houses for B.C. 22 at 

Beadwell-la. : Stubbs, Ltd., be ay Wr eH15; 


seven at a6 A -ave.: *H. Lainton & Sons, New- 
castle, £10,352. 

Nottingham.—134 houses and 10 garages at Fern- 
wood estate, for City Council: *W. J. Simms, 
Sons & Cooke, Ltd., £195,234 (negotiated price). 

Onchan (1.0.M.).—44 houses at Ballackrick estate, 
for Village Commissioners: *The Universal Hous- 
ing Co., Ltd., Peel-rd., Douglas. 

Penistone.—20 houses at Parke-ave. 
U.DAL.: *Hey & Murfin, Ltd., Wombwell. 

Port G —Erection of 40 houses at Farm 
housing site for the corporation. Ian MacLaren, 
council architect, Municipal-chbrs., Port Glasgow 
*Blackburn (Dumbarton), Lid., Dumbarton. 

» Portsmouth.—146 houses * Leigh Park, for T.C.: 
‘Messrs, Faulkner, £216,044 

Roxburghshire.— Erection ‘ot 31 houses at Burn- 
foot, Hawick, est, to cost £70,000. J. Austin Beni 
(A.), 15, Palmersion-pl., Edinbur, rg *The Scottish 
Special "Housing Association, L Edinburgh. 

Shardiow.—30 houses eff Stevens-rd., Deere, 
Sandiacre, for R.D.C.: *Sherwin Building & Con- 
tracting €o., Ltd., Hickings-la., Stapleford, Notts, 
£41,466. 

Southport.—50 “ No Fines ’’ houses at Heathfield- 
rd. site, for B.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd, 
London. 

South Shields.—Houses at Simonside estate, for 
T.C. John Reid, B.E. 174 three-bedroomed houses : 
*J. Prentice, Leeds-st., Fulwell, Rnpteciead, 
£237,196; 112 ‘two-bedroomed houses: *J. 

(Jun.), Ltd., Back Glen-st., Hebburn-on-Tyne, 
£140,576; 34 bungalows: *Johnstons & Hall, 49, 
Boyd-rd., Wallsend, £39,933. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.—104 houses at Geasiek ts. for 
U.D.C.: *George Wimpey & Sons, L 461 ; 
14 flats and 11 maisonettes at Willoworidgele” and 
West End housing scheme: *J. W. Richards & Co., 
Mansfield, £44,268. 

Wandsworth.—Six flats at Bedgebury-gdns., for 
B.C.: *f. Ringham & Co., Ltd., £10,800 (revised 
tender). 

Warwickshire.—House at Hollyberry Hall ‘estate, 
for C.C.: *Daly & Son, 6, Stoney Stanton-rd., £5,299. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—44 three bedroomed 
houses and two two-bedroomed houses, for U.D.C. 
gre Labour. 

Wetherby.—1s houses at three sites, for Re: 
*J. Bradley & Son, Knaresborough, £23,120 


site, for 
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